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Current Affairs of the Day 
Amethi unit all set to make AK-203 rifles 

 

• The production of the AK-203 assault rifles by the Indo-Russian joint venture at 

Amethi, Uttar Pradesh, is set to begin by year-end and the manufacturing equipment 

required for it will be dispatched from Russia shortly, according to a senior official of 

Kalashnikov, the Russian company which manufactures the rifles. 

• A modern production line has been established and a small arms range has been set up 

where acceptance tests of rifles will be carried out. The full-scale production is 

expected to be reached within 2-3 years. 

• As per contractual terms, the first 70,000 AK-203 rifles will be produced in India with 

a phased increase in the extent of localisation from 5% to 70%. The remaining rifles 

will be produced with 100% localisation. 
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‘More people reading Dabholkar after murder’ 

• “The bullets that were fired to silence Dr Narendra Dabholkar’s work has led to more 

awareness of his ideology”, his son Hamid said on Dabholkar’s ninth death 

anniversary. 

• On August 20, 2013, the founder of Maharashtra Andhashraddha Nirmoolan Samiti 

and anti-superstition crusader Dabholkar was shot dead while he was out on a morning 

walk in Pune. 

• Daughter Mukta Dabholkar said: “Dr Dabholkar will always be remembered as a 

social reformer. He used to say the success of his work should be calculated not in 

decades but in centuries. It is only after his death that the progressive Maharashtra 

Prevention and Eradication of Human Sacrifice and other Inhuman, Evil and Aghori 

Practices and Black Magic Act, 2013 was introduced.” 

 

Indian team deliberating on ocean diversity pact 

• A delegation from India and other member countries of the United Nations is in New 

York to deliberate on a one-of-its-kind agreement to conserve marine biodiversity in 

the high seas, namely the oceans that extend beyond countries’ territorial waters. The 

high seas comprise nearly 45% of the Earth’s surface. 

• The agreement follows a resolution by the UN General Assembly in May and is 

expected to be the final in a series set in motion since 2018 to draft an international 

legally binding instrument under the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of 

the Sea (UNCLOS). 

• A key aspect of the agreement is deciding on the rights of companies that undertake 

exploration for biological resources in the high seas. Do companies have absolute 

rights on any discovery or extraction in these regions or should they share their gains, 

in terms of intellectual property and royalties with an UN-prescribed body? 

Mining on high seas:  

• Typically, the focus of mining activity in the sea has been for gas hydrates, precious 

metals and other fossil fuel resources. However, with advances in biotechnology and 

genetic engineering, several companies see potential in exotic microbes and other 

organisms — several of them undiscovered — that abide in the deep ocean and could 

be used for drugs and vaccines. 
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• In 2021, the Union Cabinet approved a ‘Blue Economy’ policy for India, a nearly 

₹4,000-crore programme spread over five years. This among other things will develop 

a manned submersible vessel as well as work on “bio-prospecting of deep-sea flora 

and fauna including microbes”. Studies on the sustainable utilisation of deep-sea bio-

resources will be the main focus. 

 

Mishap at Meghalaya coal mine leaves one dead, another hurt 

• An accident at an illegal coal mining in Meghalaya killed one person and left another 

battling for his life. 

• The National Green Tribunal banned hazardous rathole coal mining in April 2014. 

The Supreme Court also imposed restrictions, later on, allowing only the coal 

extracted till the ban came into effect to be transported. 

• But coal mining has continued illegally allegedly because several politicians and 

officials are either owners of the mines or are involved in the illegal coal trade. 

Consequently, accidents in the unregulated mines have claimed at least 30 lives in the 

last five years. 

• The High Court of Meghalaya had directed the government to set up a committee 

“without any political interference” to implement the ban on rathole coal mining. 

• The court had directed the government to dispose of the previously-mined coal and 

ensure that there is no fresh mining.  

 

U.P. to generate 16 GW solar power in five years 

• The Uttar Pradesh government unveiled the draft of its Solar Energy Policy-2022, 

which suggests that the State would be targeting the generation of 16,000 Mega Watt 

of renewable power by 2026-27. 

• The government has proposed to meet the ambitious 16,000 MW target by generating 

4,000 MW from solar rooftop projects, 2,000 MW from distributed solar generation 

and the rest (10,000 MW) from utility/grid-scale solar projects and solar parks. 

• Under the proposed policy, the government would develop 20 solar cities covering 10 

lakh households with rooftop installations. The draft also proposes rooftop solar 

installations in government buildings and in 21,000 unelectrified primary schools. 
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• The policy aims to develop solar parks, promotion of small decentralized grid-

connected solar power, promotion of solar installations and strengthen transmission 

networks for evacuation of solar projects by the development of the Green Energy 

Corridor in the Bundelkhand region. 

 

Teacher with disabilities wins discrimination case in SC 

• A teacher, living with disabilities, who fought the Rajasthan government’s decision to 

demote him in return for transferring him to his home town won his case in the 

Supreme Court, which declared the marginalisation of the disabled as a human rights 

issue. 

• The Supreme Court took exception to the hard bargain the disabled teacher had to 

endure. A Bench led by Justice Indira Banerjee also noted how the High Court did not 

appreciate the plight of the teacher, Net Ram Yadav. 

• Mr Yadav had asked for a transfer from his then working place, 550 kms. away from 

his district, so that he could be near his family who could support him. 

• The court’s attention was drawn to a circular issued by the State government in 2000 

enabling employees with disabilities to be posted at a convenient place near their 

family, relatives, and friends. 

• The court said the benefit of the circular should be extended to Mr. Yadav though he 

had joined as a teacher in 1993. 

• Exclusion of the benefit of the circular to handicapped employees already in 

employment at the time of its issuance would violate the fundamental right of equality 

of those employees. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The laws relating to economic policies should be viewed with 

greater latitude and deference and the wisdom of economic 

policies is not subject to judicial review. Discuss the statement in 

the light of the ongoing discussion on freebies culture.  

MCQs 
Q1. AK-203 rifles will be manufactured in the Indian state of  

a. Uttar Pradesh 

b. Haryana 

c. Uttara Khand 

d. Rajasthan 

 


