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Current Affairs of the Day 
India to join Biden’s new trade initiative for the Indo-

Pacific region 

• India signalled its 

readiness to be part 

of a new economic 

initiative led by the 

U.S. for the region 

the Indo-Pacific 

Economic 

Framework for 

Prosperity (IPEF).  

• The negotiations 

for the IPEF, which 

will begin, are 

expected to centre 

around four main pillars, including trade, supply chain resiliency, clean energy 

and decarbonisation, and taxes and anti-corruption measures.  

• The grouping, which includes seven out of 10 members of the Association of 

South East Asian Nations (ASEAN), all four Quad countries, and New 

Zealand, represents about 40% of global GDP. 

Not a free trade agreement: 

1. U.S. officials made it clear that the IPEF would not be a “free trade 

agreement”, nor are countries expected to discuss reducing tariffs or 

increasing market access.  

2. In that sense, the IPEF would not seek to replace the 11-nation CPTPP (Trans-

Pacific Partnership) that the U.S. quit in 2017, or the RCEP, which China, and 

all of the other IPEF countries (minus the U.S.) are a part of. 

3. Three ASEAN countries considered closer to China — Myanmar, Cambodia 

and Laos — are not members of the IPEF, however. 
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The world may have lost 11.2 crore jobs: ILO 

1. The “world of work” is being buffeted by multiple crises, says the ninth 

edition of the International Labour Organisation (ILO) Monitor. About 11.2 

crore jobs might have been lost during this period, according to the report. 

2. The gender gap in India’s employment scenario is mentioned in the report on 

the “world of work”. The report said both India and lower-middle-income 

countries excluding India experienced a deterioration of the gender gap in 

work hours in the second quarter of 2020.  

 

Engineering tomatoes to produce vitamin D 

1. According to estimates made in 2020 nearly 690 million people, who make up 

close to 8.9% of the world’s population, have hidden hunger.  

2. A paper in Nature Plants tries to address vitamin D deficiency by genetically 

modifying tomato plants so that the fruit contains a significant amount of 

provitamin D3 which is a precursor from which humans can make vitamin D. 

3. Vitamin D is needed for a process known as calcium homeostasis which is the 

maintenance of a constant concentration of calcium ions in the body. 
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ASHA workers earn WHO’s global plaudits 

1. The country’s 

frontline health 

workers or 

ASHAs 

(accredited 

social health 

activists) were 

one of the six 

recipients of the 

WHO’s Global 

Health Leaders 

Award 2022 

which 

recognises 

leadership, 

contribution to 

the advance of 

global health and 

commitment to 

regional health 

issues. 

2. India’s 10-lakh 

strong health workers were given the honour for their “crucial role in linking 

the community with the health system, to ensure that those living in rural 

poverty can access primary health care services, as shown throughout the 

COVID-19 pandemic,” the WHO’s press statement said. 

Exceptional service: 

1. During the pandemic, the workers were tasked with spreading awareness of 

COVID-19 and safety protocols, identifying and tracking COVID-19 positive 

cases as well as carrying out vaccination drives often without any personal 

safety gear.  

2. These activities were over and above providing maternal care, immunisation 

for children and community healthcare. 
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3. The government introduced ASHAs under the National Rural Health Mission 

in 2005. 

4. They demanded payment of minimum wages, social security benefits and 

pension. They get a monthly honorarium of ₹2,000 a month from the Centre. 

During COVID-19, the Centre offered an additional ₹1,000. 

 

A new billionaire every 30 hours during the pandemic 

1. The COVID-19 pandemic created a new billionaire every 30 hours, and it is 

expected that a million people could be pushed into extreme poverty at the 

same rate in 2022, according to Oxfam.  

2. The Oxfam brief titled “Profiting from Pain” is published for the World 

Economic Forum 2022 for its annual meeting for a five-day event at Davos. 

3. The total wealth of the world’s billionaires is now equivalent to 13.9% of the 

global GDP. This is a three-fold increase from 4.4% in 2000. 

Privatisation and monopolies: 

1. “Billionaires’ fortunes have not increased because they are now smarter or 

working harder. Workers are working harder, for less pay and in worse 

conditions.  

2. The super-rich has rigged the system with impunity for decades and they are 

now reaping the benefits. They have seized a shocking amount of the world’s 

wealth as a result of privatisation and monopolies, gutting regulation and 

workers’ rights while stashing their cash in tax havens —all with the 

complicity of governments,” said Oxfam International. 

3. Gender inequalities have also deepened as women were disproportionately 

pushed out of employment. The gender pay gap too is forecast to take 136 

years to close up from 100 years before the pandemic. 

Way Forward: 

Oxfam recommends several tax measures to stop deepening income disparities, 

including one-off solidarity taxes on billionaires’ pandemic windfalls and 

permanent wealth taxes. 
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SC: Mental health report must before giving the death 

sentence 

1. Courts will 

now be 

required to call 

for the mental 

health report 

of an accused 

and assess 

their conduct 

in jail before 

sentencing 

anyone to 

death, 

according to a 

new set of 

guidelines issued by the Supreme Court in a judgment last week. 

2. In Bachan Singh v State of Punjab (1980), the top court emphasised the need 

for assessing mitigating circumstances before imposing the death sentence.  

3. It provided seven factors to be analysed — circumstances around which crime 

was committed (act committed under extreme mental or emotional 

disturbance, act committed under duress, accused morally justified to commit 

offence), age of the accused, their mental state at the time of the incident, the 

possibility of reform, and whether accused would constitute a continuing 

threat to society. 

4. It was the same judgment that held that the death penalty should only be given 

in the “rarest of rare” cases — a doctrine quoted by most courts while 

deliberating on the death sentence.  

5. The absence of a system to ensure compliance with this procedure has led the 

court to issue the guidelines, the bench said. 

6. In Sangeet v State of Haryana (2012), the court noted the failure to apply the 

Bachan Singh sentencing framework uniformly, leading to “judge-centric” 

judgments producing inconsistent jurisprudence in death penalty matters. 
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Project 39A 

Anup Surendranath, executive director of Project 39A, which compiles the annual 

Death Penalty India Report said, “In most death penalty cases, it is information 

about the crime made available to the court and very little information about the 

criminal.” 

 

Inequality worries bigger than what NFHS illustrates 

1. The fifth round of the National Family and Health Survey (NFHS), conducted 

between June 2019 and May 2021 was among the biggest in India.  

2. NFHS sought information on a variety of metrics and issues, making it a rich 

source of information on India’s economy and society.  

3. India has an inequality problem and it is far sharper than what it is made out 

to be by NFHS data 

Here are three charts that explain this. 
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MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. The wide-ranging National Education Policy (NEP) 

2020 promises higher education reforms in many areas, and 

internationalisation is prominent among them. Critically 

discuss various efforts in this regard. 

MCQs 
Q1. Consider the following statements  

1. The country’s frontline health workers or ASHAs 

(Accredited Social Health Activists) received the 

WHO’s Global Health Leaders Award 2022 

2. The government introduced ASHAs under the 

National Health Policy 2017 

Which of the above are correct? 

a. 1 only  

b. 2 only 

c. Both 1 and 2 

d. Neither 1 nor 2 

 


