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Current Affairs of the Day 
Swedish scientist gets medicine Nobel for work on human 

evolution 

• Swedish scientist Svante 

Paabo won the Nobel Prize 

in medicine for his 

discoveries on human 

evolution that provided key 

insights into our immune 

system and what makes us 

unique compared with our 

extinct cousins. 

• Mr Paabo has spearheaded 

the development of new 

techniques that allowed 

researchers to compare the 

genome of modern humans 

and that of other hominins 

— the Neanderthals and 

Denisovans.  

• While Neanderthal bones 

were first discovered in the mid-19th century, only by unlocking their DNA — often 

referred to as the code of life — have scientists been able to fully understand the links 

between species. 

 

Remove online betting ads, Centre tells TV channels, news 

websites 

• The Information and Broadcasting Ministry advised news websites, OTT platforms 

and private TV channels to refrain from publishing or broadcasting advertisements of 

online betting platforms or any surrogate product depicting them. 
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• Stating that any 

violation might 

invite penal 

action, the 

Ministry said 

despite its 

advisory dated 

June 13, 2022, 

some online 

offshore betting 

platforms had 

started using 

news websites as 

surrogate products to advertise on TV channels.  

• It pointed out that betting and gambling were illegal in most parts of India, and 

therefore advertisements on betting platforms could not be shown. 

‘Similar logos’ 

• In respect of the advertisements of the surrogate news websites operated by the online 

betting platforms, it may be mentioned that the logos of the concerned news websites 

are strikingly similar to the betting platform. The concerned betting platforms, and the 

corresponding news websites, are also not registered with any legal authority under 

Indian laws. 

• The Consumer Affairs Department said such companies have been advertising 

themselves as professional sports blogs and sports news sites, etc. It provided an 

indicative list of online betting platforms that were using news for surrogate 

advertising. 

• In view of the Guidelines for Prevention of Misleading Advertisements and 

Endorsements for Misleading Advertisements-2022 under the Consumer Protection 

Act, read with the Advertising Code under the Cable TV Network Regulation Act, 

advertisements of the news websites that were, in fact, surrogate promotions did not 

appear to be in strict conformity with the laws, said the Ministry. 

• The Ministry observed that promotional content and advertisements of betting 

platforms were still visible on certain news and OTT platforms. 
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Govt. may lift AFSPA in 4 States after Naga peace pact 

• The uncertainty around 

the culmination of the 

Naga peace process is 

one of the reasons that 

led to the Armed Forces 

(Special) Powers Act 

(AFSPA) being 

retained in some parts 

of Assam, Manipur, 

Nagaland and 

Arunachal Pradesh for 

another six months, 

according to 

government officials. 

• Effective April 1, the 

Union Home Ministry 

and the State 

governments had 

considerably reduced 

“disturbed areas” in 

Assam, Manipur and 

Nagaland. The AFSPA 

was applicable in the 

whole of Nagaland 

and Assam till March 

31. 

• Under Section 3 of the 

Act, the State 

governments and the 

Ministry have 

concurrent powers to 

notify areas under the 

AFSPA. In Assam, the 

Ministry was issuing the “disturbed area” order till 2017.  
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• Since then, Assam has 

been renewing the 

notification every six 

months. The latest was 

issued on March 31. On 

September 30, the MHA 

extended the AFSPA in 

parts of Nagaland and 

Arunachal Pradesh for 

six months. 

• The Act gives unbridled 

powers to the armed 

forces to kill anyone 

acting in contravention 

of law, arrest and search 

any premises without a 

warrant and protection 

from prosecution and 

legal suits without the 

Central government’s 

sanction. 

• In Assam, the AFSPA 

has been retained in 

areas that are adjacent to 

the Nagaland border. In 

Nagaland, there is an 

ongoing peace process 

and once it culminates, 

we will be able to 

further reduce the areas 

under the special Act. 

Talks in progress 

• The Centre is engaged in discussions with the National Socialist Council of Nagaland 

(Isak-Muivah) and seven Naga National Political Groups (NNPGs) to find a solution 

to the Naga political issue. 
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Yunqing Tang bags SASTRA Ramanujan Prize 2022 for her 

contribution to maths 

• The SASTRA Ramanujan Prize for 2022 will be awarded to Yunqing Tang, Assistant 

Professor with the University of California, Berkeley, U.S.A. 

• The award, instituted by the Shanmugha Arts, Science, Technology & Research 

Academy (SASTRA) in 2005 with a cash prize of $10,000, is presented annually to 

individuals aged 32 and below, who made outstanding contributions in the field of 

mathematics, influenced by Srinivasa Ramanujan in a broad sense. 

• The SASTRA Ramanujan Prize Committee, said Ms Yunqing’s works “display a 

remarkable combination of sophisticated techniques, in which the arithmetic and 

geometry of modular curves and of Shimura varieties play a central role, and her 

results and methods are bound to have a major impact on future research in this area.” 

Induction of indigenously built Light Combat Helicopter marks 

a new chapter: Air chief 

• Induction of the 

indigenously 

designed and 

developed Light 

Combat Helicopter 

(LCH) adds the 

unique capability to 

the combat potential 

of the Indian Air 

Force (IAF) and 

marks a new 

chapter. 

• The twin-engine 

LCH, designed and developed by HAL, is a 5-8 tonne class dedicated combat 

helicopter. It was conceptualised after the 1999 Kargil conflict when the need for such 

a dedicated platform capable of operating in high altitudes was felt.  

• It is the only attack helicopter in the world which can land and take off at an altitude 

of 5,000 m (16,400 ft) with a considerable load of weapons and fuel significantly 

augmenting the firepower of the IAF and the Army in high-altitude areas. 
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• The helicopter has a combat radius of 500 km and go up to a service ceiling of 21,000 

feet which makes it ideal to operate at high altitude areas of the Siachen glacier. 

Extensive testing 

The first prototype of the helicopter took its first flight on March 29, 2010, and has since 

undergone extensive testing and evaluation. The LCH is armed with a 20 mm nose gun, 

70 mm rockets, anti-tank guided missile ‘Dhruvastra’ and air-to-air missile ‘Mistral-2’ of 

MBDA which has a maximum interception range of 6.5 km. 

 

69% of houses under PMAY in rural India are owned by women, 

says govt. 

• Over 69% of houses constructed under the Prime Minister’s special housing scheme 

are either wholly or jointly owned by women in rural areas. 

• According to the data shared by the government, as of September 2022, a total of two 

crore houses had been constructed out of the 2.46 crore houses that were sanctioned. 

Of this, 69% are owned partly or completely by women. 

The Nari Shakti initiative: 

• The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Gramin) was launched by the Prime Minister in 

2016 with the aim of constructing 2.95 crore houses. 

• A senior official in the Ministry of Women and Child Development said it had been 

the government’s endeavour to ensure women get a fair share of government schemes 

under the Nari Shakti initiative. 

• The idea behind the initiative is to have “women-led” development instead of 

“development of women”. 

• By providing houses under the PMAY–G, the government has fulfilled the aspirations 

of women of owning a pucca house and strengthened their participation in the financial 

decision-making of the household. Living in a pucca house with basic amenities gives 

security, dignity and economic power and uplifts their social inclusion. 

• According to the government, another initiative which has helped safeguard the health 

of women and children was ensuring the supply of clean cooking fuel under the 

Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana. 

• Over 9.4 crore LPG connections have been released under the Ujjwala Yojana. This 

scheme also received global recognition from the International Energy Agency, which 
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has described it as a major achievement in improving the environment and health of 

women. 

Swachh Bharat Mission: Empowerment:  

• Another scheme that has helped women gain dignity and security is the Swachh Bharat 

Mission under which 11.5 crore toilets were constructed in the rural areas and 70 lakh 

were built in the urban areas. 

• The government quoted a report, “Access to toilets and the safety, convenience and 

self-respect of women in rural India”, to claim that after the construction of toilets, 

93% of women reported that they were no longer afraid of being hurt by someone or 

harmed by animals while defecating. 

• As many as 93% of women reported they are no longer afraid of contracting health 

infections; 92% of women said they were no longer afraid of going to the toilet in the 

dark of night, the report said. 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. What is gender budgeting? Discuss success and challenges 

faced by women-specific or women-focused schemes in India.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following are hominins? 

1. Neanderthals  

2. Denisovans 

3. Homo sapiens  

Select the correct answer from codes given below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 1 and 3 only 

c. 3 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 


