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Current Affairs of the Day 
5G cells to piggyback on poles, hoardings 

• To expedite the roll-

out of 5G, telecom 

operators in the 

country will 

leverage street 

furniture such as 

poles, 

advertisement 

hoardings and bus 

shelters for 

deploying low-

power base stations 

called ‘small cells’ 

that will help bring 

the network closer 

to the consumers. 

• Small cells are 

needed for 

deploying 5G as 

opposed to earlier 

generations such as 

4G, because of the 

frequency. The 

higher the 

frequency, the lower the wavelength, which means that the distance they travel is less. 

• He added that for higher frequencies in the range of 3.3-3.6 GHz, which are expected 

to be used for offering 5G services, the waves will travel 100-150 metres. At present, 

telecom towers, which are about 30 metres high, are placed at a distance of about 5 

km apart. 

• Small cells are low-powered radio access nodes or base stations that have a coverage 

range from a few metres up to a few hundred metres.  
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India refers to Taiwan Strait ‘militarisation’ 

• India has for the first time referred to what it called “the militarization of the Taiwan 

Strait”, marking a rare instance of New Delhi appearing to comment on China’s 

actions towards Taiwan. 

• The reference to Taiwan, in a statement issued by the Indian High Commission in Sri 

Lanka, marked a more pronounced expression of the situation in the Taiwan Strait 

than its previous response on August 12 to China’s military drills. 

 

To boost self-reliance, Rajnath releases a third indigenisation list 

• In line with the effort to promote self-reliance in defence manufacturing, and 

minimising imports by the defence public sector undertakings (DPSUs), Defence 

Minister approved the third Positive Indigenisation List (PIL) of 780 strategically 

important line replacement units (LRU), sub-systems and components, with a timeline 

beyond which they will only be procured from the domestic industry. 

• This is different from the three PILs announced for the armed forces. 

• “This list is in continuation to the two PILs of LRUs, sub-systems, assemblies, sub-

assemblies and components that were published in December 2021 and March 2022.  

‘Achieve self-reliance’ 

• The Ministry explained that the indigenisation of these items will be taken up through 

different routes under the ‘Make’ category of the procurement procedure.  

• The ‘Make’ category aims to achieve self-reliance with greater participation by the 

Indian industry, and projects involving the design and development of equipment, 

systems, major platforms or upgrades thereof by the industry can be taken up under 

this category. 

 

‘Financial inclusion will spur growth 

• Financial inclusion is a major step towards inclusive growth which ensures the overall 

economic development of the marginalised sections of the society, Finance Minister 

Nirmala Sitharaman said. 

• The success of the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana since August 28, 2014, is 

reflected in terms of the opening of over 46 crore bank accounts with a deposit balance 
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of ₹1.74 lakh crore with its expanded coverage to 67% rural or semi-urban areas as 

well as 56% of women Jan Dhan account holders. 

• Continuation of PMJDY beyond 2018 saw a marked shift in approach to meet 

challenges and requirements of the emerging FI (financial inclusion) landscape in the 

country. 

• There has been a shift in focus from ‘every household’ to ‘every adult’, with added 

emphasis on the usage of accounts by enhancing Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) flows 

through these accounts, promoting digital payments through the use of RuPay cards, 

etc. 

• The underlying pillars of PMJDY have made it possible to adopt a multi-stakeholders 

collaborative approach while leveraging technology for serving the unserved and 

underserved areas as well. 

The advantage of the architecture created under the FI ecosystem came in handy during 

the pandemic when it facilitated direct income support to farmers under PM-KISAN and 

transfer of ex-gratia payment to women PMJDY account holders under PM Garib Kalyan 

package in a seamless and time-bound manner. 

 

IARI: New virus behind mystery dwarfing of rice 

• THE INDIAN Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) has confirmed that the 

mysterious disease resulting in “dwarfing” of rice plants, reported mainly from Punjab 

and Haryana, has been caused by the Southern Rice Black-Streaked Dwarf Virus 

(SRBSDV).  

• The virus is spread by the white-backed plant hopper, an insect pest, which injects it 

while sucking the sap from mostly young plants. 

• The presence of the virus was detected both in the infected plants and the body of the 

vector insect, whose RNA was isolated. But the virus was not found in the seeds 

collected from the infected plants.  

• The virus is specific to the phloem (plant tissues that transport sugar and organic 

nutrients from the leaves to other parts) and is not transmitted by seed or grain 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1.  During the pandemic, larger formal firms have gained market 

share at the expense of the smaller players leading to subdued 

employment prospects and sluggish wage growth. Comment.  

MCQs 
Q1. Smart Cells and Millimetre-wave technology is related to  

a. 5G 

b. Internet of things 

c. Virtual reality 

d. Metaverse 

 


