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Current Affairs of the Day 
Services rule out rollback of Agnipath, reveal hiring plan 

• Terming Agnipath the 

“only progressive 

step” to make the 

Army younger, a 

senior military officer 

ruled out any rollback 

of the scheme and said 

those applying for it 

should give an 

undertaking that they 

did not take part in 

protests that broke out 

after its 

announcement. 

• “There is no space for 

indiscipline in the armed forces. No space for arson and vandalism. Every individual 

who aspires to join Agnipath has to give an undertaking and pledge that they have not 

taken part in any protest or arson… There will be police verification after that. No one 

can come into the armed forces without police verification,” Additional Secretary in 

the Department of Military Affairs said. 

Lowering age: 

• Efforts to bring down the average age of the armed forces started three decades ago. 

The Kargil review committee had reiterated the need for a reduction in age. 

• With Agnipath, he said, the average age will come down from 32 to 26 in line with 

the age profile of major Armies worldwide. Stressing that future wars will be 

technology driven and hence a younger profile is required 

• On Agniveers, he said their allowances would be the same as what regular soldiers 

drew. There would be no discrimination. 
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Indian interests at the WTO Ministerial Conference 

• Geneva Package: Member countries of the WTO wrapped up the Ministerial 

Conference’s twelfth outing (MC12) securing agreements on relaxing patent 

regulations to achieve global vaccine equity; ensuring food security, according to 

subsidies to the fisheries sector and continuing moratoriums relevant to e-commerce, 

among others. Together they constitute the “Geneva Package.”  

• Negotiators could not reach agreements on issues such as permissible public 

stockholding threshold for domestic food security, domestic support for agriculture, 

cotton, and market access. 

• Within the next six months, members are expected to decide on increasing the scope 

of the agreement to cover the production and supply of COVID-19 diagnostics and 

therapeutics as well. 

The WTO’s Ministerial Conference: 

1. The MC is at the 

very top of WTO’s 

organisational 

chart. It meets 

once every two 

years and can take 

decisions on all 

matters under any 

multilateral trade 

agreement.  

2. Unlike other 

organisations, 

such as the 

International 

Monetary Fund or 

World Bank, 

WTO does not 

delegate power to 

a board of directors or an organisational chief. All decisions at the WTO are made 

collectively and through consensus among member countries at varied councils and 

committees. This year’s conference took place in Geneva, Switzerland.   
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UN study points to difficulties in breeding cheetahs in captivity 

South Africa is the world’s largest exporter of live cheetahs. Export of cheetahs from two 

breeding centres in South Africa is allowed for “commercial” purposes, although most of 

the export is reported for non-commercial zoo purposes. India is also getting cheetah from 

one of these centres. 

 

Difficulties in breeding cheetahs in captivity: 

• Cheetahs are “notoriously difficult to breed in captivity”, a new study by the global 

wildlife regulator affiliated with the United Nations has found based on long-time 
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research on cheetah breeding in captive facilities in Africa, the world’s largest wild 

home of the fastest land animal on the planet. 

• Female cheetahs are solitary and roam vast distances, whereas males defend smaller 

territories and mate when females pass through, creating breeding issues, according to 

studies. The breeding rate among cheetahs is lower than other big cats, such as tigers 

and lions, the studies have pointed out. 

• In addition, the cheetah’s genes pose a challenge to their continued survival, with a 

low rate of reproductive success, research has found. With fewer offspring, cheetah 

populations can neither grow nor adapt to changes in the environment, especially 

habitat change. 

• Cheetahs have experienced genetic bottlenecks in the past, resulting in low levels of 

genetic diversity in all populations. Historically, cheetahs have faced difficulty in 

breeding in captivity and their reproduction rate is low. 

• Even the national action plan for cheetah translocation released in January 2022 hinted 

at the animal’s low reproduction issues. The plan says the Kuno has the current 

capacity to sustain 21 cheetahs in 15 years and 36 after 30-40 years. 

 

‘Child has a right to access both parents’ 

• The Supreme Court stepped into the shoes of children who find themselves in the 

middle of custody battles between estranged parents, saying a child is happiest when 

he or she can have both parents. 

• The top court was hearing an appeal from Rajasthan where the Family Court had 

rejected the father’s plea for interim custody of his minor son in 2021. The State High 

Court had dismissed his appeal. 

• “The child would perhaps be happiest if he could have both his parents. Unfortunately, 

the parents are unable to resolve their differences and stay together. Be that as it may, 

the child has a right to access both parents, and get the love and affection of both 

parents. The child cannot be denied the company of his father,” the top court 

explained. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Critically discuss the cheetah reintroduction plan of India. 

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following is the highest decision-making 

body in World Trade Organization (WTO)? 

a. Governing Council 

b. Dispute settlement body 

c. Policy review body 

d. Ministerial Conference 

 


