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Current Affairs of the Day 
The Navy’s ensign pays tribute to Shivaji 

 

“The twin octagonal borders draw their inspiration from Shivaji Maharaj’s rajmudra or 

the seal of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, one of the prominent Indian kings with a 

visionary maritime outlook, who built a credible naval fleet that earned grudging 

admiration from European navies operating in the region at the time,” the Navy said. 

Moving away from the colonial past: 

• The Indian Navy adopted a new ensign inspired by the seal of Maratha king 

Chhatrapati Shivaji. It was unveiled by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the 

commissioning of the aircraft carrier INS Vikrant here. 

• The President of India has approved the introduction of the new designs of the naval 

ensign, as also the distinguishing flags, masthead pennants and car flags for the Indian 

Navy. 

• Formations, ships and establishments of the Indian Navy would be adopting the new 

naval ensign, as also the new distinguishing flags, car flags and masthead pennants. 
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Devanagari script 

• This is the fourth time the naval ensign has been changed since 1950. The earlier 

ensign had the national flag in the upper left canton, red vertical and horizontal stripes 

and a golden-yellow National Emblem superimposed on the intersection of the red 

stripes. The national motto 

‘Satyamev Jayate’ engraved 

in the Devanagari script, was 

included underneath the 

emblem. 

• The statement said that 

resonant to the ongoing 

national endeavour to move 

away from the colonial past, 

the need was felt to 

transition to a new design 

that drew inspiration from 

the country’s history. 

• The white ensign identified 

nationwide with the Navy, 

now comprises two main 

constituents — the national 

flag in the upper left canton 

and a navy blue-gold 

octagon at the centre of the 

fly side (away from the 

staff), it stated. 

• The octagon is with twin 

golden octagonal borders 

encompassing the golden 

National Emblem (Lion 

Capital of Ashoka — under scribed with ‘Satyamev Jayate’ in blue Devanagari script) 

resting atop an anchor, and superimposed on a shield. 

• Below the shield, within the octagon, in a golden-bordered ribbon on a navy blue 

background, is inscribed the motto of the Indian Navy ‘Sam No Varunah’ in golden 

Devanagari script. 
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A-G disallows contempt proceedings against Sibal 

• Attorney General of India K.K. Venugopal has declined to give consent to a lawyer to 

initiate criminal contempt proceedings against senior advocate Kapil Sibal. 

• Mr Sibal had criticised a judgment of the Supreme Court dismissing Zakia Jafri’s 

allegations of a “larger conspiracy” behind the 2002 riots and a verdict upholding 

amendments made to the Prevention of Money Laundering Act. 

• Mr Venugopal said Mr Sibal’s statements pertaining to “loss of faith in the Supreme 

Court are not contemptuous on the face of it”. 

• The AG, whose consent is mandatory to initiate contempt proceedings in the apex 

court, explained that the import of Mr Sibal’s statements merely indicates that the 

orders of the court are not implemented on the ground. 

• The AG said the statements of Mr Sibal about the judgments would “fall squarely 

within the purview of ‘fair comment’. 
 

IMD forecast predicts above-average rainfall in September 

• For the third year in a row, India is expected to receive more than its usual quota of 

rain in September, a month that usually marks the retreat of the monsoon’s four-month 

sojourn over the country. 

• “The rainfall averaged over the country as a whole during September 2022 is most 

likely to be above normal or greater than 9% of the long period average (LPA),” the 

IMD said. 

• The LPA of rainfall over the country during the month of September based on data 

from 1971-2020 is about 167.9 mm. In 2020, India saw 9% more rain, with August 

registering 27% more rain and September 4% more than its usual quota. 

• The rainfall over the country as a whole in 2021 was 1% less than normal, though 

rainfall in September was a remarkable 35% above what is usual. 

• This year, the monsoon is already in surplus by about 6%. Three years of above-

normal rain in a block of four years is unprecedented in more than a century of IMD’s 

record keeping, the data suggest. 

La Nina Connection:  

• Why September has taken a shift towards excess rain is yet unknown, say, 

meteorologists, though the active spells in recent years is due to an active La Nina 
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which began around September 2020. La Nina, marked by cooler temperatures in the 

Central Pacific, usually means heavier monsoonal rains. 

• “Currently, La Nina conditions are prevailing over the equatorial Pacific region. The 

latest forecast indicates that the La Nina conditions will continue up to the end of the 

year. Other climate models are also indicating continuation of La Nina conditions 

during the upcoming season,” the IMD added. 

 

Paddy cultivation sees a decline 

• The trend of decrease in paddy sowing has continued even as the monsoon season in 

north India is in its last legs. According to the data released by the Union Agriculture 

Ministry, the decrease in the area of paddy cultivation is 22.90 lakh hectares, 5.62% 

less than the area covered in 2021. 

• Farmers’ organisations have been maintaining that the higher input cost, particularly 

the increase in prices of fertilizers, is the main reason for the decrease in paddy 

cultivation apart from scarcity of water. The government is hopeful about a normal 

monsoon this year. 

 

‘Chinese investment’ in sea cucumber farm kicks off concerns in 

Sri Lanka 

• Citing media reports of a Chinese firm investing in a sea cucumber farm in 

Pungudutivu, off Jaffna Peninsula in northern Sri Lanka, local fishermen have raised 

concern over its potential impact on their livelihoods, marine ecosystem, and land. 

• The commercial ventures, they fear, could adversely affect the local marine ecology 

on which their livelihoods rely. 

• Small-scale artisanal fishermen like him see the government’s recent push on 

aquaculture as the latest blow to their livelihoods, already precarious due to the 

relentless bottom-trawling by Indian fishermen in their seas for years, and the drastic, 

nearly four-fold increase in kerosene price last month. 

• In 2021, Sri Lanka exported about 336 tonnes of sea cucumber to China, Singapore, 

and Hong Kong, according to local media reports.  

• Desperate to find dollars to stabilise its battered economy, the Sri Lankan government 

appears to have identified potential for both foreign investment and exports in 
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breeding and selling the sausage-shaped marine animal considered a delicacy in China 

and Southeast Asia. Locals do not consume sea cucumbers. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. In India, cybercrime is increasing with the increased use of 

information and communication technology (ICT). However, 

despite this alarming trend, the capacity of enforcement agencies to 

investigate cybercrime remains limited. Discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. In order to initiate contempt proceedings in the Supreme Court 

whose consent is required? 

a. Attorney General of India 

b. Chief Justice of India 

c. Law Secretary  

d. Law Minister  

 


