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Current Affairs of the Day 
Aircraft carrier Vikrant to be commissioned on Sept. 2 

 

• Commissioning of the country’s first indigenously built aircraft carrier Vikrant will 

enhance peace, security and stability in the Indian Ocean and Indo-Pacific Region, the 

Vice-Chief of the Naval Staff, Vice-Admiral S.N. Ghormade, said. The carrier is set 

to be commissioned on September 2 in the presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 

• From November, we will commence landing trials which we hope to complete by the 

middle of next year. We will put in all effort so that the aircraft carrier is operational 

with the aircraft, and the aircraft which are available with us are the MiG-29s. The 

carrier should be fully operational by 2023-end. 

• The Vice-Admiral said that the long-term plan was to deploy the twin-engine deck-

based fighter being developed by the DRDO, but in the interim, the Navy was looking 

at procuring a jet, to be selected between the Super Hornet and Rafale. 
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India and Bangladesh discuss river water sharing issues 

 

• India and Bangladesh discussed a wide range of issues related to the major common 

rivers such as the Ganga, Teesta and several smaller rivers during the 38th meeting of 

the Joint River Commission (JRC).  

• The Indian delegation assured the Bangladesh delegation that India was making 

“utmost efforts” for agreement on the Teesta. 

• The JRC meeting, held in a cordial and friendly atmosphere, discussed the whole 

gamut of the issues related to the common rivers between the two countries, especially 

the Ganga, Teesta, Manu, Muhuri, Khowai, Gumti, Dharla, Dudkhkumar and 

Kushiyara. 

• The two sides also discussed the exchange of flood-related data and information, river-

bank protection works, common basin management, and also the River Interlinking 

Project of India. 
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The One Nation One Fertiliser scheme, the Govt’s logic, and some 

immediate risks 

• The Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilisers announced that it has been decided to 

implement One Nation One Fertiliser by introducing a “Single Brand for Fertilisers 

and Logo” under the fertiliser subsidy scheme named “Pradhanmantri Bhartiya 

Janurvarak Pariyojna” (PMBJP). 

• The single brand name for UREA, DAP, MOP and NPK etc. would be BHARAT 

UREA, BHARAT DAP, BHARAT MOP and BHARAT NPK etc. respectively for all 

Fertiliser Companies, State Trading Entities (STEs) and Fertiliser Marketing Entities 

(FMEs)”. 

• Also, “a logo indicating Fertiliser subsidy scheme namely Pradhanmantri Bhartiya 

Janurvarak Pariyojna will be used on said fertiliser bags”. 

• Under the new “One Nation One Fertiliser” scheme, companies are allowed to display 

their name, brand, logo and other relevant product information only on one-third space 

of their bags. On the remaining two-thirds space, the “Bharat” brand and 

Pradhanmantri Bharatiya Jan Urvarak Pariyojana logo will have to be shown. 

The government’s argument for introducing this scheme: 

The government’s logic for introducing a single ‘Bharat’ brand for all subsidised 

fertilisers being marketed by companies is as follows: 

• The maximum retail price of urea is currently fixed by the government, which 

compensates companies for the higher cost of manufacturing or imports incurred by 

them.  

• The MRPs of non-urea fertilisers are, on paper, decontrolled. But companies cannot 

avail of subsidy if they sell at MRPs higher than that informally indicated by the 

government. Simply put, there are some 26 fertilisers (inclusive of urea), on which 

government bears subsidy and also effectively decides the MRPs; 

• Apart from subsidising and deciding at what price companies can sell, the government 

also decides where they can sell. This is done through the Fertiliser (Movement) 

Control Order, 1973. Under this, the department of fertilisers draws an agreed monthly 

supply plan on all subsidised fertilisers in consultation with manufacturers and 

importers.  

• When the government is spending vast sums of money on fertiliser subsidy (the bill is 

likely to cross Rs 200,000 crore in 2022-23), plus deciding where and at what price 
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companies can sell, it would obviously want to take credit and send that message to 

farmers. 

The drawbacks of the scheme: 

• It will disincentivise fertiliser companies from undertaking marketing and brand 

promotion activities. They will now be reduced to contract manufacturers and 

importers for the government. Any company’s strength ultimately is its brands and 

farmer trust built over decades. 

• Currently, in case of any bag or batch of fertilisers does not meet the required 

standards, the blame is put on the company. But now, that may be passed on fully to 

the government.  

• Politically, the scheme might well boomerang rather than benefit the ruling party. 

 

Jupiter like never seen before, through the Webb telescope 

 

• While most of us are familiar with the yellow and reddish-brown gas giant, the 

telescope’s Near-Infrared Camera, with its specialized infrared filters, has shown 

Jupiter encompassed in blue, green, white, yellow and orange hues. 
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• Since infrared light is not visible to the human eye, the images were artificially 

coloured to match those on the visible spectrum, so that the planet’s distinctive 

features could stand out, according to NASA. 

• Jupiter’s famous Great Red Spot, a storm so big that it could swallow Earth, appeared 

bright white in the image, since it was reflecting a lot of sunlight, the space agency 

stated. 

• The James Webb Space Telescope, NASA’s latest and most powerful telescope, has 

captured new images of our solar system’s largest planet, Jupiter, presenting it in a 

never before seen light.  

• The photographs published have captured a new view of the planet, presenting in detail 

its massive storms, colourful auroras, faint rings and two small moons — Amalthea 

and Adrastea. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. “The ocean brings light to my country. Every place on the map 

of India near the ocean is well-off, but the river brings darkness to 

India.” How is the Arth Ganga approach different from the Namami 

Gange? Discuss its relevance in the light of above statement.  

MCQs 
Q1. Famous Great Red Spot, a storm so big that it could swallow 

Earth is found on  

a. Saturn 

b. Jupiter 

c. Neptune 

d. Uranus 

 


