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Current Affairs of the Day 
The Centre has no new data on child labour 

• The Centre does not have any data on child labour in the country and a reason for this 

is the drying up of budgetary provisions meant for the National Child Labour Project 

(NCLP), which had been monitoring the issue for about three decades. 

• Since the NCLP was merged with the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan in 2016, the Ministry 

has no records of child labour. The currently available data is from the 2011 Census, 

which says the country has more than a million child labourers. The Labour ministry 

replied to the query of the Parliament Standing Committee on Labour. 

• The NCLP’s schools for child labourers work for three to four years and they have 

also more or less stopped functioning due to scarcity of funds.  

• Education Ministry also does not have a mechanism to find out the number of children 

engaged in child labour. This is a serious situation. 

• It is for the first time that a parliamentary panel is engaged in a detailed examination 

of the national policy on child labour. The member said though we have legislation, 

the Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, since 1986 the menace of child 

labour is continue unchecked. 

NGO's role in assessing the situation: 

• The panel has received some empirical reports from certain NGOs that child labour 

has increased after the pandemic. We are specifically looking into this issue. It means, 

that children are more vulnerable now and a lack of data will hamper any efforts to 

help them. 

• NGOs such as Bachpan Bachao Andolan, Aide et Action, Childline India Foundation, 

Prayas Juvenile Aid Centre, Save the Children and SOS Children Villages appeared 

before the panel on the issue. 

 

Uneven rain hits Kharif sowing, paddy down 24% 

• Planting Kharif or summer-sown crops is currently lagging last year’s levels due to an 

uneven monsoon, despite a recent pick-up in rain and flooding in many states.  
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• In the week ended July 8, rice, the main summer staple, witnessed a worrying 24% 

drop in acreage over the same period last year, the latest available official data shows.  

• Acreage of oilseeds, a scarce commodity India imports to meet overall demand, was 

20.21% lower than the year-ago period, while the area under pulses showed a slight 

increase. 

• Rainfall in July is considered most critical for paddy, whose planting has been slow, 

mainly due to deficit rainfall in producer states.  

Global weather events:  

• A key weather pattern known as La Nina, marked by cooler ocean-surface 

temperatures that tend to boost the monsoon, is expected to be favourable for the 

Indian monsoon.  

• But the Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) index, another monsoon-influencing ocean 

parameter, has been “below zero for 8 consecutive weeks” Skymet said.  

• A negative IOD suppresses monsoon bursts and a likely negative IOD event through 

the monsoon months is expected to persist till November 2022. 

 

‘Govt foresightedness saved millions from poverty’ 

• The Centre’s foresightedness, “nimble-footed” approach, and focus on people at the 

“bottom of the pyramid” saved millions of Indians from the cost-of-living crisis, the 

finance minister said citing the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

report, which predicts that about 71 million people in the developing world (excluding 

India) would sink into poverty due to the effects of the Ukraine war and global 

inflation. 

• According to the report, the current cost-of-living crisis may have pushed over 51 

million people into extreme poverty, earning below $1.90 a day, and an additional 20 

million earning $3.30 a day, with hotspots in sub-Saharan Africa, but also in eastern 

Europe. The report also highlighted the medium impact on countries such as Denmark, 

Ireland, Italy, Malaysia, Sweden, and the UK. 

• The UNDP’s report, ‘Addressing the cost-of-living crisis in developing countries: 

Poverty and vulnerability projections’ said targeted subsidies to the poor and 

vulnerable worked for countries such as India. 
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COVID relief package: 

• When the Covid-19 pandemic hit India in March 2020, the first response of the 

Narendra Modi government was to announce a welfare package for the poor that 

included free grains and cash subsidies for the vulnerable.  

• The 5kg free dry ration per person per month to 800 million poor every month 

(in addition to their normal quota of foodgrains under the National Food Security Act) 

under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) since April 2020 

continues even now to shield the poor from the impact of the Ukraine war and fuel 

and food inflation caused by global geo-political factors. 

• Over the period April 2020 to September 2022, the government has allocated 1,003 

lakh MT of foodgrains for the PMGKAY, benefiting 80 crore people for two-and-a-

half-year. 

• In addition, during the initial months of the pandemic, the government transferred 

₹500 per month for 3 months to women Jan Dhan account holders, totalling ₹1,500 

transfers to each of 200 million women. 

• According to an analysis of the report by the finance ministry, inflation in India will 

push 0% of the population below the poverty line of $1.90 per day, just 0.02% of the 

population below the $3.30 per day line, and just 0.04% of the population below the 

upper poverty line of $5.50 per day. 

• Prime Minister said the government’s policy is nimble and people-centric, but not 

populist. We provided security to the poor with a people-first approach, focused on 

women, farmers, and MSMEs. 

 

What was the ‘Lavender Scare’, and how is it linked to NASA’s 

James Webb? 

• NASA’s James Webb Space Telescope, which will show the clearest-ever images of 

the universe, is set to bring about a change in the way we perceive space. However, 

the telescope’s name has come under intense criticism from the LGBTQ community. 

• The telescope has been named after James Webb, who ran the US space agency from 

1961 to 1968 and allegedly had a role to play in the “Lavender Scare” at NASA. 

• The Lavender Scare was the marginalisation of LGBTQ employees working in the US 

government’s offices during the 1950s and 1960s. It is often described as a “witch-
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hunt”, where those suspected of being from the LGBTQ community were fired from 

their jobs. 

 

The bail law and Supreme Court call for reform 

The Supreme Court underlined that “there is a pressing need” for reform in the law related 

to bail and called on the government to consider framing special legislation on the lines 

of the law in the United Kingdom. 

What is the ruling about? 

• A two-judge Bench issued certain clarifications to an older judgment delivered in July 

2021 on bail reform (Satender Kumar Antil vs CBI). The latest ruling is essentially 

a reiteration of several crucial principles of criminal procedure. 

• Referring to the state of jails in the country, where over two-thirds lodged are 

undertrials, the Supreme Court underlined that arrest is a draconian measure that 

needs to be used sparingly. 

• Of this category of prisoners, the majority may not even be required to be arrested 

despite registration of a cognizable offence, being charged with offences punishable 

for seven years or less. They are not only poor and illiterate but also would include 

women. Thus, there is a culture of offence being inherited by many of them. 

• Theoretically, the court also linked the idea of indiscriminate arrests to magistrates 

ignoring the rule of “bail, not jail” to a colonial mindset. The Code of Criminal 

Procedure (CrPC) was first drafted in 1882 and continues to be in use with 

amendments from time to time. 

What is the law on bail? 

• The CrPC does not define the word bail but only categories offences under the Indian 

Penal Code as ‘bailable’ and ‘non-bailable’. The CrPC empowers magistrates to grant 

bail for bailable offences as a matter of right.  

• This would involve release on furnishing a bail bond, without or without security.  

• Non-bailable offences are cognisable, which enables the police officer to arrest 

without a warrant. In such cases, a magistrate would determine if the accused is fit to 

be released on bail. 
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The UK law: 

• The Bail Act of the United Kingdom, 1976, prescribes the procedure for granting bail.  

• A key feature is that one of the aims of the legislation is “reducing the size of the 

inmate population”. The law also has provisions for ensuring legal aid for defendants.  

• The Act recognises a “general right” to be granted bail.  

• For rejecting bail, the prosecution must show that grounds exist for believing the 

defendant on bail would not surrender to custody, would commit an offence while on 

bail, or would interfere with witnesses or otherwise obstruct the course of justice; 

unless the defendant must be detained for his own welfare or protection; or in other 

circumstances. 

The Supreme Court held on reforms: 

• SEPARATE LAW FOR BAIL: The court underlined that the CrPC, despite 

amendments since Independence, largely retains its original structure as drafted by a 

colonial power over its subjects.  

• The court made this point to signal that despite its rulings, structurally, the Code does 

not account for arrest as a fundamental liberty issue in itself. 

• It also highlighted that magistrates do not necessarily exercise their discretionary 

powers uniformly. 

• The court’s solution to this is the framing of a separate law that deals with the grant of 

bail. 

• INDISCRIMINATE ARRESTS: The court noted that the culture of too many arrests, 

especially for non-cognisable offences, is unwarranted. It emphasised that even for 

cognisable offences, an arrest is not mandatory and must be “necessitated”. 

• BAIL APPLICATION: The Supreme Court held that in certain circumstances, 

magistrates must routinely consider granting bail, without insisting on a separate bail 

application. 

• DIRECTION TO STATES: The SC also directed all state governments and Union 

Territories to facilitate standing orders to comply with the orders and avoid 

indiscriminate arrests.  
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The Government of India has recently announced its plan to 

create 10 lakh government jobs in the next 18 months. Despite its 

scale and timeliness, it falls short of a genuine solution to the 

formidable unemployment challenge that India is facing. Critically 

discuss.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following is predominantly a Rabi crop in India? 

a. Rice 

b. Wheat 

c. Soyabean 

d. Bajra 

 


