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Positioning India in a chaotic world 

• India’s foreign policy mandarins are all set to go into overdrive in the wake of new 

challenges. The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) meeting was a test case for 

governments on how to deal with current conflicts and attempt new guidelines for the 

future.  

• Mr Xi’s remarks that ‘China is willing to make efforts with Russia to assume the role 

of great powers, and play a guiding role to inject stability and positive energy into a 

world rocked by social turmoil’ were pregnant with many meanings. 

A new version of non-alignment 

• India’s presence at the meeting of the Council of Heads of State of the SCO was 

significant, reflecting a desire to be a part of both blocs, without antagonising either.  

• The justification provided is that it represented a ‘new version’ of Non-alignment, viz., 

steering an independent course, despite the open association with rival blocs.  

• For instance, after refusing to take sides in the Ukrainian conflict for months, Mr Modi 

told Mr Putin that “this isn’t the era of war”, stressing instead that “it was one of 

democracy, dialogue and diplomacy”. This has been interpreted as a mild rebuke of 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

• On the other hand, in his formal opening remarks at the summit, Mr. Modi thanked both 

Russia and Ukraine for the evacuation of Indian students from Ukraine, highlighting 

India’s posture of equidistance between the two countries. 

Multiple engagements of the future 

• The philosophical underpinning for this seems to be that ‘Nonalignment of the past’ 

had not succeeded, and a way had to be found for “multiple engagements of the future”.  

• Mr Modi’s presence at this SCO summit is possibly the earliest test case of this 

unfolding strategy, given that it is only recently that the United States and other western 

allies had complimented India for its participation in the Quad (Australia, Japan, India 

and the U.S.).  

• A test case is India’s relations with Iran which have been on the back burner for some 

time, following a U.S. threat to impose sanctions on India if it continued to trade with 

Iran. Iran’s President appears to have floated a suggestion to hold a summit meeting 

with India’s Prime Minister, and the ball is apparently in India’s court.  
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• The cost to India on account of the freeze in relations with Iran has been high, including 

having to pay higher prices for crude and the inability to utilise the Chabahar 

Connectivity Project as an alternate route to Afghanistan. 

Ties with China 

• While China today presents an acute ‘near-term problem’ for India, it is important that 

India does not fall into the trap that the current adversarial relationship with China is 

‘carved in stone’, and can or never will be altered. India’s foreign policy should be 

creative enough to leave an opening for an improvement in India-China relations over 

the longer term. 

• Refashioning relations with China over the longer term is important, but attention also 

needs to be given on how to manage relations in the near term in the context of the 

growing closeness in China-Russia relations.  

• As their relations become closer, they have the potential of adversely impacting the 

current warmth in India-Russia relations. Our foreign policy experts need to consider 

how best to manage the relationship with both Russia and China in the extant 

circumstances.  

 


