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Current Affairs of the Day 
India begins cooperation with Combined Maritime Forces 

• Last month, India formally commenced cooperation with the Bahrain-based 

multilateral partnership, Combined Maritime Forces (CMF). However, the modalities 

of the exact nature of cooperation are being worked out, according to official sources. 

• At the India-

U.S. 2+2 in 

April, India 

announced that 

it would join 

the CMF as an 

Associate 

Partner, which 

would 

strengthen 

cooperation in 

regional 

security in the 

western Indian 

Ocean. 

• Joining the 

CMF is the 

latest in a 

series of 

multilateral engagements by the Indian Navy as part of India’s widening military 

diplomacy. 

• “Commitments to resources and personnel are limited for Associate membership and 

it will be cooperative engagement based on the needs and requirements. The 

modalities for this are being worked out,” an official source said. 

• The Indian Navy could be contributing a warship when required, however, there is no 

deployment as of now, the source added. 
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Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) 

• The Combined Maritime Forces is a multinational naval partnership to promote 

security, stability and prosperity across approximately 3.2 million square miles of 

international waters, which encompass some of the world’s most important shipping 

lanes. 

• The 34-nation grouping is commanded by a U.S. Navy Vice Admiral, who also serves 

as Commander U.S. Naval Forces CENTCOM and U.S. Fifth Fleet. All three 

commands are co-located at U.S. Naval Support Activity Bahrain. In the immediate 

neighbourhood, Pakistan is a full member of the Combined Maritime Forces. 

• It comprises three task forces: CTF 150 (maritime security and counter-terrorism), 

CTF 151 (counter-piracy) and CTF 152 (Arabian Gulf security and cooperation). 

 

CSIR gets its first woman chief 

• The Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) has, for the first time in its 

80-year history, appointed a woman Director-General. 

• N. Kalaiselvi, currently Director of the CSIR-Central Electro Chemical Research 

Institute (CSIR-CECRI), will now lead the network of 38 laboratories and nearly 4,500 

scientists, and has been appointed for two years, said a note from the Appointments 

Committee of the Union Cabinet. 

• Ms Kalaiselvi’s research spans over 25 years and is focused on electrochemical power 

systems and developing electrode materials, custom-design synthesis methods, 

optimising reaction parameters and electrochemical evaluation of in-house prepared 

electrode materials for making energy storage devices. 

• Her research interests include lithium and beyond lithium batteries, supercapacitors 

and waste-to-wealth driven electrodes and electrolytes for energy storage and electro-

catalytic applications. 

• She has been involved in projects to increase electric mobility in India and her 

expertise in these sectors will likely help with India’s push toward increasing the 

number of electric vehicles. India has around 1.4 million electric vehicles comprising 

motorbikes, cars, three-wheelers and buses. 

• The Centre announced the second phase of a programme, FAME (Faster Adoption and 

Manufacturing of (Hybrid &) Electric Vehicles in India), that will invest ₹10,000 

crores in developing electric vehicle infrastructure. 
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‘Climate change fuelling rise in extreme weather events 

• Climate change has 

hampered the ability of 

forecasting agencies to 

accurately predict severe 

events and the India 

Meteorological 

Department is installing 

more radars and 

upgrading its high-

performance computing 

system to meet the 

challenge. 

• The monsoon rainfall 

had not shown any 

significant trend in the 

country, the number of 

heavy rainfall events had 

increased and that of 

light rainfall events had 

decreased due to climate 

change. 

• The impact-based 

forecast will improve to become “more granular, specific and accurate” by 2025 and 

the IMD will be able to provide forecasts up to panchayat-level clusters and specific 

areas in cities in the coming years, the IMD chief said. 

The severity of cyclones 

• “Climate change has increased the instability in the atmosphere, leading to an increase 

in convective activity — thunderstorms, lightning and heavy rainfall. The severity of 

cyclones in the Arabian Sea is also increasing. 

• A study by the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology, MoES says the frequency of 

mini-cloud bursts (five cm or more rainfall in an hour) is increasing in the Himalayas. 

And it can also cause damage. 
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27 states providing power subsidy, MP, Rajasthan and K’taka 

top list 

• A total of 27 states and Union territories out of 36 are providing subsidised electricity 

to consumers, with at least ₹1.32 trillion spent nationwide in the 2020-21 financial 

year alone, power ministry data show. Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Karnataka 

footed the highest power subsidy bill, accounting for ₹48,248 crores or 36.4%. 

• The data assumes significance as the Supreme Court is hearing public interest 

litigation that wants political parties to be deregistered and their election symbols 

seized for offering “irrational freebies” ahead of polls. 

• State-owned electricity distribution companies have been incurring losses running into 

lakhs of crores for many years in India. The Centre has on multiple occasions launched 

bailout packages, but the distribution utilities continue to remain sick. 

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi asked the states to clear dues to power utilities 

amounting to ₹2.5 trillion and termed the culture of subsidies as “a serious disorder” 

in Indian politics. 

• Madhya Pradesh, ruled by the BJP, has spent ₹47,932 crores between 2018-19 and 

2020-21. Similarly, Congress-led Rajasthan has spent ₹40,278 crores in the past three 

years and ₹6,545 crores in 2020-21 alone.  

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss challenges associated with the collegium system.  

MCQs 
Q1. Last month, India formally commenced cooperation with the 

Bahrain-based multilateral partnership, Combined Maritime 

Forces (CMF). It is commanded by  

a. USA 

b. Bahrain 

c. UAE 

d. Israel 

 


