
 

1 

 

26.05.2022         Thursday 

Current Affairs of the Day 
Dreams take wing: Army gets first woman combat pilot 

1. Captain Abhilasha Barak has 

become the first woman to join 

the Army Aviation Corps as a 

combat aviator after completion 

of a six-month combat Army 

aviation course. 

2. The Army Aviation Corps, the 

youngest Corps of the Army, 

was formed on November 1, 1986, and over the years, has expanded with the 

addition of new units and equipment such as Cheetah and the advanced light 

helicopter Dhruv, weaponised Rudra and the light combat helicopter. 

3. In August 2021, Army Aviation got control of the unmanned aerial vehicles 

(UAV), which were earlier with the Artillery, bringing all aviation assets 

under one roof. Since the stand-off in eastern Ladakh in 2020, the Army 

Aviation had seen a quantum jump in the employment of helicopters along the 

northern borders. 

 

The monkeypox virus: origins and outbreaks  

1. Monkeypox belongs to the poxvirus family of viruses and was first identified 

in monkeys way back in 1958. The present outbreak has a toll of over 220 

confirmed cases spread across 19 countries. 

2. A number of genome sequences in recent years from Africa and across the 

world suggest that there are two distinct clades of the virus — the Congo 

Basin/Central African clade and the West African clade. 

3. The smallpox/vaccinia vaccine provides protection against the virus. While 

the vaccine has been discontinued in 1980 following the eradication of 

smallpox, emergency stockpiles of the vaccines are maintained by many 

countries. 
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Understanding the nature of U.S.-Taiwan relations 

1. The President of the United States Joe Biden gave an affirmative reply to a 

question on whether the U.S. will come to the aid of Taiwan militarily in case 

of an invasion by China. This has raised questions on whether the U.S. is 

shifting from its long-standing policy of strategic ambiguity over Taiwan to 

that of strategic clarity. 

2. The very foundation of the U.S. rapprochement with China is a mutual 

understanding on the Taiwan question. This has been outlined in three 

documents — the Shanghai Communique (1972), the Normalisation 

Communique (1979) and the 1982 Communique.  

3. As per the 1979 communique, the U.S. recognised China, but stated that it 

merely “acknowledges the Chinese position that there is but one China and 

Taiwan is part of China”. 

4. It is possible that the Russo-Ukraine conflict might have created a context 

where a strong message to the adversary becomes essential, especially 

considering Beijing’s wearing patience and Taipei’s increasingly pro-

independence slant. 
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Poll panel moves against ‘non-existent’ parties 

1. The Election Commission of India (ECI) has decided to initiate graded action 

against more than 2,100 Registered Unrecognised Political Parties (RUPPs) 

for non-compliance of statutory requirements under the Representation of the 

People (RP) Act. 

2. The ECI said that during a verification exercise, 87 such parties were found to 

be non-existent. They would be deleted from the list and their benefits under 

the Symbols Order (1968) withdrawn. 

3. The particulars of 2,174 RUPPs — which did not submit contribution reports 

— would be sent to the Department of Revenue for taking all consequential 

action.  

4. The ECI said over 92% of the then listed 2,354 RUPPs did not file their 

contribution reports in 2019. While 199 claimed ₹445 crores of income tax 

exemption in 2018-19, 219 claimed ₹608 crore exemption in 2019-20.  

 

78% of students found remote learning burdensome: 

survey 

1. Nearly 80% of 

students found 

learning at home 

during the pandemic 

“burdensome” and 

felt that they learnt 

better in school with 

help from peers, 

according to the 

government’s survey 

of more than one 

lakh schools across 

the country. 

2. The Ministry of Education released its National Achievement Survey (NAS) 

2021 report, which assesses the health of the school education system in the 
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country through a survey of children’s learning competencies at Classes 3, 5, 

8 and 10. 

3. Nearly 34 lakh students of 1.18 lakh schools in 720 districts from government, 

government-aided and private-unaided schools participated in the exercise. 

 

Frame policies to protect LGBTIQ+ workers says ILO 

• A document released by the International Labour Organisation (ILO) on 

“Inclusion of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex and queer 

(LGBTIQ+) persons in the world of work” recommended member countries, 

employers’ organisations and representatives of workers to launch social 

protection programmes to remove barriers that LGBTIQ+ persons face in 

society. 

• It said a national policy and labour law review will allow governments to 

assess their country’s work policy environment for LGBTIQ+ persons. “This 

will allow the identification of concrete steps for improving the legal and 

policy environment, ending discrimination and exclusions, and complying 

with international instruments,” the document said. 

 

Supreme Court recognises sex work as a ‘profession’ 

• In a significant order 

recognising sex work 

as a “profession” 

whose practitioners 

are entitled to dignity 

and equal protection 

under the law, the 

Supreme Court has 

directed that police 

should neither 

interfere nor take 

criminal action 

against adult and 

consenting sex workers. 
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• “It need not be gainsaid that notwithstanding the profession, every individual 

in this country has a right to a dignified life under Article 21 of the 

Constitution,” the court observed. 

• “Sex workers are entitled to equal protection of the law. Criminal law must 

apply equally in all cases, on the basis of ‘age’ and ‘consent’.  

• When it is clear that the sex worker is an adult and is participating with 

consent, the police must refrain from interfering or taking any criminal 

action,” a three-judge Bench directed in an order which was passed after 

invoking special powers under Article 142 of the Constitution. 

Nuanced verdict: 

1. The Bench ordered that sex workers should not be “arrested or penalised or 

harassed or victimised” whenever there is a raid on any brothel, “since 

voluntary sex work is not illegal and only running the brothel is unlawful”.  

2. A child of a sex worker should not be separated from the mother merely on 

the ground that she is in the sex trade, the court held. “Basic protection of 

human decency and dignity extends to sex workers and their children,” the 

court noted. 

3. Further, if a minor is found living in a brothel or with sex workers, it should 

not be presumed that the child was trafficked. 

 

Beijing eyes deal with Pacific nations: Common 

Development Vision 

1. China wants 10 small Pacific nations to endorse a sweeping agreement 

covering everything from security to fisheries in what one leader warns is a 

“game-changing” bid by Beijing to wrest control of the region. 

2. A draft of the agreement shows that China wants to train Pacific police 

officers, team up on “traditional and non-traditional security” and expand law 

enforcement cooperation. 

3. China also wants to jointly develop a marine plan for fisheries — which would 

include the Pacific’s lucrative tuna catch — increase cooperation on running 

the region’s Internet networks and set up cultural Confucius Institutes and 

classrooms.  
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4. China also mentions the possibility of setting up a free trade area with the 

Pacific nations. 

 

 

India’s palm oil imports said to hit an 11-year low 

1. India’s palm oil imports could drop by almost a fifth as cheaper soy oil takes 

more market share, following Indonesia’s curbs on palm oil exports and New 

Delhi allowing duty-free imports of soy oil. 

2. Palm oil imports by the world’s biggest vegetable-oil importer in its marketing 

year ending on October 31 will fall 19% to 6.7 million tonnes, the lowest since 

2010/11. 

3. Soyoil imports could jump 57% to a record 4.5 million tonnes. That could put 

pressure on Malaysian palm oil prices and may lift soyoil imports to record 

highs and support U.S. soy oil futures prices. 
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Ethics 

Johnson presided over drunken parties: report 

1. U.K. Prime Minister Boris Johnson presided over a culture of lockdown-

breaking parties that featured drunken fighting among staff, according to a 

long-awaited inquiry that prompted renewed calls for his resignation. 

2. Mr Johnson is among dozens of people in Downing Street who have received 

police fines for breaching COVID regulations since 2020 — making Number 

10 the most penalised address in the entire country. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Indian exports are cause of concern from point of view 

of sustainability, resource security and climate action. 

Elaborate.  

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following article of the Indian 

constitution grants the power to the Supreme Court for 

passing any decree to do “complete justice”? 

a. Article 143 

b. Article 142 

c. Article 32 

d. Article 226 

 


