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Current Affairs of the Day 
India adds 10 more Ramsar sites 

• India has added 10 

more names to the 

Ramsar list — that 

designates 

wetlands of 

international 

importance — 

taking the total 

number of such 

sites in the country 

to 64. 

• The 10 new sites 

comprised six 

wetlands from 

Tamil Nadu and 

one each from Goa, 

Karnataka, 

Madhya Pradesh 

and Odisha. 

• “With so many new 

Ramsar sites, India 

should draw up a 

fresh approach for 

wetlands. Sites 

with global 

importance should 

support activities to 

sustain the 

ecosystem,” said 

Neha Sinha, wildlife biologist.  
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SC calls for a panel to look into the freebies issue 

• The Supreme Court 

said Parliament may 

not be able to 

effectively debate the 

issue of doing away 

with “irrational 

freebies” offered to 

voters during 

elections, saying the 

“reality” is that not a 

single political party 

wants to take away 

freebies. 

• The court suggested 

setting up a 

specialised body 

composed of persons 

who can 

“dispassionately” 

examine the problem. 

• The Centre said these 

freebies were paving 

the way for an 

“economic disaster” 

besides “distorting 

the informed decision 

of voters”. 

• The Centre said it 

“substantially and in 

principle” supported 

doing away with the practice of promising freebies to voters. 

• The court directed the parties to make “suggestions for the composition of a body”. It 

proposed that this body could examine ways to resolve the issue of freebies and file a 

report before the Centre or the Election Commission of India (ECI).  
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• The court said once the parties come up with suggestions on the composition of such 

a body in a week, it would pass orders. 

‘Keep ECI away’ 

• But senior advocate Kapil Sibal said the ECI should be “kept away” from the 

discussion on freebies. The issue was political and economic in nature and did not just 

concern elections. 

• We are not just looking at this as just another problem during election time. We are 

looking at the national economic well-being, Chief Justice Ramana said. 

 

Cabinet nod for climate pledges 

• India ratified 

pledges made by 

Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi in 

Glasgow to 

accelerate the 

country’s 

reliance on 

renewable energy 

to power the 

economy and be 

effectively free 

from the use of 

fossil fuels by 

2070. However, 

the approved 

pledges were 

fewer than those 

Mr Modi 

committed to. 

• The Union Cabinet, chaired by Mr Modi, approved an update to India’s Nationally 

Determined Contribution (NDC). Mr Modi had laid out five commitments, or 

Panchamrit, as the government references it, namely: India will increase its non-fossil 

energy capacity to 500 GW (gigawatt) by 2030; will meet 50% of its energy 
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requirements from “renewable energy” by 2030; will reduce the total projected carbon 

emissions by one billion tonnes from now till 2030; will reduce the carbon intensity 

of its economy by more than 45%; and will achieve the target of “net zero” by the year 

2070, when there will be no net carbon dioxide emitted from energy sources.  

• A press statement, 

following the Cabinet 

approval, only mentions 

two of these promises, 

namely that India is 

committed to reducing 

the emissions intensity 

of its GDP by 45% by 

2030, from the 2005 

level and achieving 50% 

cumulative electric 

power installed capacity 

from non-fossil fuel-

based energy resources 

by 2030. 

• Independent experts said 

that while the NDCs 

reflected India’s 

commitment to 

sustainable development 

they were a climbdown from the ambition India had expressed at Glasgow. 

 

Oppn dubs SC’s PMLA verdict ‘dangerous’, may seek a review 

 

• Sixteen Opposition parties and independent MP Kapil Sibal dubbed the recent 

Supreme Court’s endorsement of the powers of the Enforcement Directorate under the 

Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) as a “dangerous verdict” and said in a 

statement that the “far-reaching amendments” strengthened the government’s hands 

and can help them target its political opponents. 
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• The court’s 

July order 

refers to 

amendments, 

brought 

through the 

Finance Bill — 

a money bill 

that can’t be 

voted on in 

Rajya Sabha 

— that allows 

ED to arrest 

people, attach 

properties and 

conduct search 

and seizure 

under PMLA.  

 

The personal data protection bill was withdrawn from House 

• The Centre has withdrawn what would have been the first law on personal data 

protection citing work on a new “comprehensive framework” for cyberspace. 

• The decision comes more than two years after the personal data protection Bill, 2019, 

was sent to a joint parliamentary committee (JPC) when lawmakers found many of its 

provisions contentious.  

• The Bill was meant to give statutory backing to a 2017 Supreme Court order declaring 

privacy a fundamental right for Indians. 

Joint parliamentary committee (JPC)  

• Personal Data Protection Bill has been withdrawn because the Joint Parliamentary 

Committee recommended 81 amendments in a bill of 99 sections. Above that, it made 

12 major recommendations. A new Bill will be presented for public consultation. 

• The Bill also contained provisions that should not have been part of a privacy bill. 

Data localisation, hardware requirements, emerging technology and non-personal data 
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cannot all be covered 

under the same law. The 

aim of the new law will 

be to help smaller firms 

comply (with it) more 

easily. 

Sense of urgency: 

• “It has been close to 10 

years since the AP Shah 

[report] on privacy, 5 

years since the 

Puttaswamy judgement, 

and four years since the 

Srikrishna Committee 

report — they all signal 

urgency for a data 

protection law and 

surveillance reforms. 

Each day lost, causes 

more injury and harm,” 

said Internet Freedom 

Foundation. 

• The Bill proposed to set 

up a data protection 

authority, frame policies 

for non-personal data, including anonymised data, define significant social media 

platforms based on a threshold of users, decide penalties for data fiduciaries for failing 

to comply with the data protection law, and govern the cross-border transfer of data. 

It also proposed to define sensitive, critical and personal data, and insist on data 

localisation. 

• The legislation may now be split into separate laws covering privacy, data frameworks 

(a national data governance framework is already in the works), cybersecurity and 

emerging technologies, with all of them being drafted simultaneously to provide a 

holistic framework. These are already in the works and are expected to be introduced 

soon for a consultation. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. There is a sense of urgency around bringing a data protection 

law to India. Critically discuss the need and challenges in this 

regard.  

MCQs 
Q1. Satkosia gorge Ramsar wetland of international importance 

is situated in the state of 

a. Odisha  

b. Madhya Pradesh 

c. Andhra Pradesh 

d. Goa 

 


