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Current Affairs of the Day 
Challenging the Special Marriage Act, 1954 

• The Supreme Court dismissed a writ petition challenging the Constitutional validity 

of certain provisions of the Special Marriage Act, 1954 under which couples seek 

refuge for inter-faith and inter-caste marriages.  

• The writ petition has called the provisions under the SMA violative of the right to 

privacy guaranteed under Article 21 of the Constitution as they require couples to give 

a notice 30 days before the date of marriage inviting objections from the public.  

• These public notices have been used by anti-social elements to harass couples getting 

married. 
 

Huge haul of fake ₹2,000 notes: NCRB 

• Nearly 60% of all fake notes seized in 2021 were of ₹2,000 denomination, the Crime 

in India 2021 report compiled by the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) shows. 

Of the fake Indian currency notes with a face value of ₹20.39 crore seized in 2021, 

₹12.18 crore was in the denomination of ₹2,000. 

• The new ₹2,000 and ₹500 currency notes were introduced in 2016 after the old ₹500 

and ₹1,000 notes were scrapped by the Union government. The government had said 

that curbing fake notes was one of the primary objectives of the 2016 demonetisation 

exercise. 

• Post-2016, there has been an increase in the seizure of fake money, the NCRB data 

reveal. While in 2016, fake currency with a face value of ₹15.92 crores was seized, 

the seizures in 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021 stood at ₹28.1 crores, ₹17.95 crores, 

₹25.39 crores, ₹92.17 crores and ₹20.39 crore, respectively. In 2015, before 

demonetisation, ₹15.48 crore in fake currency was seized. 

• The Finance Ministry informed Parliament that the value of the counterfeit currency 

in the banking system reduced from ₹43.47 crores in 2016-17 to ₹8.26 crore in 2021-

22. 

The Ministry attributed the reduction in the number of counterfeit banknotes from 7.62 

lakh pieces in 2016-17 to 2.09 lakh pieces in 2020-21 to the Centre’s decision to cancel 

the legal tender status of ₹1,000 and ₹500 notes on November 8, 2016. 



 

2 

 

31.08.2022 | Wednesday 

‘Pasteurised, boiled milk safe, avoid raw produce’ 

• The process is now underway to ensure the commercial availability of India’s 

indigenous vaccine Lumpi-ProVac to protect livestock from lumpy skin disease. 

• Experts cautioned against the use of raw milk, especially during this infection phase, 

explaining that while pasteurised and boiled milk was safe, raw milk carried high 

levels of disease-causing 

bacteria. 

• Lumpi-ProVac has been 

developed by the National 

Research Centre on 

Equines, Hisar, Haryana, in 

collaboration with the 

Indian Veterinary Research 

Institute, Izatnagar 

(Bareilly).  

• Ever since the disease came 

to India in 2019, research 

institutes have been 

engaged in developing the 

vaccine. 

• Lumpy skin disease is an 

infectious viral disease of cattle, which often occurs in epizootic form. The disease is 

characterised by the eruption of nodules in the skin, which may cover the whole of the 

animal’s body. 

West U.P. turns hotspot of cattle disease 

• According to farmers, the infection is spreading like wildfire in western Uttar 

Pradesh.  

• There is no intervention from the government. There is no compensation for farmers 

who lost their cows and buffaloes. There is no treatment or vaccination. Those who 

do cattle-rearing are forced to manage this disease on their own,” said a farmers’ leader 

from Shamli. 

• The State government has a different position. The livestock and Dairy Development 

Minister told that the government was dealing with the issue with utmost seriousness.  
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The Solomon Islands suspends all visits from foreign Navies 

• Solomon Islands has suspended visits from all foreign Navies, citing a need to review 

approval processes. 

• The decision comes amid concerns over the Solomons’ growing ties with China in 

recent years, switching diplomatic recognition from Taipei to Beijing in 2019 and 

signing a security pact with the Asian power in 2022 

• Western governments are wary that the islands could provide China with a military 

foothold in a strategically important region. 

• Welcoming a U.S. hospital ship to the capital Honiara, the Prime Minister of the island 

said he was reviewing the process for allowing foreign military vessels to dock in the 

country.  
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Account for renewed interest in lunar exploration across 

the world.   

MCQs 
Q1. Recently Lumpy skin disease was seen in  

a. Cattle 

b. Lion 

c. Tiger 

d. Elephant 

 


