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Current Affairs of the Day 
Over 1.6 lakh Indians gave up citizenship last year 

• Over 1.6 lakh Indians renounced their citizenship in 2021, the highest in the past five 

years, according to information provided by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) in 

the Lok Sabha. 

• Over 78,000 Indians acquired U.S. citizenship, the highest among all other countries. 

India does not allow dual citizenship. As many as 362 Indians living in China also 

acquired Chinese citizenship. 

• The reply stated that the number of Indians in Australia who relinquished their 

citizenship stood at 23,533, Canada- at 21,597, the U.K.-14,637, Italy-5,986, 

Netherlands- 2187, New Zealand-2643, Singapore- 2516, the U.S.-78284, Pakistan-

41 and Nepal-10. 

• A reply said furnished by the Ministry in 2021 said the number of Indians who gave 

up citizenship in 2017, 2018, 2019 and 2020 stood at 1,33,049, 1,34,561, 1,44,017 and 

85,248 respectively. 

 

Radicalisation among Indians is miniscule: MHA 

• The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) informed the Lok Sabha that global terrorist 

groups and foreign agencies have been making efforts to radicalise people, but 

“inclination towards radical ideologies is miniscule” as compared with the population 

of the country. 

• The government has made efforts to stop the inclination toward radical ideologies 

owing to various factors, and the efforts by the government include the “promotion of 

composite culture and coexistence among various communities” and “constitutional 

safeguards to minorities”. 

• The reply said that radicalisation by global terrorist groups such as ISIS and Al-Qaeda 

is one of the most challenging problems faced by countries all over the world. 
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Efforts to counter radicalization: 

• It said the 

government makes 

an effort to ensure 

universal coverage of 

various welfare 

schemes without 

discrimination and 

undertakes 

institutional efforts 

to ensure fair 

representation of 

minorities and other 

less-represented 

communities in all 

spheres of life. 

• The Minister said there is an “exclusive Ministry”, the Ministry of Minority Affairs, 

for the overall 

policy, 

coordination, 

evaluation and 

review of 

development 

programmes for 

minority 

communities. 

• “The government 

has created a 

Counter Terrorism 

and Counter Radicalisation Division in the MHA to help and coordinate with 

various security and law enforcement agencies.  

• Government of India has also proscribed a number of organisations as terrorist 

organisation/unlawful association under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 

1967,” the reply said. 
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Delhi and Punjab govts working on a joint proposal to pay 

farmers for not burning paddy stubble 

• The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) governments in Punjab and Delhi are proposing a 

scheme that would give Punjab’s farmers ₹2,500 per acre as an incentive for not 

burning crop residue during the upcoming Kharif harvest season.  

• The move is aimed at tackling paddy stubble fires — a major contributor to severe air 

pollution in the National Capital Region before the advent of winter. 

• Punjab’s farm unions have also been demanding a direct cash incentive instead of a 

subsidy for machines for in-situ management of paddy straw.  

• The state produces roughly 185 lakh tonnes of paddy crop residue every year. Of this, 

49% is managed in-situ (mixing the residue in the soil) and ex-situ (used as fuel) 

methods and the rest is set ablaze.  

• After the paddy harvest, the window for rabi (wheat) sowing is very short. The farmers 

prefer to burn the stubble as it is the cheapest method to ready their farms for the next 

sowing. 

• In the past four seasons, at least 90,000 machines have been supplied to farmers in 

Punjab. All these grants, however, have failed to bring down the raging farm fires, 

with 2021 alone reporting a total of 71,246 incidents during the paddy harvest season. 

• An incentive of ₹1,500 per acre to farmers for adopting sowing of direct-seeded rice 

(this doesn’t require transplantation) is already pending. 

Data collated by pollution monitoring bodies show that anywhere between 25%-40% of 

pollutants that form the toxic haze over Delhi between the months of September and 

November are caused by paddy stubble fires. 

 

Scientists find an exotic black hole 

• Astronomers have spotted in a galaxy adjacent to our Milky Way what they are calling 

a cosmic “needle in a haystack” - a black hole that not only is classified as dormant 

but appears to have been born without the explosion of a dying star. 

• Researchers said this one differs from all other known black holes in that it is “X-ray 

quiet” - not emitting powerful X-ray radiation indicative of gobbling up nearby 

material with its strong gravitational pull - and that it was not born in a stellar blast 

called a supernova. 
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• Black holes are 

extraordinarily dense objects 

with gravity so intense not 

even light can escape. This 

one, with a mass at least nine 

times greater than our sun, 

was detected in the Tarantula 

Nebula region of the Large 

Magellanic Cloud galaxy and 

is located about 160,000 light 

years from Earth. A light year 

is the distance light travels in 

a year (9.5 trillion km). 

• An extremely luminous and hot blue star with a mass about 25 times that of the sun 

orbits with this black hole in a stellar marriage. This so-called binary system is named 

VFTS 243. The researchers believe the companion star eventually also will become a 

black hole and could merge with the other one. 

• Dormant black holes, thought to be relatively common, are hard to detect because they 

interact very little with their surroundings. Numerous prior proposed candidates have 

been debunked with further study, including by members of the team that uncovered 

this one. 
 

Govt may empower CCI for a negotiated settlement of cases 

• Businesses accused of anti-competitive practices, including engaging in activities to 

abuse their dominant positions, will soon be able to settle cases by negotiating with 

the Competition Commission of India (CCI) if the competition amendment bill to be 

tabled in Parliament is passed. 

• The central government proposes to add features of negotiated ‘settlements and 

commitments’, which are allowed in the EU, Japan and the US, to quickly resolve 

cases through financial or non-monetary penal provisions to reduce litigation. 

• The Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) and the income tax department has 

backed the government on settlements under different schemes. 

• At present, the CCI is empowered to show leniency and give full exemption from 

penalty to a member of a cartel who makes vital disclosures about the existence of the 
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cartel and cooperates 

with investigations, 

but negotiated 

settlements are not 

part of the rule book. 

• Commitment is a 

remedial measure in 

a case of anti-

competitive practice 

not requiring 

admission of an 

infringement by an 

entity facing 

investigation, while 

settlement requires 

the company to admit 

it and this is often 

allowed in cases of 

cartelization.  

• In countries where 

these provisions are 

allowed, regulators 

are able to facilitate 

resolutions over 

concerns relating to 

anti-competitive 

behaviour and bring 

in the required 

changes in corporate 

conduct without 

pursuing long-drawn 

procedures or 

litigation. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The Competition Commission of India is ill-equipped to 

handle the intricacies of digital markets. Comment on India's 

competition law in this regard.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which one of the following is a reason why astronomical 

distances are measured in light-years? 

a. Distances among stellar bodies do not change 

b. The gravity of stellar bodies does not change 

c. Light always travels in a straight line 

d. The speed of light is always the same 

 


