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Current Affairs of the Day 
Keep ESZ of 1 km around forests: SC 

1. The Supreme Court directed that every protected forest, national park and 

wildlife sanctuary across the country should have a mandatory eco-sensitive 

zone (ESZ) of a minimum of one km starting from their demarcated 

boundaries. 

2. Environment Ministry guidelines show that the purpose of declaring ESZs 

around national parks, forests and sanctuaries is to create some kind of a 

“shock absorber” for the protected areas. These zones would act as a transition 

zone from areas of high protection to those involving lesser protection. 

3. In a series of directions, the court held that in case any national park or 

protected forest already has a buffer zone extending beyond one km, that 

would prevail.  

4. In case the question of the extent of the buffer zone was pending a statutory 

decision, then the court’s direction to maintain the one-km safety zone would 

be applicable until a final decision has arrived.  

5. The court directed that “mining within the national parks and wildlife 

sanctuaries shall not be permitted”. 

 

May services PMI hits a 133-month high 

1. The S&P Global India Services PMI Business Activity Index for May 

signalled that the country’s services sector may have recorded its best monthly 

expansion in more than 11 years, with the survey-based PMI gauge rising to 

58.9 last month from April’s 57.9. A reading higher than 50 indicates growth. 

2. May marked the 23rd successive month when firms reported rising input 

prices, led by higher food, fuel, labour, material, retail and transportation 

costs, compelling them to raise selling prices at the second-highest rate in 

almost five years. 
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3. Despite stronger domestic demand, service providers still shed jobs in May, 

as global orders fell for the 26th month in a row since the COVID-19 

lockdowns of March 2020, and sentiment remained low on concern inflation 

may dent the recovery. 

What is the PMI? 

• A purchasing managers’ index (PMI) produced by a company like IHS Markit 

is an economic indicator representing the rate of expansion or contraction of 

a specific sector – such as manufacturing, services, or construction or it can 

be for the economy overall.  

• Published monthly, PMIs are derived from surveys completed by managers 

from a range of differently sized companies within a chosen sector. 

• The Purchasing Managers’ Index™ (PMI™) is compiled by IHS Markit for 

more than 40 economies worldwide including India. However other global 

consultancies like the S&P also compile PMI. 
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Most of the MPs’ questions are on education, agri, and 

health 

1. Parliament may have 

seen protests or uproar 

over border tensions, 

agriculture laws, defence 

deals or foreign affairs, 

but its lawmakers have 

typically shown greater 

concern for issues of 

livelihood and social 

welfare in their 

questions. 

2. A study of the Question 

Hour of the 17th Lok Sabha and its corresponding period in the Rajya Sabha 

shows that parliamentarians posed more queries on issues such as health, 

education and agriculture than on foreign policy or defence. 

 

Govt okays 8.1% interest on EPF deposits, a 40-year low 

1. The Union government approved an 8.1% rate of interest on employee 

provident fund (EPF) deposits for 2021-22, the lowest in four decades, 

according to an order of the labour ministry. 

2. The Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO), the state-run 

retirement fund manager and a popular savings scheme for millions of salaried 

middle-class Indians, decided on an 8.1% interest on provident fund deposits 

for 2021-22, the steepest downward revision in years. In the previous year 

(2020-21), the fund manager kept the interest rate on savings steady at 8.5%. 

3. The decision to lower the interest rate, a widely watched working-class metric 

of savings, will not cheer the nearly 60 million active EPFO subscribers, for 

whom a provident fund is often the only mode to save funds for retirement. 

4. Provident fund savings are mandatory under the Employees Provident Funds 

and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952. 
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Various Government Schemes Summary 
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ESSAY 
Q1. Education is not a privilege to earn but rather a 

privilege to serve and excel. (1200 words, 90 Minutes) 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Critically discuss the Hindu Succession Amendment 

Act, 2005 with respect to gender rights and filial 

responsibilities. 

MCQs 
Q1. Raimona National Park famous for Golden Langur is 

situated in the state of  

a. Assam 

b. Karnataka 

c. Kerala 

d. Madhya Pradesh 

 

Q2. The 1956 Hindu Succession Act (HSA) applies to  

1. Buddism 

2. Jainism  

3. Sikhism 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 

a. 1 and 2 only 

b. 2 and 3 only 

c. 2 only 

d. 1, 2 and 3 

 


