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Current Affairs of the Day 
Compliance with directives to remove posts rises: Data 

• Social media companies appear to be complying more often with the government’s 

directives to take down posts, with the number and proportion of posts actioned by 

Twitter seeming to have recorded a particular increase, according to data provided by 

the Union ministry of electronics and technology (Meity) to a House panel. 

• The takedown requests were sent under Section 69(A) of the Information Technology 

Act, these were legally binding on the companies to follow since the law gives the 

government the power to order the removal of content over certain grounds, including 

threats to law and order and national security. 

High level of compliance:  

• For instance, in the past five years, the highest number of requests sent were in 2020 

(11,449) and 2021 (7,898), when protests took place over the Citizenship Amendment 

Act (CAA) and the now-repealed farm laws respectively. The year 2020 also had the 

highest compliance at 86%, followed by 2021 at 77%. 

• In comparison, the overall compliance was 66% in 2018, 61% in 2019. Till June 2022, 

1,096 of the 1,362 — or 80% — of the requests sent were actioned, the data showed. 

• Government officials have maintained that social media companies must abide by the 

law of the land, while the companies and civil liberties activists have said there is a 

lack of transparency in how these orders are issued, and many instances represent 

administrative overreach and stifling of free speech.  

• An order to block a post/account is passed by a designated officer appointed by the 

central government, who chairs an inter-ministerial committee comprising of officials 

from the ministries of law and justice, home affairs, information and broadcasting and 

the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In). The committee vets 

requests from several different stakeholders. 
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Only 23 convicted in 5,422 PMLA cases so far: LS told 

• Only 23 people have been convicted in 5,422 cases registered under the Prevention of 

Money Laundering Act (PMLA) since the law was implemented 17 years ago, 

according to data shared by the government in Parliament. 

• The PMLA — implemented on July 1, 2005 — gives powers to the Enforcement 

Directorate to record statements of individuals and use the same against them to file a 

charge sheet. 

• Till March 2022, ED recorded 5,422 cases under the PMLA, attached proceeds of 

crime of ₹1,04,702 crores (approximately), and filed prosecution complaints (charge 

sheets) in 992 cases resulting in the confiscation of ₹869.31 crores and conviction of 

23 accused. 

 

The process itself has become punishment: SC on Zubair 

• Alt News co-founder Mohammed Zubair got “trapped in a vicious cycle of the 

criminal process where the process has itself become the punishment,” the Supreme 

Court has said in its judgment while granting interim bail to the fact-checker in the 

criminal cases registered against him and added the individuals must not be punished 

solely on the basis of allegations and without a fair trial 

• The court emphasised that the criminal law and its processes ought not to be 

instrumentalised as a tool of harassment. 

• Arrest is not meant to be and must not be used as a punitive tool because it results in 

one of the gravest possible consequences emanating from criminal law — the loss of 

personal liberty.  

• The court regretted the failure of the investigating agencies to adhere to the guidelines 

enunciated by the Supreme Court in a raft of judgments and Section 41 in the Criminal 

Procedure Code (CrPC) that underlines that procedure to be followed by the police 

before ascertaining the necessity to make arrests. 
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Farmers’ income has doubled over five years for cash crops in 

some states 

• Farmers’ income has 

doubled in the financial 

year 2021-22 as 

compared to 2017-18 for 

certain crops like 

soyabean in Maharashtra 

and cotton in Karnataka. 

In all other cases, the 

income rose in the range 

of 1.3-1.7 times, 

according to a report by 

the State Bank of India 

(SBI). 

• The increase in income of 

farmers engaged in cash 

crops (such as tea, coffee, 

sugarcane, cashew and 

rubber) has been more prominent compared to the farmers growing non-cash crops.  

• This also has led to an increase in the share of agriculture in the GDP to 18.8 per cent 

from 14.2 per cent, the report said. This rise was also due to the shrinkage of the 

industrial and services contributing to the economy due to the deadly second wave of 

the pandemic. 

Farmers' incomes rise: 

• According to the National Statistical Office's (NSO) situation assessment of 

agricultural households and land and livestock holdings in rural areas, agricultural 

households' average monthly income increased by 59 per cent to Rs 10,218 in the six 

years to FY19. 

• “Minimum support price (MSP), increasingly aligned with market-linked pricing and 

increasing by 1.5-2.3 times since 2014, has been pivotal in ensuring passage of better 

prices to farmers and has led to optimal price discovery, setting ‘floor price 

benchmark’ for multiple crop varieties (23 as on date), also encouraging farmers to 

gradually move over to crop varieties that have better yield/value," said the report. 
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• Apart from enabling policy push, the report also attributes the growth in farmer income 

to the changes in the eating habits and nutritional focus buoyed by shifting 

socioeconomic and cultural patterns, thereby ensuring upgrades/rotation in cropping 

patterns across the country even as food security becomes central to a growing 

population imbibing varied demographics. 

• The report also urges the government to launch a livelihood credit card by targeting at 

least 1 million farmers every year and an omnibus credit guarantee fund for a Rs 5 

lakh crore agri credit push. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. How does a strong space sector contribute to overall 

development? 

MCQs 
Q1.  The Satender Kumar Antil case is related to  

a. Bail provisions  

b. Property rights  

c. Inheritance law 

d. Capital punishment 

 


