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Current Affairs of the Day 
Cheetahs are likely to arrive in Kuno before August 15 

• India came one step closer to bringing back the world’s fastest animal to the country 

with an agreement signed in Delhi between the Union government and the visiting 

Namibian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of International Relations, Netumbo 

Nandi Ndaitwah. 

• The cheetah was declared extinct in the country in 1952, and the agreement, which 

has been negotiated for some years, will prepare the ground for the relocation of the 

first batch from southern Africa to the Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh. 

• Restoring the fastest terrestrial flagship species, the cheetah, in India, will rekindle the 

ecological dynamics of the landscape. 

• According to officials, plans for the cheetah translocations to Kuno are in compliance 

with the IUCN’s guidelines, with particular focus on the forest site quality, prey 

density and the current carrying capacity for a large mammal like the cheetah.  
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One-year trial 

• The cheetahs will arrive in India for a one-year 

trial. The project for the cheetah — the only wild 

cat to go extinct in Independent India — was put 

back on track in 2020 when the Supreme Court 

lifted a stay on the original proposal to introduce 

African cheetahs from Namibia into the Indian 

habitat on an experimental basis.  

• In May 

2012, the 

court had 

stalled the 

plan to 

initiate the 

foreign 

cheetahs 

into the 

Kuno 

sanctuary 

in Madhya 

Pradesh 

fearing 

they would 

come into 

conflict 

with the 

plan for 

bringing lions into the same sanctuary. The court 

had also expressed concern about whether the 

African cheetahs would find a favourable climate 

in the sanctuary. 

• The government said special programmes were being conducted to educate local 

villagers in Kuno including outreaches to “sarpanches [village head men], local 

leaders, teachers, social workers, religious figures and NGOs”, with a local mascot 

named “Chintu Cheetah” to sensitise populations to the importance of the project and 

guidelines for the cheetah-human interface. 
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What does Putin want from Iran? 

• In his first trip outside the former Soviet sphere since the Ukraine war began, Russian 

President Vladimir Putin visited Tehran where he held talks with both Iranian and 

Turkish leaders. 

• A host of issues, from the Syrian civil war to a UN-sponsored proposal to resume grain 

exports via the Russia-blockaded Black Sea, were discussed in the meetings, but the 

main focus of the visit was on further deepening the partnership between Iran and 

Russia. 

Strategic partnership 

• In March 2021, Iran signed a 25-year “comprehensive strategic partnership 

agreement” with China. Last year Iran said it was in an advanced stage of discussions 

to clinch a 20-year strategic partnership agreement with Russia. 

• Russian Gazprom and the National Iranian Oil Company signed a memorandum of 

understanding worth $40 billion. The deal involves joint offshore gas projects, gas and 

oil products swap, completion of LNG projects and building of gas pipelines. 

• Earlier, the Russia and China-backed Shanghai Cooperation Organisation had 

announced that Iran would be given full membership soon.  
 

‘RBI to initiate CBDC in wholesale, retail sectors’ 

• The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is in the 

process of implementing the Central Bank 

Digital Currency (CBDC) in a phased 

manner for wholesale and retail segments, 

an official said. 

• The introduction of CBDC was 

announced in the Union Budget 2022-23. 

Necessary amendments to the relevant 

section of the RBI Act, 1934 have been 

made with the passage of the Finance Bill 

2022. 

• The passage of the bill has enabled the 

RBI to conduct a pilot and subsequent 

issuance of CBDC. 
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• CBDC is a digital or virtual currency but it is not comparable with private virtual 

currencies or cryptocurrencies that have mushroomed over the last decade. Private 

virtual currencies do not represent any person’s debt or liabilities as there is no issuer. 

 

Centre pares windfall tax on crude, junks petrol export levy 

• With global oil prices easing, the Centre slashed the windfall tax levied on crude oil 

producers, reduced the export tax on Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) and diesel and 

scrapped the duty on petrol exports. 

• On July 1, the government levied fresh taxes on the export of petrol, fuel and ATF as 

well as the domestic sale of crude oil in view of runaway global prices, with a plan for 

a fortnightly review. 

• In the first such review, the cess of ₹23,250 per tonne on crude has been lowered to 

₹17,000 per tonne. This cess was aimed at reining in windfall profits for local oil 

producers who sell output at international parity prices even to domestic refineries. 

• Similarly, the levies on the export of ATF and diesel were both cut by ₹2 per litre, to 

₹4 per litre and ₹13 per litre, respectively, while the levy of ₹6 per litre on the export 

of petrol was rescinded. 

• Also, exports of these fuels from units located in SEZs have now been exempted from 

duties, undoing the July 1 decision. 

Fiscal impact 

• The duty tweaks, including the 27% cut in cess on domestic crude, would lead to a 

reduction in the financial windfall from these taxes, from about 0.37% of GDP to about 

0.2% of GDP this year, credit rating agency Nomura said, adding that fiscal risks 

remained elevated. 

• At the margin, the reduction in export duties on fuel should be positive for export 

growth, however, there are concerns about a widening of the current account deficit 

(CAD) persisted. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. As New Delhi pursues its ‘Act East Policy’, Hanoi has 

become a valuable partner in the Indo-Pacific region. Elaborate.  
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MCQs 
Q1. The Mekong river falls in  

a. South China Sea 

b. Andaman Sea 

c. East China Sea  

d. The Sea of Japan 

 


