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Current Affairs of the Day 
Aarey Forest 

• Several environmentalists 

in Mumbai had opposed 

the construction of the car 

shed in Aarey, which is an 

extension of the Sanjay 

Gandhi National Park and 

a habitat for leopards and 

other fauna.  

• Environmentalists, who 

had claimed that the car 

shed would damage the 

least big vestige of 

greenery in Mumbai, were backed by Aaditya 

Thackeray. 

• Soon after the Sena government came to power, 

804 acres of land in Aarey was declared as a reserve 

forest. It was sought to build the car shed on an 

alternate piece of land in Kanjurmarg. 
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Centre imposes windfall tax on crude, hikes duty on gold 

Windfall tax is, simply, a tax levied on companies whose financials have been boosted 

purely by luck, or events for which they are not responsible. For instance, energy 

companies have benefitted from the global spike in energy prices on account of 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. 

 

• The government imposed a windfall tax on exports by oil refiners and producers, 

announcing levies of ₹6 per litre on every litre of petrol, ₹13 on every litre of diesel, 

and ₹23,250 on every tonne of domestically produced crude oil in a decision aimed at 

increasing local supplies and boosting its revenues. The customs duty on gold too has 

been hiked from 10.75% to 15% because of a significant spurt in imports. 

• The tax was imposed after the companies were seen to be making “abnormal” profits 

since oil prices have shot up in global markets due to geopolitical turmoil, the Union 

finance ministry said. 

• India was considering a windfall tax on petroleum products, state-owned as well as 

private, to offset the ballooning public expenditure on fuel, food and fertiliser 

subsidies amid skyrocketing inflation. 

• The decision was taken after private refiners curtailed or stopped the domestic supply 

of transportation fuels and resorted to exports to make profits. This led to an increased 

demand load on pumps of state-run oil marketing companies while private firms made 

huge profits by selling abroad. 
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What is ISRO’s ‘POEM’ platform? 

• The PSLV Orbital Experimental Module is a platform that will help perform in-orbit 

experiments using the final, and otherwise discarded, stage of ISRO’s workhorse 

rocket, the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV). 

• The PSLV is a four-stage rocket where the first three spent stages fall back into the 

ocean, and the final stage (PS4) — after launching the satellite into orbit — ends up 

as space junk. 

• However, in the PSLV-C53 mission, the spent final stage will be utilised as a 

“stabilised platform” to perform experiments. 

 

Enforcing the plastic ban well 

• The world is choking on plastics. 

From the mountains to the ocean 

trenches, tiny plastic particles are 

everywhere, affecting human and 

animal health, the environment, 

and biodiversity.  

• India took a leap forward to 

contain this scourge by 

operationalising the Plastic Waste 

Management Amendment Rules, 

2021, which bans the manufacture, 

import, stocking, sale, 

distribution, and use of single-use 

plastic (SUP) items.  

• The ban on SUPs, a glaring 

example of the world’s throwaway 

culture, is significant because 

these products are non-

biodegradable and difficult to collect and recycle.  

• While headlines focus on the use of plastics, the truth is that the lifecycle of plastics 

— extraction (they are made from fossil fuel), transportation, refining, production, 

distribution, consumption, and disposal — involves processes that are polluting.  
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More is to be done: 

• India’s SUP ban is a work 

in progress because it is 

not a blanket one. Only 21 

items, including plastic 

straws, plastic flags, 

plastic cutlery and so on, 

have been removed from 

the market. Plastic carry 

bags, for instance, will still 

be available, though the 

thickness has been 

regulated.  

• India also has no definite 

data for the average plastic 

waste generation. In 2015, 

the government said India 

generated 9.5 million 

tonnes of plastic waste 

annually, but the Centre 

for Science and 

Environment believes this 

is a gross underestimation. 

• The ban on SUPs will not be successful unless all stakeholders — the government, 

industry, and consumers — do their bit. While the government needs to support 

alternatives to SUP products (at present, these are not cost-effective), the industry has 

to come up with design changes in packaging to do away with or reduce plastic.  

• In addition, the government must plug the gaps in the Extended Producer 

Responsibility rules under which it is the responsibility of a producer for the 

environmentally sound management of the product until the end of its life, and 

strengthen the human resource shortfall in pollution control boards so that they can 

conduct proper and regular inspections.  

• Consumers must also focus on reducing, reusing, and recycling to ensure that SUPs 

don’t end up in landfills. 

 



 

5 

 

02.07.2022 | Saturday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6 

 

02.07.2022 | Saturday 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Critically discuss the effectiveness and sufficiency of 

regulatory action in the Plastic Waste Management Amendment 

Rules, 2021.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following countries shares borders with the 

Russian mainland? 

a. Sweden 

b. Finland  

c. Norway 

d. Hungary 

 


