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Current Affairs of the Day 
Explained: Ukraine is one step closer to joining the EU. What 

happens next? 

The European Commission, the executive arm of the European Union, recommended that 

Ukraine be formally granted candidate status in the EU, the first step in the long journey 

to become a member state of the bloc. 

The requirement for joining the EU: the Copenhagen Criteria 

• Article 49 of the EU treaties states that any European nations that seek to join the bloc, 

must be committed to respecting and promoting the EU’s fundamental values set out 

in Article 2. 

• The European Council 

meeting in 

Copenhagen in 1993 

set out more specific 

criteria. Called the 

Copenhagen Criteria, 

these include essential 

conditions that all 

candidate countries 

must satisfy.  

• Among them are a 

functioning market 

economy, a stable 

democracy and rule of 

law, and the acceptance 

of all EU legislation, 

including that of the Euro. 

The process of joining the EU: 

• The procedure to gain membership in the EU consists of three stages. In the first stage, 

the country is given the status of an official candidate. 
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• In the second stage, formal membership negotiations with the candidate begin, which 

involves the adoption of EU law into national law, and the implementation of judicial, 

administrative, economic and other reforms, called the accession criteria. 

• Once the negotiations are completed and the candidate has met all the accession 

criteria, they can join the EU. 

• Becoming a member of the bloc involves a long and complex process. Even after 

candidate status is granted, the rest of the process takes years to complete. The 

negotiation in particular goes on for a long, and its duration can vary from country to 

country. 

• The EU’s most recent member Croatia joined the EU in 2013, and it took 10 years to 

complete the process. 

The European Economic Area (EEA) 

• The EEA includes EU countries and also Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway. It allows 

them to be part of the EU’s single market. 

• Switzerland is not an EU or EEA member but is part of the single market. This means 

Swiss nationals have the same rights to live and work in the UK as other EEA 

nationals. 

Maastricht Treaty 1991 

• Maastricht Treaty, formally the Treaty on the European Union, international 

agreement approved by the heads of government of the states of the European 

Community (EC) in Maastricht, Netherlands, in December 1991.  

• Ratified by all EC member states, the treaty was signed on February 7, 1992, and 

entered into force on November 1, 1993. The treaty established a European Union 

(EU), with EU citizenship granted to every person who was a citizen of a member 

state.  

• EU citizenship enabled people to vote and run for office in local and European 

Parliament elections in the EU country in which they lived, regardless of their 

nationality.  

• The treaty also provided for the introduction of a central banking system and a 

common currency (the euro), committed members to implement common foreign and 

security policies, and called for greater cooperation on various other issues, including 

the environment, policing, and social policy. 
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What is the Schengen Area? 

• If you've travelled in Europe anytime in the last 20 years, you probably know that 

many of Europe's countries have open borders, without any kind of customs or ID 

check required to cross from one country to another. This is because of the Schengen 

Agreement, a 1985 treaty that has since been expanded and made into a law of the 

European Union (EU). 

• The combined area of all the participating countries is known as the "Schengen Area", 

and is now a core part of the EU system.  

• For the purposes of most travellers, the Schengen Area might as well be just one 

country: not only have border checks been mostly eliminated (until recently), but a 

visa to any Schengen country is also good for travel to all of them. 
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54% of the income of eight parties went to BJP, says ADR report 

• The BJP continued to out-earn and out-spend all other national parties in 2020-2021, 

with 54% of the income of the eight national political parties going to the BJP, a report 

by the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) said on Friday. 

• The ADR analysed the annual audited reports submitted to the Election Commission 

by the BJP, the Congress, the Communist Party of India, the Communist Party of India 

(Marxist), the Trinamool Congress, the Bahujan Samaj Party, the Nationalist Congress 

Party and the National Peoples’ Party. 

 

ADP to be extended to block, city level: PM 

• Aspirational districts should be ‘inspirational districts’ of India, and the Aspirational 

District Programme (ADP) should be extended to block and city levels, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi has said. 

• The ADP, launched in 2018, aims to transform 112 districts that have shown relatively 

lesser progress in key social areas. 

• Lauding the success of the Aspirational Districts Programme, the PM said the 

government should strive to make these the ‘inspirational districts’ of India and extend 

the programme to block and city levels. 

• The Prime Minister stressed that India’s best, young officers should be posted to the 

aspirational districts to bring about noticeable changes through their creative thinking 

and fresh ideas.  

• The experience and learnings gained by them while working in these districts would 

be unparalleled and prove useful for the entire country. 

• PM said that award-winning retired teachers could also be roped in for training 

teachers. He suggested that there could be a dedicated TV channel for teachers’ 

training. 

 

India drives landmark WTO deal on subsidies, vax waiver 

• The 164 members of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) approved a series of 

agreements, including a temporary and limited patent waiver for Covid-19 vaccines, 

emergency response to the food crisis, a commitment to limit overfishing, and reforms 



 

5 

 

18.06.2022 | Saturday 
 

in WTO’s functioning with some concessions for developing countries on the back of 

some hard talk by India. 

• The agreements are the first arrived at WTO in almost nine years, and come even as 

questions were beginning to be raised about the relevance of the body in a world where 

countries seem to prefer dealing bilaterally with each other.  

• The meeting also re-emphasised the importance of multilateral institutions in 

addressing global issues. 

• India and other developing countries, however, conceded one of their key demands — 

discontinuing the moratorium on customs duty on e-commerce during bargaining.  

• The members at the 12th ministerial conference (MC12) extended the moratorium till 

the next ministerial conference or March 2024, whichever is earlier. 
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Wettest Place Gets Highest Rain Ever On June Day 

1. Meghalaya’s Mawsynram, the wettest 

place in the country, recorded 100.36 cm of 

rain in 24 hours, the highest ever on a day 

in June, according to the India 

Meteorological Department (IMD).  

2. Neighbouring Cherrapunji received 97.2 

cm rainfall, IMD said. The rainfall recorded 

in Mawsynram was the highest in the past 

83 years since IMD started keeping records 

for the region. 

3. IMD categorises rainfall in excess of 20 cm in a 24-hour window as extremely heavy 

rain. Cherrapunji and Mawsynram have been recording three to five times that.  

4. IMD is now trying to document the amount of rain these stations received every hour 

to verify if the rainfall events can be categorised as cloudbursts. If 10 cm rainfall is 

received at a station in one hour, the rain event has termed a cloudburst.  

5. There is orography which can cause rain. There are very strong winds also. The 

remnant of a western disturbance is also reaching Assam and Meghalaya. 

One of the most fascinating and 

beautiful features in the 

Meghalayan region are the "living 

bridges" spanning rain-soaked 

valleys. For centuries, locals have 

been training the roots of rubber 

trees to grow into natural bridges, 

far outlasting man-made wooden 

structures that rot in just a few 

years. The bridges are self-

strengthening, becoming more 

substantial over time, as the root 

systems grow. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The 12th ministerial conference (MC12) of the World Trade 

Organization (WTO) has re-emphasised the importance of 

multilateral institutions in addressing global issues. Comment.  

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements 

1. Currently, there are 6 national parties in India 

2. There is no national party in northeast India 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2  

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 


