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Current Affairs of the Day 
Hindi is not a competitor of regional languages: Shah 

• Union Home Minister Amit Shah said that only 6% of the children received education 

in English and a large majority who did not speak fluent English were deprived of a 

platform at the national and State levels. 

• Mr Shah appealed to guardians to speak to children in their mother tongue to enable 

them to learn Hindi without much effort. 

• He said it was time that the inferiority complex around Indian languages, instilled by 

the British, was overthrown from people’s consciences with the help of regional 

languages and Hindi. 

• Mr Shah said Hindi was not a competitor but a “friend” of all the other regional 

languages in the country and they were mutually dependent on each other for their 

growth. 

False campaign 

• He said there was a concerted 

“disinformation” campaign to pit 

Hindi against other languages 

such as Marathi and Tamil, and 

underlined the need to strengthen 

local languages with Hindi. 

• Addressing the All-India Official 

Language Conference in Surat on 

Hindi Divas, Mr Shah said that 

accepting the coexistence of 

languages was necessary, and 

stressed the need to make Hindi 

flexible by taking words from 

other languages to expand its 

dictionary. 
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Centre to push Hindi use in offices, banks abroad 

• The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has written to the External Affairs Ministry to 

promote the use of Hindi for official work in banks, public sector undertakings, 

embassies and other government offices located in foreign countries. 

• The MHA asked the MEA to provide a list of all government institutions abroad and 

set up an Official Language Implementation Committee that would oversee the 

progress of Hindi in official work.  

 

Cabinet approves addition of four tribes to ST list 

• The Union Cabinet under the chairmanship of Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

approved the addition of four tribes to the list of Scheduled Tribes (ST), including 

those from Himachal Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Chhattisgarh. 

• Demands for the inclusion of the communities had been pending for decades. 

• The Hatti tribe in the Trans-Giri area of Sirmour district in Himachal Pradesh, the 

Narikoravan and Kurivikkaran hill tribes of Tamil Nadu, and the Binjhia tribe in 

Chhattisgarh, which was listed as ST in Jharkhand and Odisha but not in Chhattisgarh, 

were the communities added to the list. 

• The Cabinet also approved a proposal to bring the Gond community, residing in 13 

districts of Uttar Pradesh, under the ST list from the Scheduled Caste list. This includes 

the five subcategories of the Gond community: Dhuria, Nayak, Ojha, Pathari and 

Rajgond. 

 

The lowdown on the essential medicines list  

• The National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM), 2022, was released, with 384 drugs 

in it across 27 categories. While 34 new drugs are on the list, 26 drugs from the earlier 

NLEM were dropped. 

• For inclusion in NLEM, the drugs have to be useful in treating diseases which are a 

public health problem in India. They have to be licensed by the DCGI, have proven 

efficacy, a safety profile based on scientific evidence and be cost-effective. 

• The primary purpose of the NLEM is to promote rational use of medicines considering 

three important aspects which are cost, safety and efficacy.  
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The purpose of having a list: 

• The primary purpose of the NLEM is to promote rational use of medicines considering 

three important aspects which are cost, safety and efficacy.  

• It also helps in optimum utilisation of healthcare resources and budget, drug 

procurement policies, health insurance, improving prescribing habits, medical 

education and training and drafting of pharmaceutical policies.  

• In NLEM, the medicines are categorised based on the level of the healthcare system 

as primary, secondary and tertiary. 

• The NLEM is a dynamic document and is revised on a regular basis considering the 

changing public health priorities as well as advancements in pharmaceutical 

knowledge. 

• The National List of Essential Medicines was first formulated in 1996 and was revised 

thrice in 2003, 2011 and 2015, before 2022.  

• The NLEM independent Standing National Committee on Medicines (SNCM) was 

constituted by the Union Health Ministry in 2018. After a detailed consultation with 

experts and stakeholders, the committee revised the NLEM, 2015 and submitted its 

report on NLEM, 2022 to the Health Ministry. The government accepted the 

recommendations of the committee and adopted the list. 

 

No specific law against hate speech: EC 

• The Election Commission of India (ECI) in the Supreme Court has said that due to the 

lack of a specific law against hate speech and rumour mongering during polls, it has 

to resort to the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and the Representation of the People (RP) Act 

to ensure that members of political parties do not make statements which can create 

disharmony in society. 

• The ECI said the Law Commission of India, in its 267th Report, had not made any 

recommendations with regard to a specific query [from the Supreme Court] on 

whether the ECI ought to be conferred with the power to derecognise a political party 

for committing the “offence of hate speech”. 

 

No curbing action 
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• The poll body said hate speeches were “often interconnected with appeals to religion, 

caste, community, etc, during election campaigning. 

• It referred to several Supreme Court judgments, among them the Abhiram Singh 

case, which had held that “any appeal to vote or refrain from voting for a candidate on 

the grounds of religion, caste, race, community or language by a candidate or his agent 

to the electors would amount to corrupt practice under the 1951 Act”. 

• Though the Model Code of Conduct had no “legal sanctity”, the ECI said it had 

introduced guidelines in the Code asking parties to desist from making communal 

statements. In case any complaints were made, the ECI said it took “strict note” of it. 

• The ECI was responding to a plea by lawyers seeking directions to the Centre to take 

apposite steps to implement recommendations of the Law Commission Report 267 on 

hate speech. 

The Law Commission of India in its Report on Hate Speech has identified criteria that 

can be used to determine Hate speech based on summarizing the different State 

jurisdictions 

 

While no law in India defines ‘Hate Speech’, there are certain legal provisions and 

legislations that prohibit select forms of speech as exceptions to freedom of speech.  
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SCO fights ‘anti-West dictators club’ tag 

• The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) is not a military bloc nor is it aimed 

at any one country or group, said officials here, underlining that this week’s SCO 

Summit will bring together 15 regional “strongmen”, including Russian President 

Vladimir Putin, Chinese President Xi Jinping, Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi, 

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan and Prime Minister Narendra Modi, to 

Samarkand. 

• This will be the first such summit with Mr. Putin since the Russian invasion in 

Ukraine, which has sparked sanctions by the U.S. and the EU and their partners, and 

the first time that Mr. Xi is stepping out for a multilateral conference since the COVID-

19 pandemic. 

• Both Russia and China came in for severe criticism on different issues at the G-7 

Summit in June, and the optics of the SCO this year will be that of a counter to the 

western coalition: as all countries particularly targeted by the West — Russia, Iran, 

China, Belarus and Turkey — find a common cause.  

Anti-West ‘dictators’ club 

• In an opinion piece, the U.K.’s Sunday Times even dubbed the meet an “anti-West 

‘dictators’ club’”. 

• Asked if India, as the next Chair of the SCO, which will host the summit in 2023, was 

worried by the label, India’s Ambassador to Uzbekistan Manish Prabhat said the 

perception was unfounded.  

• India is very clear that the SCO is not an organisation which is against any other bloc 

of countries or any other country. The SCO is a venture for constructive cooperation 

and peace and stability in the world.  

• The stipulation of “non-interference” in internal affairs will, no doubt, strike a chord 

with the leaders of the SCO who are accused of human rights violations and domestic 

anti-democratic moves in the West. 

• In particular, both Mr. Putin and Mr. Xi are likely to use the presence of the record 

number of 15 leaders coming to the conference as evidence that they have not been 

“isolated” on the world stage, despite the West slamming their actions in Ukraine and 

the Taiwan Strait, respectively. 

• India will look closely at the Samarkand declaration for language on terrorism and the 

listing of terror groups such as the LeT and the JeM that target India, as well as the 
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mention of connectivity initiatives involving the Chabahar port which Mr. Modi is 

expected to push during his address. 

 

Set up new regulator for medical devices, says panel 

• The Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO) is falling short in 

effectively regulating the medical devices industry, the department-related Parliamen- 

tary Standing Committee on Health, headed by Rajya Sabha member Ram Gopal 

Yadav, has said. The organisation in its existing structure and expertise is more 

pharma-centric, it says. 

• It has recommended more certified medical devices testing laboratories, robust IT-

enabled feedback- driven post-market surveillance system and medical device 

registry, particularly for implants to ensure traceability of patients to assess 

performance of implants. 

• The committee has observed that the CDSCO was originally set up to regulate pharma, 

related segments and medical devices. It has recommended that the new legislation 

should set up a new regulator at different levels for regulating the medical devices 

industry. 

• The country has only 18 certified medical device testing laboratories that have been 

approved by the CDSCO and that is grossly insufficient keeping in view the size of 

the country, it said.  

• The committee is of the considered opinion that having adequate common 

infrastructure including accredited laboratories in various regions of the country for 

standard testing will significantly encourage local manufacturers to get their products 

tested for standards and such measures undertaken will also help in reducing the cost 

of production which ultimately will improve the availability and affordability of 

medical devices in the market. 

 

India set to take pole in digital engineering: study 

• India’s digital engineering (DE) space is growing rapidly and is expected to contribute 

50% to 60% of the country’s overall ER&D (engineering, research and development) 

revenue in the coming years, according to a report jointly released by Nasscom and 

Deloitte. 
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• Digital platforms and tools have been increasingly reshaping connections between 

businesses, clients, employees and employers in recent years, resulting in a consistent 

increase in investments in DE endeavours, as per the report. 

• India is advancing into the fourth industrial revolution with an optimistic Digital 

Transformation (DE) revenue amounting to 50-60% in overall ER&D revenues in the 

coming years. 

• India is well positioned to take the pole position in DE domain. DE would play a 

crucial role in government and industry alike, whether it was for planning, decision 

making, discovering latest trends or product creation. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. India faces a water mismanagement problem not water 

scarcity. Discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. The Sedition is covered under following section of 

Indian Penal Code 

a. 153A 

b. 295A 

c. 497 

d. 124A 

 


