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Current Affairs of the Day 
‘Renewable energy to reduce revenues’ 

• The global transition away from fossil fuels to renewable energy sources could trigger 
financial challenges for India and major developing countries such as Russia, Brazil 
and China because of their high dependence on revenues from fossil fuels, according 
to a study by the International Institute of Sustainable Development (IISD). 

• Though India is a net importer of petroleum products, it earns substantial revenues — 
via cesses and taxes — from the consumption of petrol, diesel and oil. 

• The study finds that by 2050, overall fossil fuel revenues in Brazil, Russia, Indonesia, 
India and China could be as much as $570 billion, lower than a business-as-usual 
scenario where governments fail to phase down fossil fuels enough to avoid the worst 
climate impacts. 

• The widest gaps are expected to occur in India ($178 billion), China ($140 billion), 
and Russia ($134 billion). 

• Public revenues from fossil fuel production and consumption currently account for 
34% of general government revenue in Russia, 18% in India, and 16% in Indonesia. 
The share stands at 8% in Brazil, and 6% in South Africa. This includes only direct, 
first-order, government financial revenues. 

• By comparison, such revenues form a smaller fraction of Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) in developed countries. 

‘Unreliable, erratic’ 

• Fossil fuel revenue streams, the IISD report noted, were “unreliable and erratic” and 
undermined by the negative economic impacts of fossil fuel use, such as health costs 
due to air pollution and damage from climate change. 

 

Adopt Natural Farming For Quality Of Soil: PM To Farmers 

• The mass movement for natural farming will be widely successful in the coming years, 

and the sooner farmers join this change, the more they will reap its benefits, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi said. 

• The PM also said that natural farming helps protect the quality of the soil and its 

productivity. “When you do natural farming, you serve Mother Earth, by protecting 

the quality of the soil and its productivity,” the PM said.  
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Delhi rain scant due to ‘heat island effect’ 

• Although it rained in 

Punjab, Haryana and 

parts of Uttar Pradesh, 

showers largely gave 

Delhi a miss over the 

weekend, which 

experts said could be 

due to the urban heat 

island effect, despite 

the India 

Meteorological 

Department’s 

prediction of light to moderate rainfall over the Capital. 

• This was largely owing to the trough of the monsoon not moving sufficiently over 

Delhi and low-pressure areas persisting around Odisha, and not northwest India, Met 

officials said. 

• The urban heat island effect occurs when cities replace the natural land cover with 

dense concretisation that absorbs and retains heat. 

 

 



 

3 

 

11.07.2022 | Monday 

India must harness the potential of young girls 

• This World Population Day, imagine the life of a 15-year-old girl, who’s forced out 

of school against her wishes, married at 16 before she reaches adulthood, and gives 

birth to children at 17 or 18. 

• One in 10 Indians is a young girl. Aged between 15 and 24, these 120 million — the 

largest number anywhere in the world — are 120 million opportunities to be 

harnessed.  

• Societies that do not prioritise investing in girls pay a heavy price in terms of slower 

economic growth and reduced national income.  

• While in recent years, positive advancements have been made in education, health, 

and nutrition outcomes for young people, the sexual and reproductive health needs of 

adolescents and young girls beg for greater attention and investment. 

Reaping triple dividends: 

• To meet India’s 

commitments to the 

Sustainable Development 

Goals and Family 

Planning 2030, specific 

health strategies, 

especially for adolescents 

and youth, are crucial.  

• By prioritising the sexual 

and reproductive health 

needs of young girls — 

India, which is at the cusp 

of a demographic 

dividend, can further 

benefit from what the 

Lancet Commission has 

defined as a “triple 

dividend” — “for 

adolescents now, for 

their future adult lives, 

and for their children.” 
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Lost childhood and opportunities:  

• The National Family Health Survey (NFHS-5, 2019-21) shows that one in four girls 

is still married off before 18.  

• The rate of teenage pregnancy continues to remain around 7%. Both create a burden 

as the risk of an adolescent girl dying in childbirth is twice that of a woman in her 20s.  

• There are several contributory factors to these grim figures:  

• Lack of accurate information related to modern contraceptives, including myths 

and misconceptions surrounding them;  

• entrenched gender gaps due to regressive social norms;  

• taboos towards teenage sexuality; and  

• provider biases across the health and social service chain. 

Changes in family planning attitudes:  

• Between NFHS-4 and 5, an estimated additional 2.6 million couples (15-24 years) 

reported using a family planning method.  

• About 70% of the 2.6 million new users reported the use of condoms — an indication 

of male participation and inter-spousal communication to avoid unintended 

pregnancies.  

• The unmet need for contraceptives has also decreased from 22% to 17%, indicating 

an increase in availability, access and uptake of family planning. 

• National programmes such as Adolescent Friendly Health Services under the 

Rashtriya Kishor Swasthya Karyakram (National Adolescent Health Programme), 

and increasing access to comprehensive and correct reproductive health information 

through the School Health and Wellness Programme are having a positive effect.  

• Early evidence from UNFPA-supported interventions demonstrates that young people 

are more likely to engage with helplines and digital media such as chatbots that 

provide them with accurate information while ensuring privacy. 

There are evidence-based interventions waiting to be scaled up in India to ensure 

the triple dividend.  

• One, invest in expanding school education to build a greater understanding of 

reproductive health issues.  
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• Two, invest in interventions that delay the age of marriage of girls to 18 years. 

Globally, the UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme to Accelerate Action to End Child 

Marriage has identified that the most strategic approach should start with awareness, 

education and inclusion of women, and empowerment of adolescents, especially girls, 

to pursue informed choices and aspirations. 

• Three, delay the age at which the first child is born and avoid childbirth in quick 

succession.  

• Four, leverage the influence of opinion leaders to rewrite social norms. The 

experience of successful initiatives such as the Pulse Polio Eradication Campaign 

indicates the important role media, faith-based organisations, religious leaders, 

parents, and community influencers had in altering social norms and practices for 

increasing the acceptance of vaccines.  

• Five, use and strengthen adolescent and youth networks and facilitate their 

engagement with digital technology platforms, which show great potential in sexual 

and reproductive health programming and policy formulation. 

We must remove barriers to opportunities to harness the potential of young girls. More 

empowered, more responsible, and healthier female populations are the greatest 

contributors to peaceful and sustainable social and economic change. 
 

Hydrogen finds its place in India’s green power play 

• Round-the-clock power fuelled solely by renewable energy may be close at hand, with 
the government planning pilot projects to operate solar and wind power bundled with 
power generated through the green hydrogen-backed gas turbine. 

• The power ministry is expected to assign state-run NTPC Ltd and Coal India Ltd to 
run the pilots, two officials familiar with the matter said. 

• Since electricity from solar and wind power plants is intermittent, they need backing 
from a more stable power source, such as battery storage or thermal power for 
uninterrupted supply.  

• Existing round-the-clock (RTC) green power projects in India are largely bundled 
with thermal power. The planned pilots will be cleaner than the previous RTC projects 
as thermal power will be replaced by power from green hydrogen-backed gas turbines. 

• With power from hydrogen-based gas turbines, power plants could ensure a higher 
power load factor, which means more electricity at a given time compared to 
conventional energy sources. 

• Using green hydrogen would also lower the cost of power and, eventually, tariffs. 



 

6 

 

11.07.2022 | Monday 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. “India and Japan are natural partners” - PM Narendra 

Modi. Elaborate 

MCQs 
Q1. Kakuma and Dadaab refugee camps are situated in  

a. Kenya 

b. Uganda 

c. Somalia 

d. South Sudan 

 


