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Current Affairs of the Day 
Centre to promote dragon fruit cultivation 

• Following in the 

footsteps of the 

Gujarat and 

Haryana 

governments, the 

Centre has decided 

to promote the 

cultivation of 

dragon fruit, 

known as a “super 

fruit” for its health 

benefits.  

• The Centre feels 

that considering 

the cost-

effectiveness and global demand for the fruit due to its nutritional values, its 

cultivation can be expanded in India. At present, this exotic fruit is cultivated on 3,000 

hectares; the plan is to increase cultivation to 50,000 hectares in five years. 

• The Gujarat government recently renamed dragon fruit kamlam [lotus] and announced 

an incentive for farmers who cultivate it. The Haryana government also provides a 

grant for farmers who are ready to plant this exotic fruit variety.  

• The fruit is considered good for diabetic patients, low in calories and high in nutrients 

like iron, calcium, potassium and zinc. 

• According to the authorities, and the Indian Council of Agriculture Research, the fruit 

plant doesn’t need much water and can be cultivated on dry land, too. The benefit is 

that this fruit can be cultivated in degraded and rainfed land.  

• The Centre can also provide specific target-based help to States and farmers under the 

Mission for Integrated Development of Horticulture (MIDH). Processing 

infrastructure can also be developed with the help of the Food Processing Ministry. Its 

cultivation will be beneficial for farmers and consumers. 
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About Dragon fruit: 

• Dragon fruit originates in Central and South America. We call this interesting plant a 

fruit, but it is actually a cactus. Dragon fruit is grown in Asia, Mexico, Central 

America, South America, and Israel today.  

• The red flesh of the dragon fruit contains lycopene, which has been associated with 

lower cancer and heart disease risk. The skin should not be eaten.  
 

‘Shift from fossil fuels may lead to revenue gap’ 

1. India could register a gap of $178 billion in revenue from fossil fuels by 2050 as the 

world moves towards cleaner energy to limit global warming to 1.5°C, a report by 

International Institute for Sustainable Development (IISD) said. 

2. Under the 2015 Paris Agreement, countries have agreed to limit global warming to 

below 2°C, preferably to 1.5°C, compared to pre-industrial levels. 

3. India currently earns $92.9 billion from fossil fuels which accounts for 18% of 

government revenue and 3.4% of GDP. The earnings could fall to around 65% by 2050 

on an energy pathway consistent with limiting global warming to 1.5°C, according to 

the report. 

4. Surging energy prices and demand are generating huge revenues from fossil fuel 

production and consumption. These temporary, short-term windfall profits should be 

taxed to fund the energy transition... At the same time, governments must protect 

vulnerable consumers from high prices and support fossil fuel-dependent workers and 

communities. 

5. Funds can be used to support social welfare, clean energy and just transitions, the 

report recommended, adding that the governments need to prepare for the inevitable 

“bust” in fossil fuel revenues. 
 

Monsoon getting hotter than summer: study 

• The monsoon has usually meant a respite from the heat, but temperatures during these 

months — June to September — are seeing a rise, says an analysis by the Centre for 

Science and Environment (CSE). 

• At an all-India level, average temperatures during the season are 0.3 degrees Celsius 

higher than the average summer temperatures (March to May) when compared from 

1951 to 1980. In the past decade, 2012-2021, this anomaly has risen to 0.4 degrees 

Celsius. 
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• However, in 

a breakdown 

of this rise, 

the CSE 

analysis 

shows it has 

translated to 

summer 

temperatures 

rising slower 

than not only 

monsoon but 

even post-

monsoon 

(October-

December) and winter (January and February) temperatures. 

• The increase in these two seasons is 0.79 degrees and 0.58 degrees, respectively, 

whereas summer temperatures have risen only 0.49 degrees. This year, India saw 

record pre-monsoon temperatures in northern and western regions, in the absence of 

rain. 
 

Sub-categorising OBCs 

• The idea is to 

create sub-

categories 

within the larger 

group of OBCs 

for the purpose 

of reservation. 

OBCs are 

granted 27% 

reservation in 

jobs and 

education under 

the central 

government. 
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• For OBCs, the debate arises out of the perception that only a few affluent communities 

among the over 2,600 included in the Central List of OBCs have secured a major part 

of the 27% reservation.  

• The argument for creating sub-categories within OBCs is that it would ensure 

“equitable distribution” of representation among all OBC communities. 

What have its findings been so far? 

• In 2018, the Commission analysed the data of 1.3 lakh central jobs given under the 

OBC quota over the preceding five years and OBC admissions to central higher 

education institutions, including universities, IITs, NITs, IIMs and AIIMS, over the 

preceding three years.  

• The findings were: 97% of all jobs and educational seats have gone to just 25% of all 

sub-castes classified as OBCs; 24.95% of these jobs and seats have gone to just 10 

OBC communities; 983 OBC communities — 37% of the total — have zero 

representation in jobs and educational institutions; 994 OBC sub-castes have a total 

representation of only 2.68% in recruitment and admissions. 

What is the extent of OBC recruitment in central jobs? 

• According to data tabled in Parliament by the government in March 2022, the total 

number of Group A to Group C employees (including safai karmacharis) was 5.12 

lakh. Of these, 17.70% are SC, 6.72% ST, 20.26% OBC (Other Backward Classes), 

and 0.02% EWS (Economically Weaker Sections).  

• In Group-A, the highest tier among these, the representation of SCs is just 12.86%, 

STs 5.64% and of OBCs 16.88%. Reservation for these communities is 15%, 7.5% 

and 27% respectively. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss factors for the constituent assembly's conception of 

nominated members in Rajya Sabha. Critically discuss their 

performance in recent years.  
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MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements about the Nominated 

members of Rajya Sabha 

1. Nominated members are not allowed to vote in the election 

of the President 

2. They have the right to vote in the election of the Vice-

President 

Which of the above statements is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2  

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 


