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A wish list for reform in India’s higher judiciary 

• The age of retirement of 

Supreme Court of India 

judges is to be 

increased to 67 years 

• It is high time that we 

did away with the 

disparity between the 

retirement ages of High 

Court and Supreme 

Court judges; High 

Court judges now retire 

at 62 and Supreme 

Court judges at 65. 

The need for age parity between the High court and the Supreme court judges: 

• The obvious negative fallout of a differential retirement age simply is intense pressure 

and competition to make it to the top court and thus get three more years.  

• If this is done away with, several judges of mettle would prefer to be Chief Justices and 

senior judges in the High Courts exercising wide power of influence rather than being 

a junior judge on a Bench of the Supreme Court.  

• There is good work to be done in the High Courts, and we need good men there. 

Needed, a culture of service 

• It would be worthwhile reform to create a cadre of public service for retired judges and 

from this pool make appointments to the constitutional and statutory posts and special 

assignments. Such judges should receive the full pay and the facilities of a judge of the 

Supreme Court for life.  

• Obviously, they should be barred from arbitrations; it should further be provided that if 

any judge is unwilling to be a part of the cadre and instead wishes to pursue arbitrations 

post-retirement, then senior positions on the Supreme Court such as the membership of 

the collegium ought not to be available for them.  

• We should have a culture of public service for senior judges, and those who do not fit 

in such a culture should not be a part of senior ranks. 
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A daily walk to school, from Myanmar to India 

• In February 2021, a violent military coup in Myanmar left the country in the throes of 

violence, forcing several schools, particularly in the areas bordering India, to shut 

down.  

• So 300 to 500 students of Myanmar cross the international borders to attend Indian 

schools at Zokhawthar town in Mizoram’s Champai district. 

• Once they enter India, these students go to the nine government and private schools in 

Zokhawthar. In these schools, they study not only with Indian students, but also with 

children of refugees from Myanmar who entered Mizoram over the past year, and now 

live in camps following the military coup. 

 

Free movement regime 

• In May 2018, India and Myanmar inked the Free Movement Regime that allows tribal 

people living in border areas to cross the international boundary and travel up to 16 

kilometres on either side without visa restrictions, and on a simplified permit.  

• In Mizoram in particular, state officials said, there are over 250 villages with over 

300,000 people living within 10km of the border who frequently cross the border via 

150 formal and informal crossings including the border town of Zokhawthar 
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• For teachers, there are learning challenges to overcome. Students from Myanmar are 

usually weak at English. We have books in Mizo, while they used to study in Burmese.  

• With Mizos sharing traditional ethnic and social ties with people from Chin, the state 

reached out with humanitarian assistance, allowing them to enter the state along its 510 

boundaries with Myanmar and live as refugees. 

 


