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India’s vulnerability to drought 

1. A United Nations report has revealed that many parts of India fall under the 

list of regions that are vulnerable to drought globally. The report also stated 

that India’s 

Gross Domestic 

Product (GDP) 

reduced by 2 to 

5% between 

1998 and 2017 

due to severe 

droughts in the 

country. 

Globally, 

droughts in the 

same period 

caused 

economic 

losses of approximately $124 billion. 

2. These and other global findings centred on drought were collated in the 

Drought in Numbers, 2022 report presented by the United Nations Convention 

to Combat Desertification (UNCCD). 

The Drought in Numbers reports 

1. The Drought in Numbers report is a collection of data on the effects of 

droughts on our ecosystem and how they can be mitigated through efficient 

planning for the future.  

2. The report also helps inform negotiations surrounding key decisions by the 

UNCCD’s 197 member parties at the 15th Conference of Parties (COP15), 

currently underway in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire.  

3. Drought, land restoration, and related aspects such as land rights, gender 

equality and youth empowerment are among the top considerations at COP15. 

4. UNCCD’s COP15 focuses on desertification, land degradation, and drought, 

with the theme for the conference being “Land. Life. Legacy: From scarcity 

to prosperity.”  
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The confusion over the status of the Assam NRC  

1. The NRC was born out of independent India’s first census in 1951, entailing 

the transfer of data from the Census slips. All States were mandated to compile 

an NRC but it was done only in Assam.  

2. The intention behind such an exercise in Assam was to prepare a village-based 

inventory of residents in view of the resistance from the State — then 

undivided — to house post-Partition refugees.  

3. The fear of the indigenous people being outnumbered by “illegal immigrants” 

during and after the 1971 Bangladesh War led to the Assam Agitation from 

1979 to 1985.  

4. The demand for updating the 1951 NRC to eject foreigners from Assam was 

raised during the agitation. The agitation ended with the signing of the Assam 

Accord in August 1985.  

5. The accord prescribed March 24, 1971, the eve of the Bangladesh War, as the 

cut-off date for detecting, detaining and deporting foreigners. This date was 

incorporated in the NRC updating exercise that began in 2014 under the 

supervision of the Supreme Court.  

6. People listed in the 1951 NRC and their descendants had a comparatively 

smooth inclusion in the complete NRC draft published on August 31, 2019. 

This draft excluded 19.06-lakh out of the 3.3 crore people who had applied for 

inclusion. 

What is the stand of the Assam government on the NRC? 

1. The BJP-led Assam government has stuck to its stand that the NRC was 

erroneous. They have said that at least 20% of the enlisted names in districts 

bordering Bangladesh and 10% in the remaining districts need re-verification.  

2. The government has not accepted the list as final and has decided to approach 

the Supreme Court for a “corrected” NRC. The government, however, has 

decided to push for unfreezing the biometrics of 21 lakh people, collected 

during the updating exercise, to enable them to get Aadhaar cards, which can 

be locked again if a person is eventually marked as a non-citizen. 

 


