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Current Affairs of the Day 
The golden era of the Santhal tribe in India now, say community 

leaders 

• The Santhal 

community is in the 

spotlight after the 

National Democratic 

Alliance (NDA) 

nominated one of its 

leaders, Droupadi 

Murmu, for the 

election to the highest 

Constitutional post in 

India. 

• Santhal is the third 

largest Scheduled 

Tribe community in 

the country after Gond 

and Bhil. The Santhal population is mostly distributed in Odisha, Jharkhand and West 

Bengal. 

• According to the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Research and Training 

Institute (SCSTRTI), Bhubaneswar, the word Santhal is derived from two words: 

Santha meaning calm and peaceful and ala meaning man. 

• Their literacy rate is very high compared with that of other tribes in Odisha. If one 

sees in terms of prosperity in the community, and its members playing key roles in 

national and international spheres, Santhals have few parallels. 

• Santhals speak Santhali which has its own script called Ol Chiki invented by Pandit 

Raghunath Murmu. Santhali in the Ol Chiki script has been included in the Eighth 

Schedule to the Constitution. Ol-Chiki is the medium of instruction in many schools 

across the State. Santhal is a subject for postgraduate study. 
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Four new corals recorded from Indian waters 

• Scientists have recorded four species of corals for the first time from Indian waters. 

These new species of azooxanthellate corals were found in the waters off the Andaman 

and Nicobar Islands. 

• The azooxanthellate corals are a group of corals that do not contain zooxanthellae and 

derive nourishment not from the sun but from capturing different forms of planktons. 

• They are deep-sea representatives with the majority of species being reported from 

depths between 200 metres and 1,000 metres. They are also reported from shallow 

waters, unlike zooxanthellate corals that are restricted to shallow waters. 

Solitary corals 

• Azooxanthellate corals are a group of hard corals and the four new species recorded 

are not only solitary but have a highly compressed skeletal structure.  

• Most studies of hard corals in India have been concentrated on reef-building corals 

while much is not known about non-reef-building corals. These new species enhance 

our knowledge about non-reef-building solitary corals. 
 

$1-tn scope for the digital economy: PM 

• India’s digital economy and the infrastructure sector have a total potential of $2.5 

trillion, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said.  

• There are more than 100 unicorns in over 70,000 start-ups in India, and their number 

continues to grow. There are investment opportunities of $1.5 trillion under our 

National Infrastructure Pipeline. The value of the Indian digital economy will reach 

$1 trillion by 2025. 

• Opportunities emerging in areas such as space, blue economy, green hydrogen, clean 

energy, drones and geo-spatial data. 

‘Wake-up call’ 

• China appeared to implicitly criticise NATO and the West over the Ukraine crisis. 

“The tragedies of the past tell us that hegemony, group politics and bloc 

confrontation bring no peace or security; they only lead to wars and conflicts.  

• “The Ukraine crisis is another wake-up call for all in the world. It reminds us that blind 

faith in the so-called ‘position of strength’ and attempts to expand military alliances 
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and seek one’s own security at the expense of others will only land oneself in a security 

dilemma.” 
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Digital wearables can expose users to cyberattacks: IEEE 

• Digital wearables, smartwatches and fitness trackers pose unique threats to the security 

and privacy of customer data, warned the Institute of Electrical and Electronics 

Engineers (IEEE), a global outfit for technical professionals. 

• As per a document shared by the IEEE, most criminal intrusions of computer networks 

have a financial motive. That may lead people to conclude that wearables have a low 

cybersecurity risk. But wearables data, especially in healthcare settings, is often tied 

to financial information. 
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Adoption in India: 

• India has been witnessing a massive adoption of wearable technology in recent years. 

• The wearables market in India had clocked a record-breaking, double-digit growth in 

the first quarter of 2022, with shipments surpassing 13.9 million devices, as per IDC. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Is India ready for the export of Healthcare professionals 

and specialists?  

MCQs 
Q1.  Azooxanthellate corals are  

a. Bleached corals 

b. Corals that lack zooxanthellate 

c. Corals having close symbiosis with just one species of 

algae 

d. Shallow water soft corals 

 


