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Current Affairs of the Day 
Iran cos to boost port services for India-Russia trade 

• Iranian 

shipping 

companies 

plan to put in 

place a 

regular 

service 

between 

Bandar 

Abbas port 

and two ports 

in India to 

handle cargo 

expected to 

be shipped 

from Russia, 

even as authorities in Tehran have taken steps to include Chabahar port in the 

International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC). 

• Following several calls from the Indian side for Chabahar port in southeastern Iran to 

be formally included in INSTC, authorities in Tehran have informed the INSTC 

Secretariat that the port on the Gulf of Oman is now deemed to be part of the sea, road 

and rail transport corridor as the original INSTC agreement signed in 2002 covers all 

ports and transport networks with Iranian territory. 

• Several factors have led to the renewed focus on INSTC, which was established more 

than two decades ago, including the Russian side’s push to use the corridor in the face 

of crippling Western sanctions, Iran’s readiness to serve as a transit route in order to 

boost trade, and the Reserve Bank of India’s decision to allow payments and 

settlement of exports and imports in Indian rupees. 

• There is growing urgency among Russian exporters to use INSTC to move their goods 

to India in recent days, especially since traditional routes via the Black Sea and Suez 

Canal cannot be used currently. 
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• The Vladivostok route too is not workable or cost-effective for most goods and that’s 

another reason for the focus on INSTC. 

• However, Chabahar can effectively be used as part of INSTC only after the railway 

line from the port to Zahedan is completed, as this will link the port to Iran’s 

countrywide railway network and enable the fast movement of cargo from the borders 

of Central Asian states and northern ports on the Caspian Sea such as Anzali and 

Amirabad. 

 

Iran and Belarus may be the newest SCO members 

• Iran and 

Belarus are 

likely to be the 

two newest 

additions to 

the China and 

Russia-backed 

Shanghai 

Cooperation 

Organisation 

(SCO) 

grouping. 

• China, Russia 

and four 

Central Asian 

states — 

Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyzstan, 

Uzbekistan and Tajikistan — were the founding members of the SCO, while India and 

Pakistan joined the grouping in 2017 in its first round of expansion.  

• China and Russia are looking to frame the grouping as a counter to the West — 

particularly after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine — and diplomats sought to draw a 

sharp contrast between the SCO and NATO. 

• There has been discussion in the international arena that the trend of non-alignment is 

back, China said. The expansion of NATO is totally different as the SCO is a 
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cooperative organisation based on non-alignment and not targeting a third party. 

NATO is based on Cold War thinking. The logic of NATO is to create new enemies 

to sustain its own existence. 

• China said the SCO “believes one should not build its safety at the expense of other 

countries”, a statement China has used previously to blame NATO for the Ukraine 

crisis.  

• China also hit out at “small circles” — a term China has used in the past to criticise 

the Quad — underlining India’s somewhat unique position in the SCO, whose two 

most important members, China and Russia, are increasingly positioning the grouping 

directly at odds with the West. 
 

Fasal Bima: who’s in, out and why 

• The government launched PMFBY from Kharif in 2016. Under the scheme, all 

farmers including sharecroppers and tenant farmers growing “notified crops” in the 

“notified areas” are eligible for coverage. 

• Under the PMFBY, a farmer is required to pay as a premium 2% of the sum insured 

or actuarial rate, whichever is less, for all Kharif foodgrain and oilseed crops; 1.5% of 

the sum insured or actuarial rate, whichever is less, for all rabi foodgrain and oilseed 

crops; and 5% for horticultural crops.  

• Initially, the scheme was compulsory for loanee farmers; in February 2020, the Centre 

revised it to make it optional for all farmers. 

• In the initial scheme, the difference between the actuarial premium rate and the rate of 

the insurance premium payable by farmers, which is called the rate of normal premium 

subsidy, was to be shared equally between the Centre and states. However, states and 

Union Territories are free to extend additional subsidies over and above the normal 

subsidy from their budgets. 

• In February 2020, the Centre decided to restrict its premium subsidy to 30% for 

unirrigated areas and 25% for irrigated areas (from the existing unlimited). Earlier, 

there was no upper limit for the central subsidy. 

• Food crops (cereals, millets and pulses); oilseeds; and annual commercial / annual 

horticultural crops are covered under the scheme.  

• In addition, pilots for coverage can be taken for those perennial 

horticultural/commercial crops for which standard methodology for yield estimation 

is available, state the scheme guidelines. 



 

4 

 

16.07.2022 | Saturday 

What is the coverage? 

• As per information shared by the Agriculture Ministry to Lok Sabha in April this year, 

the number of farmer applications insured increased to 7.65 crores in 2021-22 from 

5.83 crores in 2016-17 when the scheme was launched. 

• However, the number of states implementing the scheme had gradually come down 

from 27 in 2016-17 to 20 in 2021-22. 

Why some states opted out: 

1. First, Bihar wanted universal coverage. Second, the state government wanted zero 

premium for farmers (meaning the entire premium should be paid by the government.) 

2. Sources said the Centre can not make farmers’ premiums zero. However, states such 

as Haryana, Goa and Puducherry are paying farmers’ share from their own budgets 

for selected crops. 

3. Andhra Pradesh had mentioned several reasons: that states should be given options to 

choose the risks covered; the scheme should be universal; the cut-off date for 

enrolment should be flexible; and fourth, the state should be given the option to use 

their own database of E-crop, an application used by the state government to collect 

information about crops. 
 

What is the Flag Code and how has it been changed recently? 

• The use, display and hoisting of the National Flag in the country is guided by an 

overarching set of instructions called the ‘Flag Code of India 2002’. It brings together 

all laws, conventions, practices, and instructions for the display of the National Flag. 

It governs the display of the National Flag by private, public, and government 

institutions. 

• The Flag Code of India took effect on January 26, 2002. As per Clause 2.1 of the Flag 

Code of India, there shall be no restriction on the display of the National Flag by 

members of the general public, private organizations, educational institutions etc. 

consistent with the dignity and honour of the National Flag. 

What led to the recent amendment? 

• The Flag Code of India, 2002 was amended vide Order dated December 30, 2021, and 

a National Flag made of polyester or machine-made flag has also been allowed.  

• Now, the National Flag shall be made of hand-spun, hand-woven or machine-made 

cotton/polyester/wool/silk/khadi bunting, as per the amended flag code. 
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• The government will soon launch ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’– a nationwide campaign to 

encourage people to hoist the Tricolour at their homes to mark the 75th Independence 

Day.  

• The amended flag code will facilitate the availability of flags on such a large scale and 

also make them affordable for the general public.  

• Once the flag code was amended, the government reached out to manufacturers and 

e-commerce sites to boost its availability. The Ministry has also held meetings with e-

commerce platforms such as Amazon and Flipkart to make sure these sites would be 

a platform to buy flags. 

Why is it being criticised? 

• The amendment to the flag code has, however, been questioned by those who feel the 

move will break the association between the Tricolour, the Independence movement 

and khadi. 

• A section of Khadi weavers and activists have launched an agitation to protest the 

amendment. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. There is a strategic logic in the coming together of India, 

Israel, the US, and the UAE. It comes at a time when relations 

among the countries are growing. Comment.  

MCQs 
Q1. Bandar Abbas and Bandar Anjali ports are situated in  

a. Russia 

b. Iran  

c. UAE 

d. Pakistan 

 


