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The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation and its stature in the 

modern world 

• Iran and 

Belarus could 

soon become 

the newest 

members of the 

China and 

Russia-backed 

Shanghai 

Cooperation 

Organisation 

(SCO).  

• Founded in 

June 2001, it 

was built on the 

‘Shanghai 

Five’, the 

grouping 

which 

consisted of 

Russia, China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.  

• They came together in the post-Soviet era in 1996, in order to work on regional security, 

and the reduction of border troops and terrorism. They endowed particular focus on 

‘conflict resolution, given its early success between China and Russia, and then within 

the Central Asian Republics. 

• The grouping comprises eight member states — India, Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, 

Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. The SCO also has four observer states — 

Afghanistan, Iran, Belarus and Mongolia — of which Iran and Belarus are now moving 

towards full membership.  

Success so far: 

• Some of their prominent outcomes in this arena entail an ‘Agreement on Confidence-

Building in the Military Field Along the Border Areas’ (in 1996) between China, 

Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan, which led to an agreement on the 
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mutual reduction of military forces on their common borders in 1997. It would also 

pitch in to help the Central Asian countries resolve some of their boundary disputes.  

• The Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure of Shanghai Cooperation Organization (RATS-

SCO) is a permanent body of the SCO and is intended to facilitate coordination and 

interaction between the SCO member states in the fight against terrorism, extremism 

and separatism. 

Relevant to India: 

• India acquired the observer status in the grouping in 2005 and was admitted as a full 

member in 2017.  

• Through the years, the SCO hosts have encouraged members to use the platform to 

discuss differences with other members on the sidelines.  

 

How to save our cities from an annual deluge 

Urban floods have 

now become an 

annual monsoon 

feature in India. 

Erratic, excessive 

and untimely rainfall 

can be attributed to 

long-term climate 

change. Its effects 

are made worse for 

women, the elderly, 

children, and people 

of marginalised 

castes and ethnicities 

thanks to our short-

term follies. 

Reasons for Urban floods: 

• First, we carry out greenfield real estate development without any attention to prior 

agrarian and riverine imprint on the land.  
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• Second, we have come to believe that construction and manufacturing technologies, 

and increasingly, information technology coupled with big money can solve all 

problems.  

• Third, unequal access to housing has led to highly unstable urban-built structures which 

collapse at the first sign of the monsoon. People with insecure tenurial rights do not 

dare make investments in property. Thus, many settlements remain fragile and poorly 

built for decades.  

• Fourth, our approach to disasters has been focused on relief and rehabilitation with very 

little investment in the intelligent planning of towns.  

To save our cities, specific steps need to be taken. 

• Wetland commissions: We need to focus on recreating and reclaiming our commons. 

This can be done by creating 

city or region-specific 

wetlands commissions with 

the necessary executive, 

revenue and magisterial 

powers as well as engineering 

and science capacities. 

• Sponge city mission: 

However, all too often, flood 

events indicate the failure of 

local infrastructures and the 

growth of non-absorbent built 

environments. This can be 

done through the creation of a 

sponge city mission with the 

mandate to work in local 

places. 

• Metropolitan Planning 

Committee: We need to 

ensure that institutional capacities are held by the metropolitan or regional development 

authorities. 

• Scientific approach: We need to pay attention to science – the science of materials, the 

science of climate and the science of life. Climate change is a species-level challenge 

for humans. We need to address it seriously, by using all our faculties. 


