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Current Affairs of the Day 
Centre clears Agnipath scheme 

• Defence Minister 

announced the 

‘Agnipath’ scheme 

for recruitment of 

youth in the armed 

forces for four years. 

The process of 

recruitment will 

commence in 90 

days with a planned 

intake of 46,000 

young men and 

women this year. 

This will be the only 

form of recruitment 

of soldiers into the 

three defence 

services from now. Recruits under the scheme will be known as ‘Agniveers’.  

• After completing the four-year service, they can apply for regular employment in the 

armed forces. They may be given priority over others for various jobs in other 

government departments. 

• The ‘Agniveers’will receive an annual package of ₹4.76 lakh in the first year to ₹6.92 

lakh in the fourth year, apart from risk and hardship and other allowances as 

applicable.  

• Under the ‘Seva Nidhi’ package, they will receive about ₹11.71 lakh, including 

contribution and interest, on completion of service. The recruits will have to contribute 

30% of their monthly emoluments to Seva Nidhi, with a matching contribution made 

by the government. There will be no entitlement to gratuity and pension benefits under 

the scheme. However, the ‘Agniveers’ will be provided a non-contributory life 

insurance cover of ₹48 lakh during their service. 
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Modi sets a target of 1m govt jobs in 18 months 

• All ministries and departments must take measures in a “mission mode” to provide 

employment to one million people in the next 18 months. 

• Announcement is clearly aimed at boosting employment at a time when high inflation 

is threatening a fledgling economic recovery. 

• The recruitment drive will provide jobs to people at a time when global economies, 

including India’s, are facing headwinds due to high inflation triggered by soaring 

crude oil prices and squeezed supply chains due to the war in Ukraine. 

• The drive will not entail any massive outgo from the budget because about nine lakh 

(900,000) sanctioned jobs are still vacant. Besides, it is an expenditure to create value 

for the economy and drive growth. 

• The vacancies may have gone up further because the recruitment drive was not that 

aggressive during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

Unemployment has decreased, says latest labour force survey 

• The unemployment rate saw a 

decrease of 0.6% and fell to 4.2% in 

2020-21, compared with 4.8% in 

2019-20, according to the Periodic 

Labour Force Survey (PLFS) for 

2020-21. Rural areas recorded an 

unemployment rate of 3.3% and urban 

areas 6.7%. 

• The LFPR, the percentage of persons 

in the labour force (that is, working or 

seeking work or available for work) in 

the population, was 41.6% during 

2020-21. It was 40.1% in the previous year.  

• The WPR was 39.8%, an increase from 38.2% of the previous year. The WPR is 

defined as the percentage of employed persons in the population. 

• The migration rate, according to the survey, is 28.9%. The migration rate among 

women was 48% and 47.8% in rural and urban areas, respectively. 
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New plan to save jumbos from train hits 

• With 186 elephants officially reported to have been killed in collisions with trains in 

the past decade, the Environment and Railway Ministries are exploring a project to 

minimise the number of such accidents. 

• Creating underpasses or dedicated elephant passes near existing lines is not always 

feasible for the Railways, given the expenses, as it required as much as 20 km of the 

pathway on either side of the track. 

• While piecemeal measures have been taken in States, the latest initiative is to analyse 

patterns geographically and propose measures that the Railways can feasibly 

implement. 

Hilly terrain more accidents: 

• A preliminary analysis showed the States with the highest elephant numbers were not 

always the ones with the most deaths. Assam, West Bengal and Uttarakhand were hilly 

States that saw the most number of casualties. 

• Slopes were a tricky terrain for elephants and when the animals attempted to cross 

railway lines, they lingered longer near or on tracks resulting in collisions.  

• An elephant is the only mammal with six toes, one of which is exclusively for gripping 

slopes. Due to this, they take more time to descend slopes and when tracks are located 

at such locations, they tend to result in accidents. 

Government actions thus far: 

• fencing at selected locations,  

• erecting signage boards to warn locomotive pilots about identified elephant corridors,  

• sensitising train crew and stationmasters on a regular basis,  

• clearing vegetation on the sides of the track within railway land,  

• deputing a Forest Department staffer in Railway control offices to liaison with 

Railway 

• have the Forest Department engage elephant trackers for timely action by alerting 

stationmasters and locomotive pilots. 
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Youth avoiding the news, says Reuters study 

• Trust in news is falling, with much of the public, especially the younger age groups, 

increasingly turning away from the news, according to the 2022 Reuters Institute 

Digital News Report, an annual study that tracks how news is consumed in different 

countries.  

• Noting that people are trusting news content less and less, the report states that 

consumption of traditional news media declined in nearly all the countries surveyed, 

with online and social consumption of news not making up for it.  

• In the section on India, produced in collaboration with the Asian College of 

Journalism, the report, observing that “India is a strongly mobile-focused market,” 

stated that 72% of the survey respondents accessed news through smartphones and 

35% did so via computers.  

• Also, 84% of the Indian respondents sourced news online, 63% from social media, 

59% from television, and 49% from print. YouTube (53%) and WhatsApp (51%) were 

the top social media platforms for sourcing news.  

 

Elderly lack financial, social security: study 

• A national survey carried out by HelpAge India has shown that 47% of elderly people 

are economically dependent on their families for income and 34% relied on pensions 

and cash transfers, while 40% of the surveyed people have expressed a desire to work 

“as long as possible”, highlighting the need to pay greater attention to social security 

of senior citizens in the country. 

• This suggests both financial planning for later years and social security need much 

greater attention, HelpAge India said in a statement, adding that it had been advocating 

for a universal pension of ₹3,000 a month. 
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HC: No arrest during ‘cooling period’ of 2 months after FIR 

under section 498A 

In a bid to prevent misuse of section 

498A (punishment for cruelty by 

husband and his relatives) of the Indian 

Penal Code (IPC), the Allahabad high 

court has said that after the registration 

of a first information report (FIR), no 

arrest should be made before the expiry 

of a “cooling period” of two months. 

 

Wholesale inflation bucks retail trend, rises to 15.9% 

 

• India’s wholesale inflation rose 15.88% in May, staying in double digits for 14 

consecutive months as the cost of food, fuel and primary goods increased.  

• While the composition of the WPI and CPI baskets is different since the former is a 

proxy for producer prices and the latter measures the prices of items in an average 

household’s consumption basket, it remains to be seen whether the divergent trend 

continues. 
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• If it does, it would mean producers are reluctant to fully pass on the burden of input 

price hikes to consumers, fearing a weakening in demand. 

WPI and CPI divergence: 

1. Difference composition of baskets of WPI and CPI 

2. CPI includes indirect taxes WPI excludes 

3. WPI is affected by global prices of crude oil, metals and chemicals 

4. producers are reluctant to fully pass on the burden of input price hikes to consumers 

 

 

Bad air biggest health risk in India, cuts 5 yrs in life expectancy: 

Study 

 

• Air pollution is the greatest threat to human health in India, reducing life expectancy 

by five years, according to Energy Policy Institute at the University of Chicago 

(EPIC)’s Air Quality Life Index (AQLI).  

• In contrast, child and maternal malnutrition reduces average life expectancy in India 

by about 1.8 years and smoking by about 1.5 years, it added. 
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Reading Covid’s impact on India’s labour market 

• The biggest economic disruption due to the Covid-19 pandemic in India was on 

account of the 68-day hard lockdown imposed on March 25, 2020.  

• Among other things, the lockdown triggered a huge wave of reverse migration of 

workers, leading to a sharp rise in unemployment and loss of income.  

• The 2020-21 Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS) report shows that the pandemic’s 

impact on Indian workers is more qualitative than quantitative, and mechanically 

reading the trend in unemployment rates could lead to wrong conclusions.  
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. In the absence of an enhancement in women’s schooling or 

skills, a legalistic approach to ending child marriage might become 

counterproductive. Critically discuss. 

Q2. Discuss reasons for the high prevalence of Anaemia in India. Suggest 

remedies. 
 

MCQs 
Q1. Anaemia is caused by a deficiency of  

1. Iron  

2. Vitamin B12 

3. Vitamin C 

4. Folic Acid 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 2, 3 and 4 

b. 2 and 4 

c. 1, 2 and 4 

d. 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 


