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Current Affairs of the Day 
To boost spending, the Centre releases ₹1.16 lakh cr. to States 

 

• The Centre released over ₹1.16 lakh crore to the States, equivalent to two monthly 

instalments of tax devolution, to help front-load State governments’ capital spending 

abilities in this financial year. 

• Coming soon after the expiry of the assured Goods and Services Tax (GST) 

compensation to States from this July, economists expect the move to give the States 

twice the monthly share of net proceeds of Union taxes and duties for August to bolster 

their cash flows and nudge them into planning and executing capital expenditure 

(CAPEX) outlays. 

• As against a “normal monthly devolution” of ₹58,332.86 crores, the Finance Ministry 

said ₹1,16,665.75 crore had been released “in line with the commitment of the 

Government of India to strengthen the hands of States to accelerate their capital and 

developmental expenditure”. 
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• Tax revenues have been buoyant so this is a good move from the Centre to provide an 

incentive for States to push discretionary spending, which is largely on capital 

investment projects. 

• In the last two years, we have seen States hold back a bit on such spending to meet 

their committed expenses such as salaries and pensions first. With more funds at their 

disposal now, they can consider such discretionary spending. 

 

Aviation safety regulator opens the door for transgender pilots 

• In a big win for aspiring 

pilot Adam Harry and 

the entire transgender 

community, the aviation 

safety regulator has for 

the first time framed 

new medical guidelines 

that allow transgender 

persons who have 

completed gender 

transition therapy or 

surgery to be declared 

fit to fly. 

• Ongoing hormone therapy will also not be a ground for disqualification. 

• The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) issued guidelines for aeromedical 

evaluation of transgender persons for obtaining medical clearance for all categories of 

pilot’s licence — private pilot’s licence, student pilot licence and commercial pilot 

licence. 

 

‘Credibility of UN sanctions regime at all-time low’ 

• The credibility of the United Nations sanctions regime is at an “all-time low”, India 

said, taking aim at China, Pakistan, Afghanistan and the United Nations Secretariat 

over “selectivity” and “double standards” against terrorism. 

• Delivering a speech sharply critical of the UN processes, at a Security Council session 

on ‘Threats to international peace and security caused by terrorist acts’, where she did 
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not name the countries, India’s UN envoy Ruchira Kamboj took exception to China’s 

decision to place a hold on terror listings, the “glorification” of terror acts by Pakistan, 

and the Taliban regime in Afghanistan for providing shelter to terror groups, including 

ISIL-Khorasan which was behind the attacks on a Gurdwara in Kabul. 

• In particular, India slammed the UN Secretary-General’s report on terrorism that had, 

in its section on threats in Central and South Asia, referred only to ISIL-K, and not to 

the allied groups that target India, which New Delhi has been providing information 

on. 

Deep disappointment 

• India expressed deep disappointment with the UNSC ‘sanctions regime’ against al-

Qaeda and the Islamic State (ISIL), which was first put into place in the late 1990s 

and then updated as a part of the global war on terrorism.  

• New Delhi has faced frequent blocks and ‘technical holds’ placed by Beijing in its 

attempts to add a number of terrorists to the UNSC-designated terrorist listings, 

including the top leadership of the LeT and the JeM based in Pakistan and Afghanistan. 

India also announced that it will host a special meeting of the UNSC’s Counter-Terror 

Committee (CTC) in Delhi and Mumbai to discuss new challenges such as cybercrime 

and terror financing through crypto wallets. 

 

‘Freebies’ can be lifesavers during dire times: ECI 

• What is considered “freebies” in normal times can be lifesavers during a disaster or a 

pandemic, the Election Commission of India (ECI) told the Supreme Court. 

• The poll body was giving the top court its take on a petition filed by advocate Ashwini 

Upadhyay to ban the practice of political parties promising “irrational freebies”, 

especially during election time to garner votes. 

• The ECI said both “irrational” and “freebies” were terms open to subjective 

interpretation. They have no legal precise definitions. What may be irrational or a 

freebie for one, maybe rational and essential for another section of society 

• Freebies’ can have a different impact on society, economy and equity depending on 

the situation… For instance, during natural disasters/pandemics, providing life-saving 

medicine, food, and funds may be a life and economic saviour but in normal times, 

they could be termed ‘freebies’,” the ECI reasoned. 
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• The benefits of cross-subsidisation and situation/sector-specific reliefs to address the 

different vulnerabilities of sections of society cannot be underestimated, the poll body 

said. 

The dilemma of banning: 

• The ECI said a ban on freebies could be “tweaked” by political parties to serve their 

own ends. “Political parties can make such promises they know would be banned or 

adversely commented upon by the regulatory authority. This might serve to give them 

more publicity and mileage than actual implementation post-election,” the ECI said. 

• The ECI, however, said it welcomed the court’s proposal to set up an expert body, 

drawn from a wide spectrum of government and non-government bodies, to study and 

suggest solutions to the problem of freebies. 

• But the ECI said it cannot be part of the body. “It may not be appropriate for the 

Commission, being the constitutional authority, to offer to be part of the expert 

committee, especially if there are Ministers and government bodies in the expert 

body,” the ECI affidavit said. 

 

Taiwan drills conclude China reaffirms reunification pledge 

• China’s military said, after close to one week of military exercises surrounding 

Taiwan, that it had “successfully completed” its drills, even as Beijing once again 

pledged that it would seek “reunification”. 

• The PLA Eastern Theatre Command said it had “completed” various tasks that had 

“effectively tested the military’s integrated joint combat capability.”  

• It added that it would continue to carry out training and “regularly organise combat 

readiness” patrols across the Taiwan Strait. 

• China has sought to convey that the exercises, which included aircraft and warships 

crossing the median line of the Taiwan Strait and the firing of conventional missiles 

over Taiwan, would bring in a new normal in military activity. 

• Beijing released its only third ever “white paper” on its Taiwan policy, which 

reaffirmed its quest for “reunification” and appeared to withdraw some of the 

autonomy guarantees made in earlier white papers in 1993 and 2000. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Critically discuss the Electricity (Amendment) Bill, 2022 

with focus on its implications on power sector health, federalism 

and fiscal prudence.  
 

MCQs 
Q1. The subject of electricity is in  

a. Concurrent list 

b. State list 

c. Centre list  

d. Residuary power of union 

 


