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India-Bangladesh ties, a model for bilateral cooperation 

• The state visit of the Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina, to India (September 

5-8) has amply showcased the high stakes of both polities in their bilateral ties, imbued 

with regional significance.  

• Delhi and Dhaka are fully conscious that they must get this vital equation right, 

constantly strengthening and deepening their cooperation and countering the challenges 

they face.  

• Only then can this relationship be convincingly projected as a major success for their 

foreign policies.  

Dhaka’s expectations 

• Four specific issues seem to trouble the Bangladeshi side. First, the continued presence 

of 1.1 million Rohingyas who fled from Myanmar in 2017 has created enormous 

pressure on the economy and social harmony. Ms. Hasina has said India is a big country 

that should “accommodate” them.  

Further, she wants stronger support from India to facilitate their early return to 

Myanmar.  

• Second, the absence of agreement on sharing of the Teesta’s waters, pending since 2011 

due to West Bengal’s refusal to relent, and the broader issue of joint management of 54 

common rivers, have been constant grievances.  

• Third, India’s sensitivity to growing cooperation between Dhaka and Beijing rankles 

the authorities in Bangladesh.  

• Four, she has conceded that despite her government’s secular policy, “incidents” 

against the Hindu minority have occurred, but her government has acted against 

miscreants.  

• At the same time, she has expressed concern about the safety of minorities in India, 

pointing out that “it is not only (in) Bangladesh, even in India also sometimes minorities 

suffered”. 

Specific outcomes 

• Indian officials identified several specific outcomes of Ms. Hasina’s discussions with 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi. First, there was the agreement “to continue close 

security cooperation” over counter-terrorism, border crimes, and border management.  
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• Second, the two sides recommitted themselves to enhancing their development 

partnership which is already quite extensive and multi-faceted.  

• Third, they agreed “to build resilient supply chains” between the two countries and 

“across the region”.  

• A significant decision was to launch the Comprehensive Economic Partnership 

Agreement (CEPA) in 2022 and to conclude negotiations by the time Bangladesh 

graduates from least developed country status in 2026.  

• Finally, the leaders favoured expanding connectivity through more rail, road, inland 

waterways, and coastal shipping linkages. They agreed to build on the impressive 

successes achieved in the past decade in this sphere. 

• Economic relations have been developing excellently. Bilateral trade has touched a high 

watermark of $18 billion. Logistics for power trade between Bangladesh and its 

neighbours — India, Nepal and Bhutan — have been put in place. India will assist 

Bangladesh by sharing its rich experience of innovation through startups. 

 


