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Current Affairs of the Day 
Karnataka tops NITI Aayog innovation index list 

• Karnataka has 

bagged the top 

rank in NITI 

Aayog’s India 

Innovation Index, 

2022, which 

determines 

innovation 

capacities and 

ecosystems at the 

sub-national level. 

The State has held 

this position, 

under the Major 

States category, in 

all three editions 

of the Index so far. 

• Manipur secured 

the lead in the Northeast and Hill States category, while Chandigarh was the top 

performer in the Union Territories and City States category. 

Globally insufficient on innovation front: 

• Pointing out that India’s average innovation score is insufficient, given the country’s 

ambitious targets to be named among the top 25 nations in the Global Innovation 

Index, the report by the government think tank has recommended measures, such as 

increasing Gross Domestic Expenditure on R&D (GDERD), promoting private sector 

participation in R&D and closing the gap between industry demand and what the 

country produces through its education systems. 

• The report went on to state that countries that spend less on GDERD fail to retain their 

human capital in the long run and the ability to innovate is dependent on the quality 

of human capital; India’s GDERD as a percentage of GDP stood at about 0.7%. 
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• Therefore, GDERD needs 

considerable improvement and 

should touch at least 2%, which 

would play an instrumental role in 

India achieving the goal of a 5 

trillion economy. 

Role of the private sector: 

• It added that the private sector 

needs to pick up pace in R&D. 

• Taking evidence from countries 

such as South Korea, and the U.S. 

where the presence of private 

players is evident, the report noted 

that public expenditure is 

productive up to some extent; once 

the growth follows a trajectory, it is 

desirable to shift to R&D mostly 

drive by the private sector.  

• Therefore, it is important for India 

to find that inflexion point after 

which the private sector takes over 

the government sector, it added. 

 

Food should reach all 

migrant workers, SC tells 

Centre, States 

• The Supreme Court told the Centre 

and the State governments that no 

citizen should die of hunger, and 

food should reach the homes of 

every migrant worker. 

• The court, for instance, noticed how Maharashtra has covered only 36% of the migrant 

workers in the State. 
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• Justice B.V. Nagarathna, meanwhile, reminded the States that the right to food was a 

fundamental right under Article 21 of the Constitution. 

• Justice Nagarathna remarked how the poor and marginalised in India are still having 

to tie a cloth tightly around their stomach to ward off hunger pangs. 

• The top court in June last year, and especially during the pandemic, passed 

comprehensive directions to ensure food security, including through community 

kitchens and distribution of dry rations without insistence on identity proof. 

 

SC extends green protection to forest land in Aravalli ranges 

• The 

Supreme 

Court held 

that all land 

covered by 

the special 

orders 

issued under 

Section 4 of 

the Punjab 

Land 

Preservation 

Act (PLPA) 

in Haryana 

will be 

treated as 

forests and 

be entitled to 

protection under the 1980 Forest Conservation Act — a significant move towards 

protecting green-cover in a state where rampant and indiscriminate development 

threatens several forest patches, including some in the vulnerable Aravalli ranges. 

• Special orders under Section 4 of PLPA are the restrictive provisions issued by the 

state government to prevent deforestation of a specified area that could lead to soil 

erosion. 
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• The bench shot down the Haryana government’s contention that PLPA has no 

connection with forests, and that the consequences of connecting the two would be 

disastrous because it would result in the demolition of every building in 11 districts of 

Haryana, including Gurugram and Faridabad. 

• The bench held that the land covered by the special orders issued under Section 4 of 

PLPA has all the trappings of forest lands within the meaning of Section 2 of the Forest 

Act.  

• It further underlined that once a land is covered under Section 2 of the Forest Act, 

whether the special orders under Section 4 continue to be in force or not, it shall 

continue to remain forest land.  

• The court’s ruling will mean around 30,000 hectares across the Aravallis and Shivaliks 

in Haryana will be considered forest land. Twenty-five years of Aravalli jurisprudence 

have been reaffirmed and further clarified by this order. 

• Reading the two provisions together, the top court ruled that the rationale behind the 

issuance of special orders under Section 4 of PLPA makes it clear that such areas must 

be protected as forests. Section 2 of the Forest Act imposes prohibitions on the de-

reservation of forests or use of forest land for non-forest purposes without prior 

approval of the central government. 

• Thus, the court directed the state government to clear any non-forest activity from such 

land in three months and report compliance. 

• All the concerned authorities shall take action to remove the remaining illegal 

structures standing on land covered by the special orders and used for non-forest 

activities on the said lands erected after October 25, 1980 (when the Forest Act came 

into force), without prior approval of the central government, and further to restore 

status quo ante including to undertake reforestation/afforestation programmes in right 

earnest, added the judgment. 

 

 



 

5 

 

22.07.2022 | Friday 

Govt To Provide Tap Water To 100 Mn Households By Next 

Month 

• The Union government 

expects to connect 100 

million households with tap 

water connections by 

August 2022 under the 

ambitious Jal Jeevan 

Mission, as the programme 

enters a critical phase in 

achieving its overall target 

of reaching every rural 

family by 2024. 

• As of July 2022, the 

marquee programme has 

covered 98.4 million 

households, or 51.47% of 

the total, up from about 

17% in 2019, when the 

scheme was launched. 

 

Women have the right to safe abortion: SC 

• A Bench led by Justice D.Y. Chandrachud was hearing the appeal of a woman who 

wanted to abort her 24-week pregnancy after her relationship failed and her partner 

left her. 

• The lower court had taken an “unduly restrictive view” that her plea for a safe abortion 

was not covered under the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act as the pregnancy 

arose from a consensual relationship outside wedlock. 

• Chastising the lower court, the Bench said live-in relationships had already been 

recognised by the Supreme Court. There were a significant number of people in the 

social mainstream who see no wrong in engaging in pre-marital sex.  

• The law could not be used to quench “notions of social morality” and unduly interfere 

with their personal autonomy and bodily integrity. 
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• The court noted that an amendment to the Act in 2021 had substituted the term 

‘husband’ with ‘partner’, a clear signal that the law covered unmarried women within 

its ambit. 

Article 21: 

• “A woman’s right to reproductive choice is an inseparable part of her personal liberty 

under Article 21 of the Constitution. She has a sacrosanct right to bodily integrity,” 

the court quoted from precedents.  

• The court said forcing a woman to continue with her pregnancy would not only be a 

violation of her bodily integrity but also aggravate her mental trauma. 

• The court ordered a medical board to be formed by the AIIMS to check whether it was 

safe to conduct an abortion on the woman and submit a report in a week. 

 

Apex court ruling expands the right to be forgotten and right to 

privacy 

• The Supreme Court has asked its registry to work out a mechanism so that details of a 

couple embroiled in a bitter marital discord can be removed from search engines and 

the Internet, a ruling that effectively expands the right to be forgotten and the right to 

privacy. 

• The petition of an estranged wife who contended that the availability of the names, 

addresses and other personal information on the web violated her right to be forgotten, 

which has been acknowledged as part of the right to privacy by the top court in its 

landmark 2017 judgment. 

• In marital discord cases, both the husband and the wife should get a clean slate after 

their disputes are finally settled by courts. I believe after the law has completed its 

course, every individual must get a chance to start afresh. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Countries that spend less on Gross Domestic Expenditure on 

R&D (GDERD) fail to retain their human capital in the long run. 

Discuss in the Indian context.  

MCQs 
Q1. Aravalli mountain range is spread prominently across these 

states 

a. Gujarat, Rajasthan, Haryana  

b. Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan 

c. Rajasthan, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh 

d. Rajasthan, Delhi, Punjab 

 


