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Current Affairs of the Day 
ASI finds Buddhist caves and temples in Bandhavgarh Tiger 

Reserve in M.P. 

• The Archaeological Survey 

of India (ASI) earlier this 

year discovered Buddhist 

caves and stupas, Brahmi 

inscriptions, dating back to 

the 2nd century, Hindu 

temples from the 9th-11th 

centuries, and possibly the 

world’s largest Varaha 

sculpture also dating to the 

same period, at the 

Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve 

in Madhya Pradesh. 

• The Varaha sculpture is among the many monolithic sculptures of the 10 incarnations 

of Lord Vishnu discovered by the ASI at the national park earlier this year. The 

exploration took place 84 years after the last such effort in 1938. A total of 46 

sculptures have come to light and have been reported. 

• The ASI team discovered 26 mostly Buddhist caves dating back to the 2nd and 5th 

centuries. The caves and some of their remains had Chaitya [rounded] doors and stone 

beds typical of Mahayana Buddhism sites. 

This discovery brings the total number of caves found in the Bandhavgarh reserve to 

76, as 50 are already in the records since the last survey. 

 

Eastern Command’s ex-chief Anil Chauhan is Chief of Defence 

Staff 

• New CDS will have the task of taking forward the reorganisation of the armed forces 

into integrated theatre commands as well as building consensus, synergy and 

efficiency. 
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• The government appointed Lt. Gen. Anil Chauhan (retd.), former General Office 

Commanding-in-Chief, Eastern Army Commander, as the Chief of Defence Staff 

(CDS). The post has been vacant since the death of the country’s first CDS, Gen. Bipin 

Rawat, in a helicopter crash. 

• The Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) shall also function as the Secretary to the 

Government of India, Department of Military Affairs with effect from the date of his 

assumption of charge and until further orders. 

Organizational reforms in the Military: 

• In December 2019, the government approved the creation of the post of CDS who 

would also function as the Principal Military Adviser to the Defence Minister and 

Permanent Chairman Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC).  

• In addition, the DMA was created as the fifth department in the Ministry of Defence 

(MoD) with the CDS functioning as its Secretary. 

 

Bench to check if greater curbs can be imposed on Ministers’ 

speeches 

• To frame general guidelines in “thin air” to restrict Government Ministers, MPs, 

MLAs or public leaders, including political party presidents, from making unguarded, 

derogatory and hurtful statements in public may prove “difficult”, a Constitution 

Bench prima facie said. 

• The oral observation came from a Constitution Bench led by Justice S. Abdul Nazeer 

while hearing a reference on the question of whether the right to free speech and 

expression of high public functionaries requires “greater restrictions”. 

• Justice B.V. Nagarathna said “reasonable restrictions” on the right to free speech under 

Article 19(1)(a) were already there under Article 19(2) of the Constitution.  

• The judge asked whether it was right on the part of the court to impose a further law 

on free speech over and above the restrictions already imposed under Article 19(2). 

There are other remedies already available like civil/criminal injunctions, torts, 

general laws, etc. 
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‘We could not agree more’: Blinken on PM Modi’s message to 

Putin 

• The U.S. was quick to back India’s recent and more explicit expression of disdain for 

Russian President Vladimir Putin’s attack on Ukraine, and Secretary of State Antony 

Blinken was the latest U.S. official to echo PM Modi’s message to Mr Putin that now 

was not the time for war. 

• The Secretary was referring to Mr Modi telling Mr Putin in Samarkand, Uzbekistan 

that this was not the era for war. 

• Mr Jaishankar indicated during the press conference on Tuesday that there were 

several ways in which India was involved in trying to help the conflict situation. The 

Minister said he was in touch with his G20 and Security Council counterparts.  

• He indicated India had been approached to “weigh in with Russia” at a “particularly 

delicate moment” about the Black Sea grain initiative (an UN-facilitated programme 

in July to get Ukrainian food grains out to the world). 

 

‘Budget to reset tax laws to decriminalise sections in I-T, GST’ 

• The Union Budget 2023-24 will include steps to decriminalise taxation laws, remove 

provisions in the Income Tax, Goods and Services Tax (GST) and Customs laws that 

are similar to sections that can be invoked under the Indian Penal Code (IPC), and 

reduce ‘prohibitive’ compounding charges under GST, a senior finance ministry 

official said. 

• The compounding provisions in GST, which entail penalties from 50% to 150% of the 

tax amount involved, make it “impossible for anybody to pay”, said the Department 

of Revenue.  

• As a result, “there has been zero compounding in India till now for all cases filed under 

the GST Act,” the official added. 

‘Becomes affordable’ 

• That is being relooked at so that it becomes affordable and compounding becomes a 

better or the first choice for a taxpayer. 

• While the thresholds for considering tax evasion a criminal offence were also being 

reviewed under the Income Tax and Customs laws, sections of the IPC that deal with 
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obstructing officers performing their duty and failing to respond to a summons for 

documents, for instance, need not be replicated in tax laws, he indicated. 

• As in the Finance Bill of 2023, you will see major changes for ease of doing business 

as well as the decriminalisation of tax laws. 

‘Aim to cut discretion’ 

• While some criminal provisions in the tax laws were compoundable, the government 

was examining the level of compounding that was happening and the extent of 

discretion being exercised by officers so as to make the process more objective. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. In increasing Indo pacific focus the bay of Bengal hold a 

central place for India. Discuss. 

MCQs 
Q1. In Hindu mythology, Varaha sculpture is related to  

a. Lord Vishnu 

b. Lord Shiva 

c. Lord Indra 

d. Ashoka 

 


