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Current Affairs of the Day 
SC asks Centre, States to allay EWS quota concerns 

• A Constitution 

Bench of the 

Supreme Court 

asked the 

governments at 

the Centre and 

the States and 

petitioners to 

address a list of 

concerns raised in 

the Supreme 

Court about 

granting 

reservation on a 

purely economic 

basis, one of them 

being whether it 

is a violation of 

the Basic 

Structure of the Constitution to exclude the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes 

and some of the most impoverished Socially and Educationally Backward Classes in 

the country from its scope. 

• The five-judge Bench, led by Chief Justice of India U.U. Lalit is considering the 

validity of the 103rd Constitutional Amendment, which provides the 10% reservation 

to economically weaker sections (EWS) of society in government jobs and educational 

institutions. 
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‘Limited change’ in cities under clean air scheme 

• An analysis by 

the 

environmental 

think tank, Centre 

for Science and 

Environment, 

reported: “barely 

any difference” in 

trends in 

particulate matter 

pollution 

(PM2.5) between 

the group of cities 

under the 

National Clean 

Air Programme 

(NCAP) and 

those outside its 

ambit. 

• The NCAP 

covers 132 of 

India’s most 

polluted or so-called non-attainment cities. This is defined as a city whose air quality 

did not meet the national ambient air quality standards of 2011 to 2015.  

• The NCAP launched in 2019 aims to bring a 20%-30% reduction in pollution levels 

from PM2.5 and PM10 particles by 2024, using 2017 pollution levels as a base. 

• Cities are required to quantify improvement starting 2020-21, which requires 15% and 

more reduction in the annual average PM10 concentration and a concurrent increase 

in “good air” days to at least 200. Anything fewer will be considered ‘low’ and the 

funding consequently reduced. 

• For disbursing funds, the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), which coordinates 

the programme, only considers levels of PM10, the relatively larger, coarser particles. 

However, PM2.5, the smaller, more dangerous particles, aren’t monitored as robustly 

in all cities, mostly due to the lack of equipment. 
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6 States to get branches of the National Centre for Disease 

Control 

• State branches of the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) will play a pivotal 

role in disease surveillance. 

• Disease surveillance plays a crucial part in disease prevention, control and 

management. The regional branches of NCDC will play a pivotal part and will provide 

a boost to public health infrastructure with prompt surveillance, rapid detection and 

monitoring of diseases thereby enabling early interventions. 

• The State branches will coordinate with NCDC, Delhi with real-time sharing of data 

and information aided by cutting-edge technology. The NCDC branches would also 

be crucial in ensuring timely availability of updated guidelines so that accurate 

scientifically backed information can be disseminated easily. 

• Currently, NCDC has eight branches in States with a focus on one or few diseases, 

these will be repurposed and new branches are being added with the mandate for 

integrated disease surveillance activities, dealing with Anti-Microbial Resistance 

(AMR), multi-sectoral and entomological investigations etc. 

 

SC bats for disabled IPS candidates 

• The Supreme Court wondered whether the government can “lower the scale” of 

eligibility for disabled candidates applying for the Indian Police Service (IPS) even as 

the petitioners said if Israeli, American, and Canadian forces can accommodate the 

disabled, India can well try. 

• A Bench of Justices Indira Banerjee and M.M. Sundresh said police departments such 

as the cybercrime wing which are “grossly understaffed”, could accommodate 

disabled persons who cleared the services exam. 

• Justice Banerjee reminded the government that there was a time when women were 

not allowed to join, “now they are”. “If the Israeli Army can involve disabled persons, 

IPS can,” the petitioner submitted. 
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Rear seat-belt alarm to be made mandatory 

• The Union 

government is 

planning to make it 

mandatory for 

automakers to 

introduce a seat-belt 

alarm system for 

rear seats too, Road 

Transport and 

Highways Minister 

Nitin Gadkari said. 

• At present, it is 

mandatory for all 

vehicle manufacturers to provide seat-belt reminders only for front-seat passengers. 

• Though not 

wearing a seat belt 

by passengers 

sitting in the rear 

seats attracts a fine 

of ₹1,000 under 

Rule 138 (3) of the 

Central Motor 

Vehicle Rules 

(CMVR), most 

people are either 

unaware of this 

rule or just ignore 

the stipulation. 

• Even traffic 

policemen seldom 

impose penalties on passengers sitting on rear seats for not wearing seat belts. 

• According to a recent Road Ministry report, the number of persons killed and injured 

due to not wearing a seat belt during 2020 stood at 15,146 and 39,102, respectively. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Systematic investment in quasi-public goods is essential to 

reduce domestic drudgery of Women. Discuss. 

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements  

1. There is no fine for not wearing rear seat belts currently 

2. India is having the highest number of yearly road 

fatalities  

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2  

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 


