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Current Affairs of the Day 
The drone missile with razor-sharp blades used to kill al-

Zawahiri 

• The US military used its ‘secret weapon’ 

— the Hellfire R9X missile – to kill Al 

Qaeda chief Ayman al-Zawahiri on the 

balcony of a safe house in Kabul. 

• Al-Zawahiri, an Egyptian surgeon who 

had a $25 million bounty on his head, 

had helped coordinate September 11, 

2001, attacks that had killed nearly 3,000 

people. 

The Hellfire R9X missile: 

• Better known in military circles as the 

AGM-114 R9X, the Hellfire R9X is a 

US-origin missile known to cause 

minimum collateral damage while 

engaging individual targets. 

• Also known as the ‘Ninja Missile’, this 

weapon does not carry a warhead and 

instead deploys razor-sharp blades at the 

terminal stage of its attack trajectory.  

• This helps it to break through even thick 

steel sheets and cut down the target using 

the kinetic energy of its propulsion 

without causing any damage to the 

persons in the general vicinity or to the 

structure of the building. 

• The blades pop out of the missile and cut 

down the intended target without causing massive damage to the surroundings which 

would be the case with a missile carrying an explosive warhead. 
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Youths to get 4 chances to enrol in voters’ list, says UT election 

body 

• Those above the age of 17 can now apply in advance for getting enrolled in the voters’ 

list and need not wait to fulfil the pre-requisite criterion of attaining the age of 18 years 

on January 1 of a year, the Election Commission of India (ECI) had announced. 

• The electoral roll will be updated every quarter and eligible youngsters can be 

registered in the next quarter of the year in which they have attained the qualifying 

age of 18 years, according to the ECI. 

 

Recalling India’s Antarctica activities 

• Parliament has just passed the Indian Antarctic Bill 2022. It is an important step 

forward in our engagement with the continent which began way back in February 

1956.  

• Twelve countries who believed that they had a direct stake in Antarctica started 

discussions among themselves and on December 1, 1959, the Antarctica Treaty was 

signed in Washington DC. 
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Indian expedition 

• The morning of January 9, 1982, transformed the international discourse when news 

of India’s first Antarctic expedition reaching its destination not only electrified India 

but stunned the world with Operation Gangotri. 

• Well aware of Antarctica’s mineral wealth, Indira Gandhi was drawn equally to the 

ecological dimensions of Operation Gangotri: greater knowledge of the Indian Ocean 

and the monsoons, life in ice-bound regions and marine biodiversity.  

• India finally became a member of the Antarctic Treaty in August 1983 and China 

followed in 1985. Today the Treaty has 46 members and has a Convention on Marine 

Living Resources and a Protocol on Environmental Protection as well. 

• In 1984 Antarctic research base Dakshin Gangotri was established. Since then, India 

has set up two manned missions Maitri in 1988 and Bharati in 2012.  
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The Indian Antarctic Bill 2022: 

• It is largely administrative in nature but nonetheless is a milestone. It provides a 

detailed legal framework for India’s Antarctic activities that are consistent with its 

international treaty obligations. 

• The issue of a polar research vessel, however, still needs to be addressed immediately. 

So far, India has been chartering such ships from countries like Russia and Norway 

while China has two of its own. Of late, chartering has been presenting its own 

difficulties.  

• A decision was indeed taken in October 2014 for India to have its own research ship 

with ice-breaking and other advanced technological capabilities but it remains 

unimplemented.  

• The acquisition of a vessel on a permanent basis is a logical next step to the passage 

of the Bill as also the revamp of the quite old Maitri research station.  

The polar research vessel will also be required as India expands its association with and 

involvement in the Arctic as well. Its research station there called Himadri was 

inaugurated in July 2008 and five years later India got observer status at the eight-country 

Arctic Council. 

 

‘4.7k held for hurting religious sentiments’ 

• A total of 4,794 people were arrested across 

the country between 2018 and 2020 for 

promoting enmity between groups on 

grounds of religion, race, and place of birth, 

the Union home ministry informed 

Parliament.  

• Among 28 states and eight Union 

Territories, the maximum arrests took place 

in Uttar Pradesh (628), followed by Tamil 

Nadu (613) and Kerala (552) in the last three 

years. 

• The number of arrests in such cases was 

much lesser in north-eastern states, barring 

Assam which recorded 351 instances, according to the minister. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. “Freebies are a passport to fiscal disaster”. Comment on the 

social and political impacts of freebies in this respect.  

MCQs 
Q1. The Hellfire R9X missile is  

a. Nuclear warhead Missile 

b. Marine version of Brahmos 

c. Long-range ballistic missile 

d. Warhead-less Ninja Missile  

 


