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Current Affairs of the Day 
Changes to biodiversity law will weaken it: Jairam Ramesh 

1. Senior Congress leader Jairam Ramesh has expressed concern over the 

Biological Diversity (Amendment) Bill, 2021, which is in the final stages of 

consultations in the Joint Parliamentary Committee. He questioned the 

exemption given to AYUSH practitioners from the provisions of the law. 

2. The Ministry is drawing a distinction between a registered AYUSH 

(Ayurveda, Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy) 

practitioner and a 

company, and 

exempting the former 

from the Act.  

3. This is an artificial 

distinction since the 

registered AYUSH 

practitioner may well 

be having informal 

links with a collective 

[family or otherwise], which may or may not have a company structure. This 

may well open doors for large-scale exemptions. 

Divya Pharmacy Case: 

1. The government brought in the amended Bill because of the push from many 

AYUSH companies. In 2016, the Uttarakhand Biodiversity Board sent a 

notice to Divya Pharmacy run by Swami Ramdev and Acharya Balkrishna, 

stating that it violated the Biodiversity Act for using biological resources from 

the State for its ayurvedic formulations, without intimating the Board and that 

it was liable to pay an access and benefit-sharing fee. The company had 

unsuccessfully challenged the Board’s notice. 

2. Experts also sounded an alarm on the distinction made in the law between 

cultivated biodiversity and forest-based biodiversity. It is not at all clear what 

the basis for this distinction will be and whether it can be sustained in practice.  
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3. Multiple provisions of the Bill, critics say, are aimed at diluting the authority 

of the National Biodiversity Authority (NBA). 

4. The Ministry says NBA approval is required only at the time of 

commercialisation of a patent and not at the time of application for a patent. 

This is something that has very far-reaching implications and one can tell what 

will happen is that NBA approval at the time of commercialisation will be 

reduced to a formality and will become a fait accompli. 

 

1 in 6 global deaths in 2019 linked to pollution 

1. Pollution caused nearly nine million deaths in 2019, or about one in six deaths 

worldwide. This number has remained effectively unchanged since the 

previous such analysis in 2015 by the Lancet Commission on Pollution and 

Health. 

2. Though the number of deaths from pollution sources associated with extreme 

poverty (such as indoor air pollution and water pollution) fell, these reductions 

are offset by increased deaths attributable to industrial pollution (such as 

ambient air pollution and chemical pollution). 

3. A report by The Lancet in 2019 said that noxious air killed 1.67 million 

Indians in 2019, or 18% of all fatalities. 

4. The health impacts of pollution remain enormous, and low- and middle-

income countries bear the brunt of this burden. Despite its enormous health, 

social and economic impacts, pollution prevention is largely overlooked in the 

international development agenda. 

 

 

Wholesale inflation quickened to record high of 15.1% in 

April 

1. Inflation in wholesale prices quickened to 15.1% in April 2022, the fastest 

pace in the current data series, driven largely by a spike in fuel and food prices, 

especially of perishables such as fruits, vegetables and milk. The rate was 

14.5% in March. 
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2. The previous 

inflation record in the 

current series of the 

Wholesale Price 

Index using 2011-12 

as base year was 

14.9% in November 

2021. There was 

negligible base effect 

at work as wholesale price inflation stood at 10.7% last April. 
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WPI  CPI 

Base year 2011 2012 

Covers goods only Both Goods and Service 

Excludes Indirect taxes It includes Indirect taxes 

Single index CPI (Rural) 

CPI (Urban) 

CPI (Combined) (Monetary Policy) 

 

CPI IW (Wages/salary indexation) 

CPI AL 

CPI RL 

 

Aim to roll out 6G network by end of the decade, says Modi 

1. India plans to launch 6G (or sixth generation) telecom services by the end of 

this decade and a task force has started working in that direction, Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi said, underscoring the importance of faster and more 

efficient technology in accelerating development and employment generation. 

2. The PM was inaugurating the self-made 5G Testbed at the silver jubilee 

celebrations of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI). 

3. The Test Bed is an important step toward self-reliance in critical and modern 

technology in the telecom sector. The country’s own 5G standard has been 

made in the form of 5Gi. It is a matter of great pride for the country.  
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What really is 5Gi?  

1. The basic difference between 5Gi and the global 5G standards is that the 

former is designed to work on bands lower than the range of 5G bands 

otherwise.  

2. The global range standards for 5G networks are between 700MHz and 

52,000MHz, there may be some sacrifice of range of connectivity at higher 

bands.  
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3. These are further divided into low frequency brackets (less than 1GHz bands), 

medium frequency (1GHz to 6GHz bands) and high frequency (greater than 

6GHz bands). India, like most 5G ready countries and mobile networks, is 

most active with tests in the medium frequency range.  

4. Mobile service providers in India have regularly referred to the 1.8GHz and 

2.1GHz bands for coverage here. The 5Gi networks work on lower bands on 

the spectrum, the idea being to offer a wider coverage area with every 5G 

transmitter. 

Made in India: 

1. 5Gi is basically a Made in 

India 5G standard created 

through a joint collaboration 

between IIT Hyderabad and 

Madras (Chennai). The 

network standard has already 

got the nod from the 

International Communication 

Union (ITU).  

2. Reports say that 5Gi will 

operate on the same bands and 

spectrum as the regular 5G 

network. In fact, many say that 

5Gi uses millimeter wave 

technology to provide high-

speed internet connectivity. 

3. 5Gi offers more range at a 

lower frequency, which is the 

opposite of 5G. The latter 

works between the 700 MHz 

to 52,000 MHz bands and 

sacrifices on range. 

Theoretically, 5Gi can work 

with lower-end spectrum 

bands, which would make it more cost-effective. 
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Benefits of 5Gi 

1. Experts say that using the 5Gi standard will allow telcos in the country to 

widen the 5G connectivity to villages. It is also said to be cost-effective as a 

technology, which can be beneficial if implemented at a large scale by the 

operators in the country.  

2. The rural network has always lagged behind the urban setup, but 5Gi can make 

sure there is no lag between the advancement of 5Gi in cities like Delhi, 

Mumbai, Chennai, and rural parts of the country. Not only does 5Gi promise 

fast internet connectivity but also helps in improving mobile coverage. 

 

SC must decide on the 1991 law 

A swirling dispute over the Kashi Vishwanath Temple-Gyanvapi Masjid complex 

reached the Supreme Court (SC), at a time when tensions are at a tipping point 

over the recovery of a “Shivling” raising a larger question around the 1991 Places 

of Worship Act, which froze the “religious identity” of any site of worship on the 

day of India’s Independence.  

The Supreme Court on the 1991 Places of Worship Act: 

1. Two things became clear. One, in cases involving sensitive disputes, legal 

processes must be firewalled from the weight of public opinion or emotion, 

and strictly follow established procedure.  

2. But the second, and bigger takeaway, is that the SC has to expeditiously decide 

on the mandate of the Places of Worship Act, which, prima facie, bars the kind 

of petitions that lower courts in Varanasi and Mathura admitted and heard over 

the past year.  

The purpose of 1991 law: 

1. The case of the Muslim petitioners hinges on the 1991 legislation, meant to 

forestall attempts to follow the Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid template and 

lay claim to places of worship through the courts.  

2. In the 2019 Ayodhya judgment, the court held that the law protects and secures 

the fundamental values of the Constitution by providing confidence to every 

religious community that their places of worship will be preserved.  
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3. The top court must clarify if this continues to be its position, and then 

communicate to all levels of the judiciary to abide by the decision. An erosion 

of this law’s mandate can open a Pandora’s Box of religious strife, discontent 

and potentially, violence.  

4. The Gyanvapi Masjid dispute is building up to be a landmark case. The Hindu 

side believes the 1991 law carves out an exception specifically for such 

structures.  

5. The Muslim side argues that any survey is a violation of the law. At the heart 

of the dispute is a short but crucial three-page legislation. The court must take 

a call on it at the earliest. 

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Critically discuss the features of the Biological 

Diversity (Amendment) Bill, 2021. 

 

Q2. There is an urgent need to safeguard informal worker’s 

health, dignity and productivity from intense Heat Waves. 

Comment. 

 

Q3. The pandemic reminded us that vaccines alone do not 

save lives, vaccination does. In this context, discuss the role 

of robust cold chain systems for India’s future pandemic 

preparedness. 

MCQs 
Q1. Which of the following inflation index gives highest 

weightage to food articles? 

a. The Consumer Price Index (CPI) Rural 

b. The Consumer Price Index (CPI) Urban 

c. The Consumer Price Index (CPI) All India 

d. The Wholesale Price Index (WPI) 

 


