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Current Affairs of the Day 
A liquid mirror telescope in Devasthal sees its first light 

• The four-metre International Liquid Mirror Telescope (ILMT) saw the first 

light recently, gazing out from its vantage on Devasthal, a hill in Uttarakhand, 

into the deep sky. 

• The telescope, staring at the sky overhead, will make sky surveys possible and 

obtain images that can help observe transient phenomena such as supernovae 

and record the presence of space debris or meteorites — basically, watch the 

skies. 

• The telescope has been built by a collaboration of scientists from Canada, 

Belgium and India. It is located at the Devasthal Observatory campus of the 

Aryabhata Research Institute of Observational Sciences (ARIES) in Nainital 

district, an autonomous institute under the Department of Science and 

Technology, Government of India. 

 

The world’s first liquid-mirror telescope for astronomy comes to India 
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A large pool of mercury as a mirror: 

• A large pool of mercury placed in a vessel is spun around so fast that it curves 

into a parabolic shape. Since mercury is reflective, this shape helps in focusing 

the reflected light.  

• The telescope, having a primary mirror that is liquid, cannot be turned and 

pointed in any direction. It “stares” at the zenith and watches the sky as the 

earth rotates, thereby giving a view of different objects. 

• This property can be used to scan and survey the sky, and observe transients 

and moving objects such as meteorites. 

• Once it starts making observations, the telescope will collect gigabytes of data, 

which will need to be analysed using artificial intelligence and machine 

learning (AI and ML) tools. 

 

Panel to hear appeals on social media posts 

1. The government 

has proposed a 

new panel that 

will have the 

power to 

overturn the 

decisions 

related to 

content 

moderation and 

take-down 

reached by 

social media 

platforms such 

as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube, following appeals by users. 

2. As per the draft of the proposed amendments to the IT Rules, 2021, the Centre 

will constitute one or more “grievance appellate committees” to deal with 

appeals by users against the decision of the grievance officer appointed by the 

social media intermediary. 
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Centre will bar restaurants from levying service charges 

1. The government will 

frame new rules, 

along with a legal 

framework, to 

prevent restaurants 

from levying service 

charges on diners, 

which is an “unfair 

trade practice”. 

2. Consumers often mix 

up the “service 

charge” imposed by 

eateries with service tax, which is a statutory levy under the Goods and 

Services Tax or GST. 

3. The government published guidelines on fair-trade practices related to service 

charges by hotels and restaurants in 2017, but these have not been followed 

by restaurants. 

 

India’s performance on climate action slipped in 2019-20: 

Study 

India has slipped on climate action, the State of Environment Report released by 

the Centre for Science and Environment said.  

• The parameters covered under climate action include Lives lost due to extreme 

weather events (per 100 million population); disaster preparedness score as 

per Disaster Resilience Index; share of renewable in the total energy mix 

(including allocated shares); and life years lost due to disability caused by air 

pollution (per 100,000 population). 

• The scores on these parameters are falling in India, CSE highlighted. India 

managed to meet its target of biomass energy of 10GW, CSE added. 

• But the overall target of achieving 175 GW of renewable energy generation 

capacity by 2022 remains unmet, it said.  
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The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2030 

• With eight years left to meet the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

2030, India’s preparedness remains far from satisfactory. India has identified 

295 primary indicators, but it is monitoring only 115 of these. In essence, the 

country is not even monitoring progress on 61% of its indicators.  

• For instance, there are 26 indicators identified under SDG 8, which deal with 

sustained and inclusive economic growth and productive employment. India 

monitors just nine of them. 

• The report also highlighted declines in other environmental parameters. For 

instance, it said that at least 74% of river monitoring stations in India have 

high levels of heavy toxic metals.  

• And more than a third of India’s coastline, which is spread across 6,907 km, 

recorded erosion between 1990 and 2018 due to sea level rise and 

anthropogenic activities, it added. 

• Climate change is causing more internal displacements than conflicts, and 

India is the fourth worst hit behind China, the Philippines, and Bangladesh, 

the report said. 

 

Stockholm+50: Build on the strong legacy 

1. The Stockholm+50 

conference (June 2-3) 

commemorates 50 

years of the 1972 

United Nations (UN) 

Conference on the 

Human Environment, which made the environment a pressing global issue for 

the first time, established the United Nations Environment Programme, and 

began a dialogue between industrialised and developing countries on the links 

between the environment, economic growth, and human wellbeing. 

2. Stockholm+50 is an opportunity for nations to steer humanity back on the path 

to a healthy planet. Whether nations can rise to the challenge remains to be 

seen. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The Supreme Court’s decision ought to be a wake-up 

call and deserves careful consideration. The GST Council is 

founded on the bedrock of collaborative federalism. 

Critically discuss. 

Q2. Indian federalism is a dialogue between cooperative 

and uncooperative federalism. The states are free to use 

means of persuasion ranging from collaboration to 

contestation. Comment.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following is the earliest environmental 

summit/protocol/convention? 

a. The Stockholm+50 conference 

b. The Earth Summit 

c. The Ramsar Convention 

d. The Montreal protocol 

 


