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Current Affairs of the Day 
‘Scheme may give rise to disaffection among youth’ 

Thousands of youth in various States took to the streets demanding a rollback of 

“contractualisation” of jobs in the Indian armed forces, under the newly announced 

Agnipath scheme. 
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Positives of the Scheme: 

• The scheme will open the gates for fresh talent and reduce the mammoth pension bill.  

• While a prudent pruning of non-critical defence expenditure may be in order, the grave 

ramifications of 

reducing the 

manpower strength of 

the armed forces must 

be holistically 

addressed. 

Criticism:  

Youth Not Happy 

• The new short-term, 

contractual, armed 

forces recruitment 

scheme may give rise 

to disaffection among 

the youth. 

• Its short-term (four-

year stint), 

contractual nature 

(with only 25% 

absorbed into the 

Indian armed forces after the four-year term) and no provision for pension were some 

of the issues that worried the youth. 

• As 75% of soldiers will become ‘unemployed’ after four years and their total numbers 

will keep rising every year, it will give rise to more disaffection among the youth. 

• The prospects for these retired soldiers are questionable when the corporate sector had 

not shown much interest in hiring even the regular military personnel who retired after 

15 years. 

• Four years of service will disrupt their education, and they will also face difficulties 

in getting another job or more education as they will be older to others with similar 

qualifications. They will face financial hardship as well. 
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Effect on Armed forces regimental formations: 

• These soldiers with only six-month basic training may be a cause of disruption to the 

existing regimental formations, also the low number of regular absorption of Agniveer 

will only result in the waste of training costs. 

• Indian soldier can not be replaced with a semi-trained and not-so-motivated person 

who is just waiting to complete his four years under the new scheme says a veteran 

• It takes a soldier a long time to emotionally and physically get moulded into his unit 

groove, become infused with his unit’s ethos and, thus, be prepared to lay down his 

life for the unit’s honour.  

• There are many examples of armies with short-tenure soldiers falling in battle. For 

example, American soldiers in Vietnam and Russian soldiers in Ukraine. The 

performance of North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) troops in Afghanistan is 

also a telling example of demotivated soldiers. 

Timing not appropriate:  

• There is no doubt that the Russia-Ukraine war will have repercussions on our 

geopolitically stressed region, with a hostile China already creating trouble. In such a 

situation, this, perhaps, was not the right time to undertake radical measures such as 

Agnipath 

Since the security considerations of the nation are sacrosanct even in this technology-

driven age, only highly motivated and well-trained personnel of the armed forces must 

man the troops, not short-term soldiers, or magnifiers, who may only be waiting to finish 

their four-year stint and move on to greener pastures. Hence, a pilot project would have 

been a more prudent step. 

 

The move to link credit cards with UPI 

• The Reserve Bank of India has proposed to allow the linking of credit cards with the 

Unified Payments Interface platform. The UPI has become a popular mode of payment 

in India with more than 26 crore unique users and five crore merchants on the 

platform.  

• Linking credit cards with UPI is likely to increase the use of such cards in small-ticket-

size payments, as it would provide users with more options to pay from. The move 

will provide a significant boost to overall spending via credit cards.  
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India set for key WTO gains as the meeting ends 

• The World Trade Organization (WTO) appeared to have agreed on continuing food 

and fishery 

subsidies after 

strong 

negotiations by 

India-led 

developing 

countries, who 

were also 

understood to 

have gained 

partially on 

patent waiver 

for Covid-19 

vaccines along 

with exports 

• India, for every 

fisher family that we have, gives barely $15 in a year... and there are countries..., which 

give as high as $42,000, $65,000 & $75,000 to one fishermen family.  

• India has agreed to support WTO’s World Food Programme (WFP) on humanitarian 

grounds, but it will retain the power to ban exports of food grains in case of domestic 

need 

• India has made it clear that there would be no talks on any issue related to agriculture 

unless a permanent solution to the public stockholding (PSH) limit arrives at 

Partial success: 

• The WTO members also appeared to agree on a patent waiver on Covid-19 vaccines 

for five years and to allow manufacturers to export. This would be a partial gain for 
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India, which was pushing for Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights 

(TRIPS) waivers for entire therapeutics and diagnostics. 

• The India-led group, however, was likely to concede one of its key demands to end 

the moratorium on e-commerce that the developed counties enjoyed since 1998 

• India has been opposing developed countries’ move to further extend the customs duty 

moratorium on electronic transmission of goods and services under e-commerce as it 

was a losing proposition because most of the e-commerce giants belong to the 

developed countries such as the US, the UK and the EU. By one estimate, developing 

countries are losing over $10 billion in revenue on this count. It remains a major grey 

area. 

 

Why this monsoon is vital for India, and the world 

• June 1 marks the official beginning of the monsoon season in India.  

• Apart from bringing relief from the heat, the southwest or summer monsoon is also 

crucial for agricultural production in the country.  

• With almost 60% of India’s agricultural land being rain-fed. By extension, it is also 

critical to the rural economy. 

The Climate emergency is here: 

• India has recorded a 32% deficit in monsoon rainfall in the first fortnight of the season 

that began on June 1, data from the India Meteorological Department (IMD) has 

revealed. 

• To be sure, there is still a lot of time left for monsoon rainfall to catch up. While all 

monsoons are important for India, this year’s monsoon rains could be a game changer 

for the economy in more ways than one. Here are four charts which explain this in 

detail. 
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India records a 32% deficit in the rain in 15 days of monsoon 

• There is a deficiency of 36% in rainfall over the southern peninsula, 65% over central 

India, and 77% over northwest India. Only in the east and northeast India is there an 

excess -- of 14%. Among states, Kerala has a 59% rain deficiency, Karnataka 34%, 

and Telangana 23%. 

• Even in the northeast, some states have not received their normal quota of rains -- 

highlighting the trend of regional and sub-regional variation in monsoon rainfall that 

increases the challenge for farmers. 

Drivers of Monsoon: 
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La Nina and Negative Indian Ocean Dipole: 

• La Nina conditions will last till the end of the season, which will support a good 

monsoon. But, the projected negative Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) can be a spoiler.  

• The effect of negative IOD will be compensated by La Nina, so we can expect normal 

rains as forecasted by us around 103% of long period average. 

• The ongoing La Nina, which has affected temperatures and rain patterns, and 

exacerbated drought and flooding globally, is likely to continue till at least August and 

probably even into 2023, the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) said last 

week.  

• In India, La Nina is associated with a strong monsoon and above average rain, and 

colder winters. 

• IOD is the difference between the temperature of the ocean in two parts — the Arabian 

Sea on the west and the Bay of Bengal in the east. A neutral IOD doesn’t affect the 

monsoon, but a negative one is a bad news. 

Revision: Normal, La Niña and El Nino 
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Understanding Indian Ocean Dipole: 
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Somali Jet Stream: 

 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Discuss various global climatic phenomena that influence 

the Indian monsoon. (Static Syllabus) 

Q2. Critically discuss the Agnipath Scheme with respect to its 

impact on various stakeholders.   

[Hindustan Times]            [The Hindu] 

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following has normally a positive impact on 

the Monsoon? 

1. La Nina 

2. Indian Ocean Dipole Positive Phase 

3. Stronger Somali Jet Stream 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 1 and 3 only 

c. 2 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/opinion/agnipath-might-have-adverse-consequences-101655393300667.html
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/agnipath-will-give-rise-to-more-disaffection-in-youth-bjp-mp-varun-gandhi-to-rajnath-singh/article65532419.ece

