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Current Affairs of the Day 
SC upholds powers of arrest, raid under PMLA 

• The Supreme Court upheld the 

core amendments made to the 

Prevention of Money Laundering 

Act (PMLA), which gives the 

government and the Enforcement 

Directorate (ED) virtually 

unbridled powers of summons, 

arrest, and raids, and makes bail 

nearly impossible while shifting 

the burden of proof of innocence 

on to the accused rather than the 

prosecution. 

• The top court called the PMLA a 

law against the “scourge of 

money laundering” and not a 

hatchet wielded against rival 

politicians and dissenters. 

• This is a sui generis (unique) 

legislation. Parliament enacted 

the Act as a result of international 

commitment to sternly deal with 

the menace of money laundering 

of proceeds of a crime having 

transnational consequences and 

on the financial systems of the 

countries. 
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ICMR invites companies to make monkeypox jab 

• The Indian Council 

of Medical Research 

(ICMR) invited 

vaccine makers, 

pharma companies 

and research and 

development 

institutes to 

collaborate on 

developing 

monkeypox 

inoculations and 

testing kits. 

• The document 

released by ICMR said the research body was willing to make available monkeypox 

virus strains and isolates for research and development, validation as well as 

manufacturing using characterised virus isolates under a public-private partnership 

collaboration. 

• A virus isolate, or a live virus, is key for advanced research required to create testing 

kits, vaccines and therapeutics 

 

The street, in 360-degree panoramic view 

• Google, announced the launch of its popular ‘Street View’ feature in India — after 

failing to bring the experience to India at least twice in the past decade, following 

security concerns raised by government agencies over a collection of data. 

• For the launch this time, Google has partnered with two Indian firms — mapping 

solutions provider Genesys International and Tech Mahindra. Under the National 

Geospatial Policy, 2021, local companies can collect such data and foreign firms can 

license the data from Indian entities to serve their customers in the country. 

• The India launch marks the first time in the world that Street View, which allows users 

to view panoramic and street-level 360-degree views of a particular place, is being 

brought to life completely by local partners. 
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• Street View will be available on Google Maps with fresh imagery licensed from local 

partners covering 1,50,000 km across 10 cities in India — Bengaluru, Chennai, Delhi, 

Mumbai, Hyderabad, Pune, Nashik, Vadodara, Ahmednagar, and Amritsar. 

• Google, Genesys International, and Tech Mahindra plan to expand this to more than 

50 cities by the end of 2022, and cover a little under one million unique km over the 

18-24 months. 

 

 

‘Replacement level fertility achieved’ 

• India have achieved replacement level fertility, with 31 States and Union Territories 

reaching a Total Fertility Rate (an average number of children per woman) of 2.1 or 

less. 

• Between 2012 and 2020, the country added more than 1.5 crore, additional users, for 

modern contraceptives, thereby increasing their use substantially. 

• An overall positive shift towards spacing methods that would be instrumental in 

impacting positively maternal and infant mortality and morbidity. 
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• The Family Planning Programme in India was now over seven decades old, and in this 

period, the country had witnessed a paradigm shift from the concept of population 

control to population stabilisation to interventions being embedded toward ensuring 

harmony of continuum care. 

• Although India has achieved replacement level fertility, there is still a significant 

population in the reproductive age group that must remain at the centre of our 

intervention efforts.  

• India’s focus has traditionally been on the supply side, the providers and delivery 

systems but now it’s time to focus on the demand side which includes family, 

community and society. Significant change is possible with this focus, instead of an 

incremental change. 

 

Power generation capacity to hit 820GW 

• According to a report by the 

Energy Resource Institute 

(TERI) the country’s electricity 

generation capacity will reach 

820GW by 2030, including 

more than 500GW from non-

fossil fuel sources. 

• India had already started adding 

storage capacity to renewable 

energy. 

• He also emphasised India’s 

commitment to energy 

transition targets though the 

country had one of the lowest 

per capita emissions. 

• The roadmap also calls for state 

leadership in the development 

of pumped storage plants and 

feed-in-tariff for solar 

generation. 
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1,059 tiger deaths in 10 yrs: NTCA 

• There were 1,059 tiger 

deaths in India since 

2012, with Madhya 

Pradesh recording the 

highest number of 

deaths, according to 

data published by 

National Tiger 

Conservation Authority 

(NTCA) on their 

website. 

• Madhya Pradesh, which 

has six tiger reserves, 

and the highest 

population of tigers in 

the country, recorded 

202 deaths between 

2012 and 2020, 

followed by 

Maharashtra (141), and 

Karnataka (123). 

• While these numbers 

seem alarming, MP’s 

tiger population has 

gone up in the past ten 

years. MP has the 

highest tiger numbers in 

the country. For 

obvious reasons, it will 

also have a higher number of natural deaths.  

• Having said this, one needs to keep a watch on the number of deaths because with high 

tiger numbers inside and outside tiger reserves, MP can be a soft target for poachers. 

• According to the tiger census of 2019, India has 2,967 tigers, of which 526 are in 

Madhya Pradesh. 
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Govt plans compulsory registration of warehouses 

The government is in the process of finalising an amendment to the Warehousing 

(Development and Regulation) Act 2007 

• In a key reform, the Union government is planning to make registration of all 

warehouses with a federal regulator mandatory by amending an existing law -- a move 

that will enable authorities to track food stocks and quantities of various farm 

commodities stored by traders and farmers across the country in real-time through an 

online database. 

• Currently, registration of any private warehouse or silo stocking farm produce is 

optional and these are not required to reveal their stocks. Therefore, there is much 

opacity about the quantities of food stocks in the country. 

• This often helps market players to gouge prices during periods of scarcity, and the 

government has no way of estimating how much quantities are locally available to 

take effective anti-inflation measures, according to the official cited above. 

• There are currently about 1,900-odd warehouses in the country which have voluntarily 

registered with the federal warehouse regulator, but a vast majority of silos are not. 

Better food-management policies 

• The proposed move will help sharpen the government’s food-management policies, 

experts said.  

• For informed policymaking, the government should have accurate information of 

privately held stock of essential commodities. Currently, if the prices of an item go 

up, the government simply has no way of knowing if black-marketing is taking place 

or if there is a genuine shortage. 

• If stocks plunge due to any reason, such as heavy export, or there is a shortage due to 

crop failure, the government can then know how much to import. 

Negotiable warehouse receipts  

• Compulsory registration of warehouses will also benefit farmers by making stocks 

they choose to store “negotiable”. Registered warehouses can issue negotiable 

warehouse receipts to farmers who store their produce. 

• These receipts carry a guarantee that the holder of the receipt will be delivered the 

quality and quantity mentioned in it. 

• Negotiable receipts can also be used by farmers as recognized collateral to obtain loans 

from banks. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss critical challenges to fiscal federalism and states 

finances in India along with their impact on inclusive growth.  

MCQs 
Q1. According to the census 2018, the highest number of tigers 

are in the state of  

a. Madhya Pradesh 

b. Karnataka 

c. Uttarakhand 

d. TamilNadu 

 


