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Current Affairs of the Day 
Avoid unilateral action to alter Taiwan status quo, says India 

• India called 

for “restraint” 

over Taiwan 

and cautioned 

against “any 

unilateral 

action to 

change the 

status quo” 

while 

maintaining 

that its 

position on 

the ‘One 

China policy 

has been 

“well known 

and 

consistent” 

that doesn’t 

need any 

reiteration. 

• India had maintained a studied silence on the situation as China held military drills 

near Taiwan after U.S. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visit to the island. China has 

halted the drills but announced that its “war preparation” would continue.  

• As the crisis intensified, China stepped up global diplomacy and reached out to 

countries in the southeast and south Asia, seeking support for its One China policy.  

• A spokesperson of the Embassy of China here earlier had said that 170 countries had 

supported the One China policy and that China would not “renounce” the option of 

force in dealing with Taiwan. 
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J&J set to wind up the worldwide sale of talc-based baby powder 

• Johnson & Johnson is pulling baby powder containing talc worldwide next year after 

it did the same in the U.S. and Canada amid thousands of lawsuits claiming it caused 

cancer. Talc will be replaced by cornstarch, the company said. 

• The company has faced litigation alleging its talcum powder caused users to develop 

ovarian cancer, through use for feminine hygiene, or mesothelioma, cancer that strikes 

the lungs and other organs. 

• J&J insists, and the overwhelming majority of medical research on talc indicates, that 

the talc baby powder is safe and doesn’t cause cancer. 

 

Govt. to enumerate people who clean sewers 

• The Ministry of Social Justice 

and Empowerment (MoSJ&E) 

is now preparing to undertake 

a nationwide survey to 

enumerate all people engaged 

in hazardous cleaning of 

sewers and septic tanks, an 

activity that has led to at least 

351 deaths since 2017.  

• Drawing a distinction between 

this work and manual 

scavenging, the Ministry 

insisted that the practice of 

manual scavenging no longer 

takes place in the country as all 

manual scavengers had been 

accounted for and enrolled on 

the rehabilitation scheme. 

National Action Plan for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem (NAMASTE) 

• Ministry officials said that the enumeration exercise, soon to be conducted across 500 

AMRUT (Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation) cities, is part of 

the Union government’s National Action Plan for Mechanised Sanitation Ecosystem 
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(NAMASTE), which will streamline the process of rehabilitating sanitation workers 

and eventually merge with and replace the Self-Employment Scheme for the 

Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers (SRMS), which was started in 2007. 

• The NAMASTE scheme is being undertaken jointly by the Ministry of Housing and 

Urban Affairs and the MoSJ&E and aims to eradicate unsafe sewer and septic tank 

cleaning practices. 

• Other benefits under the scheme will include capital subsidies of up to ₹5 lakh on 

sanitation machinery costing up to ₹15 lakh and interest subsidies on loans, where 

interest rates will be capped between 4-6% for the beneficiaries. 

 

Centre begins a scheme to rehabilitate beggars 

• The Social Justice and 

Empowerment Ministry 

launched the ‘SMILE-75’ 

initiative for comprehensive 

rehabilitation of persons 

engaged in begging in 75 

identified municipalities as 

a part of the celebrations of 

75 years of Independence. 

• The initiative is part of the 

Social Justice Ministry’s 

ongoing SMILE project 

(Support for Marginalised 

Individuals for Livelihood 

and Enterprise) for which 

₹100 crores has been 

allocated till 2025-2026. 

• The SMILE-75 initiative 

will cover several 

comprehensive welfare measures for persons who are engaged in the act of begging 

with a focus extensively on rehabilitation, provision of medical facilities, counselling, 

awareness, education, skill development, and economic linkages and convergence 

with other government welfare programmes etc. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. What is NATO? What is the significance of India’s talks 

with NATO? 

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following country does not open to the 

Baltic sea? 

a. Latvia 

b. Estonia 

c. Lithuania 

d. Belarus 

 


