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Current Affairs of the Day 
Law panel to examine simultaneous elections 

• The issue of holding 

simultaneous Lok Sabha 

and Assembly elections 

had been referred to the 

Law Commission for a 

practicable road map 

and a framework can be 

worked out. 

• A report of a 

parliamentary panel 

noted that frequent 

elections lead to 

“disruption” of normal 

public life and impact 

the functioning of 

essential services and 

that simultaneous polls 

would reduce the 

massive expenditure 

incurred to conduct 

separate elections every 

year.  

• Between 2014 and 

2022, there were as 

many as 50 State 

Assembly elections. 

Election expenses 

• The entire expenditure on the conduct of elections to the Lok Sabha is borne by the 

Centre and the expenditure on the conduct of elections to the State legislatures is borne 

by the respective State governments when such polls are held independently.  
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• In case the elections are held simultaneously, the expenditure is borne by the States 

concerned and the Centre on a fifty-fifty basis.  

• The funds disbursed to the States/Union Territories between 2014 and 2022 amounted 

to ₹7,432 crores, the Minister added. 
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Antarctic Bill passed in LS 

 

• The Lok Sabha passed the Indian Antarctic Bill, 2022 amid clamour from the 

Opposition to have more discussion. 

• There were no amendments to the text of the Bill that was passed after a voice vote. 

Such a law was necessary under India’s obligations as a signatory to the Antarctic 

Treaty of 1963. 

• The Antarctic Bill's aim is to regulate visits and activities to Antarctica as well as set 

ground rules for potential disputes that may arise among those present on the 

continent. The Bill also prescribes penal provisions for certain serious violations. 
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• Under its provisions, private tours and expeditions to Antarctica would be prohibited 

without a permit or written authorisation by a member country. A member country is 

one of the 54 signatories of the Treaty.  

• The Bill also lays out a structure for government officials to inspect a vessel, and 

conduct checks of research facilities. It also directs creating a fund called the Antarctic 

fund that will be used for protecting the Antarctic environment.  

• The Bill also extends the jurisdiction of Indian courts to Antarctica and lays out penal 

provisions for crimes on the continent by Indian citizens, foreign citizens who are a 

part of Indian expeditions or are in the precincts of Indian research stations. 
 

‘Most new passenger vehicles could be electric by 2050’ 

• Electric passenger vehicles could comprise 30% and 75% of new vehicle sales in India 

by 2030 and 2050, respectively, according to a study by the Council on Energy, 

Environment and Water (CEEW). 

• Therefore, the Centre and the State governments would need to invest significantly 

more in charging infrastructure and support local supply chain development to support 

this rapid growth in electric vehicle sales. 

• CEEW’s ‘India Transport Energy Outlook’, as the study is called, underlined that in 

the next three decades, ownership of four-wheelers could grow by nine times. 

Preparing for future trends 

• The ownership of two-wheelers, though, would saturate with rising income levels. The 

overwhelming shift to four-wheelers, aided by rising income levels, would 

significantly impact the transport sector’s energy demand and emissions.  

• At present, India’s transport sector accounts for around 21% of the total energy 

consumed and produces fewer emissions compared with developed countries. 

• Energy demand from the transport sector is set to grow manifold over the next 30 

years, in line with the expected rise in the per capita income.  

• Therefore, decarbonising the transport sector, especially the hard-to-abate aviation 

sector and long-distance freight transport, is crucial for India’s short and long-term 

climate goals. 

• The study also said that a decline in the share of public transport and rapid growth in 

air travel would pose significant challenges to India’s efforts to decarbonise the 

transport sector. 
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Expanding the right to privacy 

• India’s Supreme Court this week gave its first order enforcing an Indian citizen’s right 

to be forgotten when it directed the court registry to begin the process of how the 

details of a married couple, locked in litigation, can be removed from online search 

engines.  

• The right was laid down by the top court in its landmark Puttaswamy judgment of 

2017 when it held privacy as a fundamental right for Indian citizens.  

• The court said such a right was crucial in today’s age when information is widely 

available. Humans forget, but the internet does not forget and does not let humans 

forget. 

Global examples: 

• The concept first reached global prominence when the European Court of Justice ruled 

in connection with a case in Spain, ordering Google to remove personal details as 

sought by a Spanish citizen.  

• The right to privacy of the person — defined as the data subject — trumped the 

economic interest of the search service provider, the court held.  

• This was later backed by a statute when the European Union (EU) enacted the General 

Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) — Article 17 codified the rights of EU citizens 

to ask an online search engine to remove references to their information under certain 

conditions.  

Because the GDPR does so, the world’s largest search engine, Google, offers EU citizens 

a personal information removal request form. For Indians, it is not practical to knock on 

the court’s doors every time they want to exercise the same right, which they have been 

entitled to for more than five years now. 

 

‘Wheat stocks to exceed buffer norms’ 

• The government said wheat stocks in FCI godowns are expected to be 134 lakh tonnes 

at the start of the next fiscal, 80% more than the buffer norm. 

• It is expected that even after meeting the requirement of Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 

Anna Yojana (up to September) and the Public Distribution System, the projected 

wheat stock as of April 1, 2023, would be 134 lakh tonnes against the stocking norm 

of 74.6 lakh tonnes. 
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Industry pushes back against new IT rules amendments 

Several international and domestic industry bodies that represent tech companies have 

pushed back against the government’s proposal to set up an appeals body to review 

content takedown, according to their submissions to the government. 

Content moderation: 

The government recently shared the draft Information Technology Rules, 2022, seeking 

public input. Among the key changes in these rules was a proposal to create a new content 

moderation mechanism with a government-appointed committee having the final say on 

what should or should not have been taken down. 

Challenges to new draft rules: 

• The Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) said the ability 

of intermediaries to ensure compliance with policies is limited, stating that moderation 

in the manner suggested by the new rules may cause them to act as arbiters of content. 

The body sought a complete deletion of the new clause. 

• FICCI in its recommendations states the guidelines appear to impose an obligation on 

intermediaries to proactively ensure compliance with its terms and conditions and are 

ultra-vires Section 79 of the Information Technology Act.  

• To “ensure compliance”, intermediaries will have to exercise editorial control and 

contradict the “actual knowledge” requirement, FICCI said in its response. 

• Another body, NASSCOM, on the other hand, said that the proposed amendments 

adopt a one-size-fits-all approach, thereby expecting similar outcomes from highly 

dissimilar actors. 

• The US-India Business Council has highlighted the lack of clarity around amendments 

that raise operational concerns for businesses. They have sought a clarification on the 

term accessibility and additional measures that are needed to be taken by the 

intermediaries to satisfy the due diligence obligations. 

• Similar to a position taken by the Indian Mobile Association of India, the USIBC 

highlighted the unclear and restrictive timeline for a large category of content. “(The) 

24 hours for suspension, blocking or removal - seems unrealistic as this would mean 

taking down or blocking content before an investigation can be completed and would 

ensure that an affected party does not have an opportunity to counter the action.” 
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Census finds much older, larger Chinar trees than records show 

• The ongoing census and geo-tagging of Kashmir’s majestic Chinars have brought to 

the fore the existence of trees that are much older and larger.  

• Census and geo-tagging will go a long way in protecting this variety of trees. 

• Several older trees have been found in central Kashmir, one of which appears to be 

nearly 1,000 years old. 

• The number of Chinar in the Valley has, however, reduced over the decades, from an 

estimated 42,000 to below 20,000, owing to natural and man-made factors. 

• Chinar is the only living fossil in Kashmir and is part of our culture. Till now, there 

was no conservation plan or policy to protect this tree. We want to tag this plant to 

preserve it for the future 

Geo-tagging is the process of appending geographic coordinates to media based on the 

location of a mobile device. Geotags can be applied to photos, videos, websites, text 

messages, and QR codes, and could also include timestamps or other contextual 

information. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Enumerate multifold effects of a weak rupee. Discuss the 

sufficiency of recent moves of RBI to stop the slide of the rupee 

vis a vis dollar.  

Q2. What is the internationalization of the Rupee? Discuss the 

benefits of the same to the Indian economy. 

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following Indian research station is situated in 

Antarctica? 

a. Himadri 

b. HIMANSH 

c. Bharati 

d. BHAVINI 

 


