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Current Affairs of the Day 
India, China to hold next round of talks 

• Disengagement at 

Patrolling Point 15 in 

the Hot Springs had 

become a contentious 

topic last time 

• Officials previously 

suggested they 

expected resolution at 

PP15 at an early date, 

but differences in 

Demchok and Depsang, 

the two other remaining 

areas, were more 

pronounced. 
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Ministry brings out guidelines to manage monkeypox cases 

• India needs to be 

prepared to tackle 

cases of monkeypox 

in view of the 

increasing reports of 

cases in non-

endemic countries, 

the Union Health 

Ministry said while 

issuing “Guidelines 

on the management 

of monkeypox 

disease”. 

• The Ministery 

confirmed that there 

are no reported cases 

of infection in India. 

• Monkeypox (MPX) 

is a viral zoonotic 

disease with 

symptoms similar to 

smallpox, although 

with less clinical 

severity. 

• Stating that the 

natural reservoir of the virus is yet unknown, the Ministry has said that certain 

rodents (including rope squirrels, tree squirrels, Gambian-pouched rats, and 

dormice) and non-human primates are known to be naturally susceptible to the 

virus.  

• The incubation period of monkeypox is usually from six to 13 days but can 

range from five to 21 days, and the period of communicability a day or two 

before the rash until all the scabs fall off or subside. 
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Israel signs UAE free trade deal, its first in Arab world 

1. Israel signed a free trade deal with the United Arab Emirates, its first with an 

Arab country, building on their U.S.-brokered normalisation of diplomatic 

relations in 2020. 

2. The 2020 deal was part of the U.S.-brokered Abraham Accords that also saw 

Israel establish diplomatic ties with Bahrain and Morocco. 

3. The Abraham Accords are a joint statement made between Israel, the United 

States and the United Arab Emirates on August 13, 2020. It also refers to the 

agreement reached between Israel, Bahrain and the UAE to normalise 

relations between the three. 
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India to oppose WTO freeze on e-com duties 

• India will strongly oppose the continuation of the moratorium on customs 

duties on e-commerce trade at the WTO’s meeting as it was adversely 

impacting developing countries. 

• Allowing the moratorium to lapse was important for developing nations to 

preserve policy space for their digital advancement, to regulate imports and 

generate revenue via customs duties. 

• The World Trade Organisation (WTO) members had agreed not to impose 

customs duties on electronic transmissions since 1998 and the moratorium 

had been periodically extended at successive ministerial conferences (MC), 

which is the highest decision making body of the 164-member organisation. 

 

 

AES threat looming, Bihar’s medical infra scrambles to 

keep up 

• In the year 2019 also, Muzaffarpur saw a wave of acute encephalitis syndrome 

(AES), locally known as “chamki bukhaar”. AES is a neurological illness that 

causes convulsions and fever among children, with a fatality rate of 28.54% 

in Bihar. 
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• Viruses are the main causative agents in AES cases, although other sources 

such as bacteria, fungus, parasites, spirochetes, chemicals, toxins and 

noninfectious agents have also been reported over the past few decades. 

• Japanese encephalitis virus (JEV) is the major cause of AES in India (ranging 

from 5%-35%).  

• Herpes simplex virus, Influenza A virus, West Nile virus, Chandipura virus, 

mumps, measles, dengue, Parvovirus B4, enteroviruses, Epstein-Barr virus 

and scrub typhus, S.pneumoniae are the other causes of AES in sporadic and 

outbreak form in India.  

• Nipah virus, and Zika virus are also found as causative agents for AES. The 

etiology in a large number of AES cases still remains unidentified. 
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MAINS  

DAWP 

Q1. For civil service to be truly representative, women must 

rise up at all bureaucracy levels as public service offers a 

unique opportunity to bring about social change, and women 

can drive this change. Comment. 

Q2. Critically discuss the structural problems that AADHAR 

faces according to the latest CAG report on its working. 

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following article of the Indian constitution 

gives power to the supreme court to issue orders to ensure 

“complete justice”? 

a. Article 142 

b. Article 143 

c. Article 72 

d. Article 161 

 


