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Needed, education data that engages the poor parent 

• The case of Rajasthan is intriguing. According to ASER 2019 data, Rajasthan 

was among the bottom five States in learning levels, while in NAS 2017, 

Rajasthan was among the top performers.  

• The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) is led by the non-

governmental organisation, Pratham, and the National Achievement Survey 

(NAS) is led by the National Council of Educational Research and Training 

(NCERT).  

End users of education data: 

1. Data on school education is collected to measure and monitor, fix flaws and 

reward achievements at the State and the national levels. Its end users are 

school administrators, government agencies, researchers, parents and civil 

society activists.  

2. Despite near consensus among policymakers and those who produce the data, 

parents are one of the key constituencies of school data, and despite intense 

efforts to disseminate data among them, it is rarely used by poor parents.  

3. For them, schooling is about examination outcome, which is a proxy for 

learning, English language skills and a chance for secondary and graduate 

level degrees.  

4. To inspire transformation, data has to be linked with a vision of school 

education which addresses the anxieties and aspirations of parents and is 

actionable at the level of governance closest to them, i.e. the local 

administrative and political system.  

5. The poor will speak when the data speaks to them and they can speak to the 

authorities empowered to act. 

One form of a vision: The need for a sub-national vision on the role and goals 

of Education 

1. A national-level policy is just one form of an inspiring education vision. 

Ideally, it should encompass the essence of the vision of the people.  

2. And the vision will manifest itself differently at the national, state, district and 

local levels and exist in both policy and non-policy forms — for example, in 
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the workings of say panchayat schools, when it focuses on learning and 

personality development among migrant children, or non-governmental 

organisation programmes strengthening teacher capacity for multilingual 

classrooms.  

3. Presently, there is no vision of education below the national level, least of all 

at those which engage the marginalised. 

4. The district and school development plans introduced in national-level 

programmes such as the District Primary Education Programme (DPEP) and 

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) have largely remained administrative 

practices.  

5. They were not representatives of parent-school consensus on what schooling 

means. Community-based consultative bodies such as the school management 

committees and parent-teacher committees could not become platforms to 

facilitate this. 

The way forward: 

1. A locally rooted education vision is one that emerges from social and political 

consensus on why a child needs a school education.  

2. Is it to reach college? Is it to get a job after school? Is it for personality 

development? Is it to be an active citizen? What does a top-class government 

elementary school mean?  

3. This vision has to be led by local political actors and become a central part of 

local politics which involves both formal actors such as political party 

workers, and non-formal ones such as community leaders.  

4. This does not mean that ideas, practices and policies from the national level 

are discarded as irrelevant and elitist. Elite ideas are not necessarily elitist.  

5. On the one hand, a vision of schooling will balance immediate, tangible, 

popularly understandable objectives such as reading, writing as well as 

livelihood relevant skills and knowledge.  

6. On the other, it will include long term and abstract objectives such as peer 

connections, negotiating social diversity, and curiosity for new knowledge and 

experiences. 

 


