
 

1 

 

25.05.2022         Wednesday 

Current Affairs of the Day 
Quad is a ‘force for good’: Modi 

The Quadrilateral alliance (Quad) is a “force for good”, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi said at its summit in Tokyo. 

 

The Indo-Pacific Partnership for Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA) 

1. The leaders of the Quad countries announced the formation of the Indo-Pacific 

Partnership for Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA), which will build a 

faster, wider, and more accurate maritime picture of near-real-time activities 

in partners’ waters. 

2. The benefits of this (maritime) picture are vast: it will allow tracking of “dark 

shipping” and other tactical-level activities, such as rendezvous at sea, as well 
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as improve partners’ ability to respond to climate and humanitarian events and 

to protect their fisheries, which are vital to many Indo-Pacific economies. 

 

Caution and clarity: Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity 

(IPEF) initiative 

1. India became a member of the 13-nation Indo-Pacific Economic Framework 

for Prosperity (IPEF) initiative led by the U.S.  

2. The initiative is touted as a substantial step by the U.S. as part of its decade-

old “pivot to Asia”, and an attempt at putting some “economic heft” into its 

Indo-Pacific presence.  

3. The IPEF framework has four “pillars”: supply-chain resilience; clean energy, 

decarbonisation and infrastructure; taxation and anti-corruption; and fair and 

resilient trade.  

4. Each of the IPEF countries has considerable trade interests in China, with most 

having large trade deficits. So, it remains to be seen how much they will be 

willing to sign on with the IPEF.  

5. Already three ASEAN countries, Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar, have 

decided to stay out of the framework’s launch. Above all, given the fact that 

the U.S.’s previous initiatives (the Blue Dot Network and the Build Back 

Better Initiative) have made little headway in changing the region’s 

infrastructural needs, the IPEF faces a credibility challenge. 
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The Combined Maritime Forces (CMF)  

• India will be joining as an associate member of the 34-nation Combined 

Maritime Forces (CMF) in Bahrain. 

• Combined Maritime Forces are tasked with keeping an eye on the shipping 

lanes through the Red Sea and the Suez Canal that connects Europe with Asia 

• Several parts along the coast of Somalia are prone to piracy. India has been 

patrolling these seas independently since 2008 

• The US and its allies, besides several Asian countries like Pakistan, are part 

of the Bahrain-based forces 
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Serving those who serve 

• Recognition very often goes to 

those at the top of the pecking 

order and stays there. Credit 

seldom trickles down to the 

worker at the bottom.  

• The World Health 

Organization’s act of 

recognising India’s ASHA 

(accredited social health 

activists) and the polio 

workers of Afghanistan is an 

attempt to right that wrong.  

Hope for better working 

conditions at the grassroots: 

ASHA (accredited social health 

activists)  

1. The ASHAs were honoured for their “crucial role in linking the community 

with the health system, to ensure those living in rural poverty can access 

primary health care services....” These workers, all women, faced harassment 

and violence for their work during the pandemic, well documented in the 

media.  

2. While the pandemic rewrote the rules, creating danger where mere routine 

existed, it must be stressed that in general, their job, which takes them into 

difficult-to-reach places and hostile communities, confers a measure of 

privations. Even as they contribute to better health outcomes, this workforce 

continues to protest across the country, for better remuneration, health benefits 

and permanent posts.  

3. While cheerleading about the award is rightfully reaching a crescendo, what 

matters is how the Indian government serves its last mile health workers who 

are its feet on the ground, once the dust raised by their unexpected recognition 

has settled down. 
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Centre scraps import duties on crude sunflower, soyabean 

oils 

1. In a bid to cool inflation in edible oils, the Centre allowed duty-free import of 

20 lakh tonnes each of crude soyabean oil and crude sunflower oil for this year 

as well as 2023-24. 

2. Ukraine was the world’s largest sunflower oil exporter before the conflict 

began and India has been striving to tap alternative supplies from rival Russia 

and countries such as Argentina. 

 

60% e-waste recycling likely by 2023 

1. Consumer goods companies and makers of electronics goods have to ensure 

at least 60% of their electronic waste is collected and recycled by 2023 with 

targets to increase them to 70% and 80% in 2024 and 2025, respectively, 

according to a draft notification by the Environment Ministry. 

2. The rules bring into effect a system of trading in certificates, akin to carbon 

credits, that will allow companies to temporarily bridge shortfalls. 

3. Along with specifying targets, the rules lay out a system of companies 

securing extended producer responsibility (EPR) certificates. 

4. These certificates certify the quantity of e-waste collected and recycled in a 

particular year by a company and an organisation may sell surplus quantities 

to another company to help it meet its obligations. 

5. Companies will have to register on an online portal and specify their annual 

production and e-waste collection targets. 

6. The chief entity that will coordinate the trade of EPR certificates and monitor 

if companies are meeting their targets is the Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB). 

7. Companies that don’t meet their annual targets will have to pay a fine or an 

“environmental compensation”. 

In March 2020, the government said it more than doubled the electronic waste (e-

waste) it recycled in 2018-19 over 2017-18. This translated to a 10% recycling 

rate in 2017-18 rising to a little over 20% in 2018-19. 
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India set to launch green hydrogen mission in 2 months 

1. The Centre plans to launch a comprehensive green hydrogen mission to take 

forward the green hydrogen policy. 

2. The mission is expected to announce a green hydrogen purchase obligation in 

fertilizer production and petroleum refining, akin to renewable purchase 

obligations (RPO).  

3. The mission is also expected to list the sectors that will have to start using 

green hydrogen on a voluntary basis and a roadmap for sectors such as 

fertilizer and petrochemicals to use the green fuel mandatorily. 

4. Green hydrogen/green ammonia shall be defined as hydrogen /ammonia 

produced by way of electrolysis of water using renewable energy; including 

renewable energy which has been banked and the hydrogen/ammonia 

produced from biomass. 

 

National Green Hydrogen Policy: 

1. The Centre unveiled the green hydrogen policy, promising cheaper renewable 

power, a fee waiver for inter-state power transmission for 25 years for projects 

commissioned before June 2025, land in renewable energy parks, and mega 

manufacturing zones to help local industries wean themselves off fossil fuels.  

2. The policy, aimed at promoting green hydrogen and green ammonia, also 

spoke of facilitating the ‘banking’ or storage of green power, where a producer 

can save surplus renewable power with an electricity distribution firm for up 

to 30 days.  
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3. It also envisages building bunkers near ports to store green ammonia for 

exports. 

 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. What is green hydrogen? Discuss salient features of 

the Indian Green Hydrogen Policy. 

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements  

1. Under Article 246A of the Indian constitution 

states can not impose service tax 

2. The recommendations of the GST council are 

binding in nature under article 279A of the 

constitution 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

a. 1 only 

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2  

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 


