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Current Affairs of the Day 
SC moots verdict for ‘bodily autonomy’ 

• Rules under MTP Act 

permit pregnancy 

termination up to 24 

weeks in 7 categories 

• The Supreme Court 

said it may loosen the 

restrictive grip of a 51-

year-old abortion law 

which bars unmarried 

women from 

terminating 

pregnancies up to 24 

weeks old, saying the 

prohibition was 

“manifestly arbitrary and violative of women’s right to bodily autonomy and dignity”. 

• The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act of 1971 and its Rules of 2003 prohibit 

unmarried women who are between 20 weeks and 24 weeks pregnant from aborting 

with the help of registered medical practitioners. 

• An unmarried woman suffers an unwanted pregnancy, why should she be excluded 

from termination up to 24 weeks if a married woman is allowed it… The danger to 

life is as much in the case of an unmarried woman as in the case of a married woman. 

• The court noted that the rules permit termination of pregnancies of up to 24 weeks in 

seven specific categories, including survivors of rape or sexual assault, minors, in case 

of physical disabilities and fetal malformation. But Justice Chandrachud said an 

unmarried woman whose pregnancy is over 20 weeks may have also conceived in a 

similarly vulnerable situation. 

• “Such an unmarried woman may have been exploited… The source of her pregnancy 

may also be the same vulnerability that applies to other women… You must have a 

forward-looking interpretation of the law,” Justice Chandrachud responded to the 

government.  
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SC to govt: Unclog jails to mark 75th yr of Independence 

• Unclogging prisons and trial courts could be a perfect way of celebrating 75 years of 

India’s 

independence, 

said the 

Supreme Court 

while imploring 

the Union 

government to 

quickly come up 

with measures 

for facilitating 

the release of 

under-trials and 

those convicted 

of minor offences. 

• A bench of justices Sanjay Kishan Kaul and MM Sundresh added that inmates should 

ideally be let out on bail if the judiciary cannot decide their cases within 10 years, 

lamenting that a person cannot get his life back if he is finally exonerated after that 

period. 

• The government is celebrating 75 years of independence as ‘Azadi ka Amrit 

Mahotsav’ (elixir of freedom). This is the perfect time to utilise this celebration for 

coming up with measures to release under-trials and other convicts who have served 

a substantial part of their sentence. The idea is to unclog the jails and unclog the trial 

courts. 

• According to the bench, the Centre should have a dialogue with states and Union 

territories to evolve a policy where certain categories of under-trials and convicts 

could be released after a fixed term on a bond of good conduct. 
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India is likely to receive the first batch of cheetahs on Aug 13: MP 

officials 

 

• India is likely to receive the first batch of cheetahs from two African countries —

South Africa and Namibia — for their translocation in Madhya Pradesh’s Kuno 

National Park on August 13. 

• The animal will return to a wild enclosure in India 69 years after the last recorded 

cheetah was hunted down in Chhattisgarh in 1952. 
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Facebook removed 300 accounts for ‘mass-harassing people’, 

says report 

• Facebook and Instagram took down a “brigading network” of around 300 accounts in 

India that “worked together to mass-harass people, including activists, comedians, 

actors and other influencers” that were posting content “deemed offensive to Hindus”, 

the service's parent company Meta said in its latest threat assessment report 

• The report comes in the growing concern over hate and harassment on social media, 

including those by troll farms and bots. This network was active across the internet, 

including Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, Twitter and Telegram.  

• Separately, the Election Commission informed Parliament that they received 130 

complaints of hate speeches on social media since 2019. Whether these were actioned 

was not mentioned in the report. 

• It also took down several clusters, nearly 2,000 accounts, pages and groups on 

Facebook and Instagram that targeted women in India with sexualizing content and 

harassment.  

• Such mass-scale de-platforming of accounts by Facebook in India raises several 

questions on the power of platforms and regulatory checks on the same. 

• The government has recently also proposed a grievance redressal mechanism where 

aggrieved citizens can appeal in the case, they are dissatisfied with the decision of the 

social media company to deplatform them. 

 

IMD: East, NE recorded the warmest July in 122 yrs 

• East and northeast India, which received below-normal rainfall last month, 

experienced their warmest July in 122 years, according to a monthly climate report 

released by the India Meteorological Department (IMD). 

• The report — which underlined that the two regions recorded the highest mean, 

minimum and maximum temperatures for July in 122 years — showed the severe and 

prolonged dry conditions through July also led to extreme heat. 

• The temperatures over east and northeast India were the highest since record-keeping 

because of the large deficiency in rainfall over the region. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. New Delhi must note that Taiwan’s close economic links with 

China have not stopped Taipei from asserting its rights. Critically 

discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. India is importing African Cheetah from  

a. South Africa and Namibia 

b. Namibia and Kenya 

c. Mozambique and Kenya 

d. Kenya and South Africa 

 


