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The road to productivity 

Investing in roads reduces travel time increases economic output and helps upgrade human 

development. 

Economic loss and Pandemic: 

• It has taken a pandemic to know how important cities are. One reason why our progress 

towards a $5 trillion economy could be stifled is the pandemic-induced lockdowns in 

cities which play an important role in realising national and macroeconomic growth 

targets.  

• A Barclays report found that “the absolute economic loss was likely the largest from 

the shutdown of Kuala Lumpur, Manila, Delhi and Mumbai, ranging from $1 billion-

$1.7 billion per week.” 

Travel time 

• Cities are labour markets where the labour force exchanges their labour and creates 

knowledge spillovers. As the famous French planner Alain Bertaud points out, a lot of 

economic and productive activity takes place in cities and their jobs. 

• There is no doubt that the commute time for the labour force to the workplace plays a 

very important role in determining their productivity in cities.  

• The travel time to work was one of the slowest in our cities in 2016: Bengaluru being 

the slowest at 22 km per hour, Delhi at 25 km per hour, and Chennai the highest at 33 

km per hour. 

• Travel time continues to be long in our post-pandemic cities which are fiscally stressed 

and battling the problem of potholes following heavy rains. The longer the commute 

time in a city, the smaller is its effective labour market and vice-versa.  

Effective labour market and Commuting: 

• While the nominal labour market of the city refers to all jobs created in the metropolitan 

area, the effective labour market refers to the jobs accessible within a certain commute.  

• From the viewpoint of enlarging a city’s effective labour market and economic output, 

it is therefore very important to keep the commute time short and commuting costs 

cheap within a city as it keeps growing in population.  

• It should be clear that a short commute is desirable not only from the micro perspective 

of the commuter who otherwise wastes time, health and productivity with the delays in 
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traffic but also from a macro, city-level perspective, to enable a large effective labour 

market.  

• In this context, it is instructive to note that in the pre-pandemic period, firms in 

Bengaluru threatened to leave the city and relocate if the traffic problems were 

not fixed, as it was affecting the productivity of their employees. 

• There is no doubt that the larger a city’s effective labour market, the greater its 

agglomeration economies and knowledge spillovers will be. A study found that 

within a 45-minute commute on public transit, only 66,427 jobs were accessible in 

the Phoenix metropolitan area in the U.S. compared to the nearly 2,02,724 jobs which 

were accessible in the Philadelphia metropolitan area within the same commute time, 

even though the two cities have the same population(about 1.6 million).  

• Therefore, there is no doubt that Philadelphia’s effective labour market is bigger than 

its counterpart in Phoenix. This is reflected in the higher per capita income of $22,874 

in Philadelphia compared to $21,907 in Phoenix in 2010. 

Investing in roads for better revenue 

• One way in which urban local bodies (ULBs) directly impact the city’s economic output 

is through their infrastructure. Cities need to invest more in roads.  

• In recent research, taking the case of Karnataka’s cities, we found that road length has 

a positive effect on the city’s tax base. This is because roads lead to easy access to jobs 

and increased economic activity; that also gives the public more confidence and 

motivation to pay taxes.  

• One estimate indicated that for every one km increase in the road length of a ULB, there 

is an increase in the ULB’s own revenues by roughly ₹430 per capita.  

• So, cities should not view investment in road networks as expenditure; rather, roads add 

to the city’s revenue base which the city can use to improve infrastructure and public 

services.  

• Even simple things such as fixing potholes and puddles on roads lead to significant 

reductions in travel time and should be an important city government priority. 

Investing in roads not only reduces travel time and enlarges effective labour markets of 

cities and their economic output, but also improves access to schooling for children as well 

as healthcare, thereby upgrading human development. This is indeed the road to the $5 

trillion economies along with improvement in human well-being. 
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Abe leaves behind a formidable legacy 

The former PM’s vision was focused on reaffirming Japan’s place in the world. He 

revitalised the economy, fought hard to reverse the nation’s pacifist stance and gave the 

world the construct of the Indo-Pacific 

Memorable initiatives: 

• While its record was ultimately mixed, Abenomics undoubtedly chipped away at the 

pessimism about Japan’s economic prospects.  

• Abe also fought pitched domestic battles to reverse Japan’s post-World War II pacifism. 

Faced with a rising China and a trigger-happy North Korea, Abe spent much of his 

tenure in office trying to work his way around his country’s pacifist constitution and 

leave Japan in a stronger strategic position than the one he found it in.  

• In his first term as PM, he threw Japan’s weight behind the idea of a novel geopolitical 

concept: The Indo-Pacific.  

• Even after an initial Quad meeting in 2007 failed to take off, Abe pushed relentlessly 

for closer ties with the US, Australia, and India. When China’s rise gave the grouping 

a new lease on life, Abe supplied Quad with its mission statement: Securing a “Free 

and Open Indo-Pacific”. 

• Abe also led Asia at a time when Washington had seemingly turned its back on 

engaging with the world. After the Trump administration walked out of the 14-nation 

trade deal, the Trans-Pacific Partnership, Japan defied the odds and kept the agreement 

alive.  

India-Japan 

• While a number of his predecessors pushed for closer ties with India, Abe placed New 

Delhi at the heart of Japan’s strategy for Asia and the Indo-Pacific.  

• New Delhi and Tokyo upgraded the status of their bilateral partnership to a Special 

Strategic and Global Partnership in 2014 and articulated a joint vision for the future 

of the region.  

• Japan’s robust investments in India as well as its willingness to take up infrastructure 

projects in the sensitive Northeast served to deepen ties.  

• The bilateral relationship, which once grew only in fits and starts, now runs the gamut 

from joint military exercises and space dialogues to infrastructure development and 

supply chain security. 
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Twitter’s petition on Section 69A of the IT Act  

• Recently, the microblogging platform Twitter moved to the Karnataka High Court 

seeking to set aside multiple blocking orders of the Central government as well as to 

alter their directions to identify specific violative content than imposing a blanket ban 

on individual accounts.  

• According to Twitter, the blocking orders were “procedurally and substantially” non-

compliant with Section 69A of the Information Technology Act (IT Act). 

The legality behind blocking content: 

• Section 69A of the IT Act empowers the government to restrict access to any content 

in the interest of sovereignty and integrity of the country, security of the state, friendly 

relations with foreign states or for public order.  

• All directions to restrict information or content in circulation must be recorded in 

writing. Social media intermediaries failing to comply with the regulations are liable 

to be monetarily penalised along with an imprisonment term which may extend up to 

seven years.  

• The procedures for executing the provisions of the act are enlisted in the Information 

Technology (Procedure and Safeguards for Blocking for Access of Information by 

Public) Rules, 2009.  

• It entails that a government-designated officer along with an examination committee 

assesses the content in question within 48 hours of receiving the takedown request.  

• It must enable an opportunity to the author or originator of the content to provide 

clarifications. The recommendations are then sent to the Secretary of the Dept of 

Information Technology for approval to forward a request to the social media 

intermediary for restricting access.  

• Emergency provisions stipulate that the clarification be sought after the content has 

been blocked for specified reasons but within 48 hours. They can be revoked after due 

examination.  

• Internet advocacy groups have been particularly critical of Rule 16 which suggests strict 

confidentiality be maintained on all requests and actions taken thereof — often 

attributed to be the cause for lack of transparency.  

• The mentioned legislations are to be read under the purview of Article 19 of the Indian 

Constitution guaranteeing freedom of speech and expression. However, Clause 2 of the 
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article permits the state to impose ‘reasonable restrictions’ for the same reasons as those 

for Section 69A. 

 

Twitter’s claim: 

• The microblogging platform states that it respects user expression while also taking into 

consideration applicable local laws.  
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• The disparity in the assessment of what constitutes ‘free expression’ and harm to public 

order among the two entities is the premise of the entire contestation.  

• Twitter restricts access to allegedly violative content only based on a “valid and 

properly scoped request” from an authorised entity.  

• However, the curtailment is limited to the jurisdiction that has issued the legal demand. 

Its policies stipulate that the author of the content must be informed if such a request is 

received or acted upon. 

• As per its transparency report for January to June 2021, India accounted for 11% of the 

overall legal requests received globally by the micro-blogging platform for moderating 

access to certain content.  

• Its petition in the High court points to two structural problems, firstly, the absence of a 

case-specific rationale for blocking content and accounts, and secondly, not 

according to the originators of the content the mandatory hearing. 

The procedural issues described by Twitter: 

• Twitter holds that the government has been merely reproducing the words of Section 

69A as reasons for blocking URLs and accounts.  

• The government has allegedly not shown why the restrictions were necessary in the 

interest of public order or for any other reason.  

• The Supreme Court’s ruling in The Superintendent, Central Prison, Fatehgarh vs 

Ram Manohar Lohia (1960) held restrictions made in the public interest must possess 

a reasonable connection to the objective being achieved. They need to be set aside 

should the co-relation be “far-fetched, hypothetical or too remote”, in other words, 

bearing no proximity to public order. 

• The concerns are further aggravated when the directions are aimed at blocking 

individual accounts (in other words, temporary or permanent revocation of an 

individual’s presence on the platform) and not the specific content.  

• Therefore, the contestation now extends to interrogating if the scope of the legislation 

is restricted to already-existing content or content that could be potentially generated in 

the future (by the censored individual).  

• One of the prime reasons why the Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of 

Section 69A in Shreya Singhal vs Union of India (2012) was its adherence to accord 

a hearing to the author of the content as well as the intermediary.  
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• It is guaranteed under Rule 8 of the procedural norms but Twitter stated that the 

government has neither provided any notice nor any hearing. 

 

 


