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Current Affairs of the Day 
Vostok-2022 begins in Russia with India, and China participating 

• An Indian Army contingent comprising 

troops from 7/8 Gorkha Rifles is 

participating in the multilateral strategic 

and command exercise ‘Vostok-2022’ 

which commenced at the training grounds 

of the eastern military district in Russia. 

The exercise also includes participation by 

the Chinese People’s Liberation Army. 

• Russia has stated that Vostok-2022 will be conducted in two phases. Participating 

contingents include observers from the Collective Security Treaty Organisation, the 

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) and other partner states including Algeria, 

Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, India, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, China, Laos, 

Mongolia, Nicaragua, Syria and Tajikistan. 

• India also defended its participation in the exercises in response to U.S. criticism. 

“India has been regularly participating in multilateral exercises in Russia, along with 

a number of other countries,” said MEA. 

 

GST revenues cross the ₹1.4 lakh cr. mark again 

• India’s gross revenues from 

the Goods and Services Tax 

(GST) were ₹1,43,612 crore 

in August, 28% higher than a 

year ago. Revenues from 

import of goods soared 57% 

during the month while 

domestic transactions and 

import of services yielded 

19% higher taxes than in 

August 2021. 
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• This is the sixth successive month when GST revenues have been over the ₹1.4 lakh 

crore mark, the Finance Ministry said, stressing that GST collections have risen 33% 

till August this year, compared to the corresponding period of 2021-22, and are 

“continuing to display very high buoyancy”.  

 

An increase in violent crimes, and suicides in 2021 points to 

indirect consequences of the pandemic 

In a worrying trend, the registration of violent crimes such as rape, kidnapping, atrocities 

against children, robberies and murders increased in 2021 to levels set before the 

pandemic, in comparison to the drop in 2020, according to the annual report, “Crime in 

India” released by the NCRB earlier this week.  

• The drop, in 2020, 

seemed to, therefore, 

be an anomaly, either 

due to lowered 

registration or a partial 

decrease in 

occurrence as there 

were extensive 

lockdowns and office 

shutdowns.  

• Cruelty by husband or 

his relatives” 

constituted 31.8% of 

crimes against 

women, up from 30.2% in 2020 and 30.9% in 2019, indicating that domestic violence 

continued to be a major issue.  

• While violent crimes increased, the charge sheeting rate fell from 75.8% in 2020 to 

72.3% in 2021, as did the conviction rate (57% from 59.2% in 2020). So, law 

enforcement was less responsive in a year with more violent crimes.  

• The report also revealed that the suicide rate in the population in 2021 — 12 per one 

lakh people was the highest in the last five years. Domestic problems (33.2%) and 

illnesses (18.6%) were reported as the main reasons, with most victims being daily 
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wage earners (25.6%) and housewives (14.1%), revealing the severity of the pandemic 

and its indirect consequences on people.  

• The 5.9% jump in cases registered as cyber crimes over 2020, also indicates the 

increasing use of digital devices and the related challenges. This increase was more so 

in rural areas as cyber crime in metropolitan cities (with populations of more than two 

million people) registered a decline of 8.3% compared to 2020.  

 

Seven States cold to Centre’s crime portal 

• At least seven States and one Union Territory have given the cold shoulder to the 

Centre’s online platform meant to share information and coordinate action among law 

enforcement agencies on serious criminal incidents, including human trafficking, data 

show. 

• The MHA held a meeting with State nodal officers on August 17 on steps to curb 

human trafficking. 

• The Crime Multi Agency Centre (Cri-MAC) was launched in 2020 by the Ministry of 

Home Affairs (MHA) to share information on crime and criminals 24x7 with various 

law enforcement agencies and ensure a seamless flow of information among them.  

• The application run by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) aims to help in 

the early detection and prevention of crime incidents across the country. 

• West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Mizoram, Manipur, Nagaland and 

Sikkim and Union Territory of Dadra, Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu have not 

uploaded a single alert on Cri-MAC since the portal was launched in March 2020. 

• Delhi, Assam and Haryana uploaded the maximum number of alerts on the portal, 

which included information on the release of a hardened criminal from jail or an 

incident of terror, murder, and dacoity among others. 

Inter-State coordination 

• The Home Ministry said “Cri-MAC facilitates the dissemination of information about 

significant crimes, including human trafficking across the country on a real-time basis 

and enables inter-State coordination.  

• This can, inter-alia, help in locating and identifying the trafficked victims as also in 

prevention, detection and investigation of crime.” 
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• In a presentation to States, the MHA said the “Government of India recognises that 

human trafficking is a grave crime” and attaches high importance to the efforts 

directed at preventing and countering it. 

• It said human trafficking was a highly organised crime often involving inter-State 

gangs. The MHA cautioned that human trafficking cases are not registered under 

Sections 370/370A of the IPC by some authorities and requested to make optimal use 

of the penal Sections. 

 

UGC proposes clustering of colleges 

• The University Grants Commission (UGC) has finalised guidelines for transforming 

colleges and universities into multidisciplinary institutions and has prescribed three 

different approaches which include “clustering” of establishments located in 

proximity to each other. 

• The UGC will make public its “Guidelines for transforming higher educational 

institutions into multidisciplinary institutions”. These aim to help State governments 

and universities frame appropriate rules and policies. Promoting multidisciplinary 

institutions was a key recommendation of the National Education Policy, 2020. 

• The UGC has suggested academic collaboration between institutions through 

“clusters” of higher education institutions (HEIs) in order to promote multidisciplinary 

education and research in online and offline modes. 

• The cluster system will help single-stream institutions with poor enrolment due to a 

lack of employment-oriented, innovative multidisciplinary courses and lack of 

financial resources and help such centres improve their grades in National Assessment 

and Accreditation Council (NAAC) accreditation, say the guidelines.  

• The UGC has also prescribed two other approaches for existing colleges and 

universities to become multidisciplinary. These include the merger of single-stream 

institutions with other multidisciplinary institutions under the same management or 

different management, as well as expanding the number of departments in a college 

or university by adding new subjects such as languages, literature, music, Indology, 

sports, etc. 
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Indian-made HPV vaccine this year 

India’s first indigenously developed vaccine to prevent cervical cancer, CERVAVAC, 

will likely cost ₹200-400 a shot and be commercially available later this year. 

• CERVAVAC, 

developed by 

SII, was 

approved by the 

Drug Controller 

General of 

India. The event 

also underlined 

the role of the 

Indian 

government, 

particularly the 

Department of 

Biotechnology, 

in facilitating trials and investments in the vaccine candidate. 

• CERVAVAC is a quadrivalent vaccine, meaning it is effective against at least four 

variants of cancer-causing Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) and resulted from a 

partnership of DBT’s Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC), 

and the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation that supported Serum’s development 

efforts. 

• Annually, about 1.25 lakh women are diagnosed with cervical cancer, and over 75,000 

die from the disease in India. Close to 83% of invasive cervical cancers in India and 

70% of cases worldwide are attributed to HPV-types 16 or 18. HPV transmission is 

influenced by sexual activity and age.  

• Almost 75% of all sexually active adults are likely to be infected with at least one 

HPV type. A vast majority of the infections resolve themselves. 
 

‘Jobless rate zooms to 1-year high of 8.3%’ 

• India’s unemployment rate surged to a one-year high of 8.3% in August as 

employment sequentially fell by 2 million to 394.6 million, according to data from the 

Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE). 



 

6 

 

02.09.2022 | Friday 

• During July, the unemployment rate was at 6.8% and the employment was 397 million, 

the CMIE data showed.  

• The urban unemployment rate is usually higher at about 8% than the rural 

unemployment rate, which is usually around 7%. In August, urban unemployment... 

shot up to 9.6% and the rural unemployment rate also increased to 7.7%. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss whether Rule 9 of the Rules of the Central Civil 

Services (Conduct) Rules is in violation of Article 19 (freedom of 

speech and expression) of the Constitution or not. 

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following is not a National Party?  

a. Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) 

b. Bahujan Samaj Party 

c. Nationalist Congress Party 

d. The All India Trinamool Congress 

 


