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Current Affairs of the Day 
India ranks 135 out of 146 on the Gender Gap Index 

• India ranks 135 among a 

total of 146 countries in 

the Global Gender Gap 

Index, 2022, released by 

the World Economic 

Forum. The country is 

the worst performer in 

the world in the “health 

and survival” sub-index 

in which it is ranked 146. 

• The Global Gender 

Report, 2022, which 

includes the index, says 

it will now take 132 

years to reach gender 

parity. 

• India ranks poorly among its neighbours and is behind Bangladesh (71), Nepal (96), 

Sri Lanka (110), Maldives (117) and Bhutan (126). Only the performance of Iran 

(143), Pakistan (145) and Afghanistan (146) was worse than India in South Asia. In 

2021, India ranked 140 out of 156 nations. 

Sub-indices 

• The Global Gender Gap Index benchmarks gender parity across four key dimensions 

or sub-indices — economic participation and opportunity, educational attainment, 

health and survival, and political empowerment.  

• India ranks 146 in health and survival, 143 in economic participation and opportunity, 

107 in educational attainment and 48 in political empowerment. The report notes that 

India’s score of 0.629 was its seventh-highest score in the past 16 years. 

• India also “recovered” ground since 2021 in economic participation and opportunity, 

though the report goes on to add that the labour force participation shrunk for both 

men (by -9.5 percentage points) and women (-3 percentage points). 
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‘More women eyeing the role of entrepreneurs’ 

• India has a low representation of women in leadership positions in the workforce but 

more women are seeking entrepreneurial opportunities compared to men, according to 

a report. 

• According to LinkedIn data, published in the World Economic Forum's 2022 Global 

Gender Gap Report, the share of women founders grew 2.68 times between 2016 and 

2021. 

• As per the report, the growth rate of women's entrepreneurship was at its highest in 

2020 and 2021. 

 

‘India has achieved clean energy targets 9 years before deadline’ 

• India has achieved clean 

energy targets nine years 

ahead of schedule. In 2015, 

India committed to ensuring 

that 40% of its energy 

would be from renewable 

sources by 2030 as part of 

its Nationally Determined 

Contributions (NDC). 

• India has installed 162 GW 

(1 GW is 1,000 MW) of 

renewable energy capacity, 

which is 41% of the 402 

GW of electricity installed.  

• India raised its ambition in 

Glasgow (at the UN COP-

21) to install 500 GW of 

renewable energy by 2030, 

which would then be 50% 

of the installed capacity.  

• Despite having among the lowest per capita emissions in the world, we have invested 

in this energy transition. 
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The energy crisis 

• The energy crisis that has gripped the world has been “some time in the making” and 

not only due to the Russia-Ukraine war but because of the “cartelisation in the fossil 

fuel industry.” 

• Renewable energy promised to break these cartels though it was possible that there 

would be newer such cartels forming in manufacturing and equipment and the world 

would have to take steps to ensure that these do not coalesce. 

 

I2U2 can become a regional feature like Quad: Sullivan 

• The U.S. believes that 

‘I2U2’, a group 

comprising India, 

Israel, the U.S., and 

the UAE, can become 

“a feature” of the West 

Asian region, just like 

the Quad is for the 

Indo-Pacific. 

• His remarks were 

made in response to a 

question on what the 

objective was in bringing India “into so many issues” such as the Indo-Pacific 

Economic Framework, the Quad and I2U2. 

• I2U2, which was launched last autumn, has been called the “West Asian Quad” by 

some commentators. 

• Mr Sullivan said India was one of the most “strategically consequential countries” 

in the Indo-Pacific and therefore “should” play a central role in U.S. strategy.  

• India also had a long-standing relationship with the Gulf countries and Israel. India 

and the West Asian countries in I2U2 could come together and work on agricultural 

technology. 

• Mr Sullivan said there would be a “significant” announcement around food security 

and agricultural technology from the I2U2 meeting, as this was an area where there 

was a current crisis that the four countries could come together to address. 
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In revamped Grap, ban on diesel car when air severe+ 

• Diesel vehicles 

not 

conforming to 

BS-VI will be 

banned in the 

National 

Capital Region 

(NCR) if the 

Air Quality 

Index (AQI) 

rises above 

450, 

construction 

work will be 

halted above 

an AQI of 400, 

and diesel generators cannot be run if the index breaches 300, according to a revised 

Graded Response Action Plan (Grap) to combat air pollution. 

• Released by the Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM), the new Grap 

will now take into account the index of air pollution, which reflects the concentration 

of several pollutants, and not just PM2.5 and PM10 as triggers for the curbs.  

• More importantly, the imposition of restrictions under the three most serious levels 

will be pre-emptive instead of after pollution levels have spiked. 

A revised Graded Response Action Plan (Grap) 

• GRAP is a set of progressively stricter lists of curbs on the type of vehicles or the types 

of works or businesses that lead to air pollution when air pollution levels hit certain 

trigger points. 

• The plan first came into force in 2017 but has been criticised for being ineffective, 

especially since it was considered reactive as stricter curbs were enforced 48 hours 

after pollution had already worsened. 

• According to officials, the CAQM will receive reports from the Early Warning System 

for Delhi and its Decision Support System (DSS) 
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• Under the new plan, stage I is when the AQI is in the “poor” range (between 201 and 

300), stage II when it is in “very poor” (between 301 and 400), stage III when it is 

“severe” (between 401 and 450), and stage IV when the AQI is in “severe plus” (above 

450). 

• For stages II, III and IV, the curbs will be invoked three days in advance if there are 

predictions for AQI thresholds being breached. Among the other key change is the 

limit on diesel private cars.  

• In stage IV, the use of these will be banned unless they conform to the Bharat Stage 

VI (BS-VI) standard — the first time private cars will be banned on the basis of the 

fuel.  

• Additionally, state authorities can also announce these curbs, as well as on BS-III 

petrol vehicles, in the third stage if they wish to, the policy says. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. In the last few years, GovTech (technology for rolling out 

State reforms) has improved service delivery, simplified tasks of 

officials and made them accountable, and ensured that politicians 

have better visibility of data on the reform programmes. Critically 

discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. Recently formed grouping I2U2 includes 

1. India 

2. Israel  

3. Iran 

4. USA  

Select the correct answer using the code given below 

a. 1, 3 and 4 

b. 1 and 4 only 

c. 1, 2 and 4 

d. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 


