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Current Affairs of the Day 
India and Vietnam sign mutual logistics agreement 

• India and Vietnam 

signed a 

Memorandum of 

Understanding 

(MoU) on mutual 

logistics support. 

• Logistics 

agreements are 

administrative 

arrangements 

facilitating access 

to military facilities for exchange of fuel and provisions on mutual agreement 

simplifying logistical support and increasing operational turnaround of the military 

when operating away from India. 

• The Defense Ministers signed the ‘Joint Vision Statement on India-Vietnam Defense 

Partnership towards 2030’, which will significantly enhance the scope and scale of 

existing defense cooperation. 

• India has signed several logistics agreements including with all Quad countries, 

France, Singapore and South Korea beginning with the Logistics Exchange 

Memorandum of Agreement with the U.S. in 2016. 

• Both countries also agreed for early finalization of the $US 500 million Defense Line 

of Credit extended to Vietnam. Mr. Singh also announced gifting two simulators and 

monetary grant towards setting up of Language and IT Lab at Air Force Officers 

Training School for capacity building of Vietnamese armed forces. 

India and Vietnam have shared a Comprehensive Strategic Partnership since 2016 and 

defense cooperation is a key pillar of this partnership. Vietnam is an important partner in 

India’s Act East policy. 
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‘Unscientific’: Center rejects green index 

EPI, which ranks 180 

countries on 40 

performance indicators, 

including climate change, 

environmental public 

health, biodiversity, etc, 

ranked India at 180th 

claiming the country 

prioritized economic 

growth over environment. 

Denmark topped the 

ranking. 

• The Union 

environment ministry has said the 2022 

Environment Performance Index (EPI), 

an analysis by Yale and Columbia 

University researchers which ranked 

India at the bottom of 180 countries, is 

unscientific and biased in its 

methodology. 

• In a detailed rebuttal to the EPI analysis, 

the ministry said many indicators in the 

index were based on unfounded 

assumption “surmises, and unscientific 

methods”.  

• Environmental and climate experts also 

said the methodology does not consider 

per capita emissions and different socio-

economic conditions across countries. . 

• The Climate Policy objective of EPI, 

Projected GHG Emissions levels in 

2050. This is computed based on the 

average rate of change in emissions of 

the previous 10 years instead of modeling that takes into account a longer time period, 
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the extent of renewable energy capacity and use, additional carbon sinks, and the 

energy efficiency of respective countries. 

• Several independent experts also said they did not agree with the methodology of 

computing EPI. 

• A few months back, India was ranked 10th out of 64 countries on the Climate Change 

Performance Index by Germanwatch & CAN International. It is alleged that all these 

rankings are subjective. They use indicators to suit their worldview. 

Lowest scores: 

1. The lowest scores overall go to countries that are struggling with civil unrest or 

other crises, including Myanmar and Haiti, or nations that have prioritized 

economic growth over environmental sustainability, such as India, Vietnam, 

Bangladesh and Pakistan.  

2. With markedly poor air quality and quickly rising greenhouse gas emissions, India, 

for the first time, comes in at the very bottom of country rankings.  

3. Poor air quality and rising GHG (greenhouse gas) emissions continue to impact 

China’s EPI ranking, with the nation placing 160th out of 180 countries on the 2022 

scorecard,” a statement by EPI said. 

 

Cabinet approves transfer of10 in-orbit satellites to NSIL 

1. The Union Cabinet approved the transfer of 10 in-orbit communication satellites from 

the government of India to NewSpace India Ltd (NSIL), the commercial arm of the 

Indian Space Research Organization (Isro), in a move that is widely expected to ensure 

adequate commercial exploitation of these satellites. 

2. The transfer of these assets to NSIL will further provide the desired financial 

autonomy to the company to realize capital-intensive programmes or projects, thereby 

offering huge employment potential and technology spin-off to other sectors of the 

economy. 

3. This approval is expected to trigger domestic economic activity in the space sector and 

increase India’s share in the global space market. 
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NSIL:  

1. NewSpace India was founded in 2019 as a public sector undertaking to commercially 

exploit the research and development work of the space agency, co-produce Polar 

Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) and launch satellites through Small Satellite Launch 

Vehicles (SSLVs).  

2. To date, NSIL has launched 46 international customer satellites under commercial 

arrangements and has also signed four dedicated launch service arrangements for 

international satellite customers for launches this year.  

3. Besides, it is also working on commercializing high throughput satellite capacity on 

satellites including GSAT-11 (geosynchronous satellites), GSAT-19 and GSAT-29.  

4. NSIL is also working to provide mission support services to satellites and launch 

vehicle tracking, in coordination with international ground station operators and 

satellite owners. 
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‘Govt. scheme helped poor live with dignity’ 

1. The Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY) has reduced the probability of 

people consuming less food by 76% and cutting down on the usage of utilities by 75%, 

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said on Wednesday, citing an 

independent study. 

2. Stressing that the government has been responsive to crises, it cited a KPMG study 

done with German institution Kfw, which confirmed that the PMGKY, announced in 

2020 amid the COVID-19 pandemic, yielded good results. 

Health expenditure 

1. The government also referred to a study by an Indian School of Business professor 

which linked the Ayushman Bharat scheme with a 21% decline in out-of-pocket health 

expenditure and an 8% fall in the tendency to borrow for emergency health purposes 

among poor households. 

2. Citing another study on the Emergency Credit Liquidity Guarantee Scheme (ECLGS), 

it said loans sanctioned have crossed ₹3.19 lakh crore as of March 2022, and this 

“hand-holding has kept many people afloat during the pandemic”. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Internal projects of social and religious reform movements 

were an essential part of the Indian freedom movement. 

Elaborate. 

MCQs 
Q1. Environment Performance Index (EPI) 2022 has been 

released by  

a. Germanwatch & CAN International 

b. Yale and Columbia University 

c. UNDP 

d. The World Bank  

 


