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Current Affairs of the Day 
Areas under AFSPA regime reduced: Shah 

1. The Union Home Ministry has considerably reduced the “disturbed areas” 

under the Armed Forces (Special) Powers Act (AFSPA) in Assam, Manipur 

and Nagaland, Home Minister announced. 

2. Reduction in areas under AFSPA is a result of the improved security situation 

and fast-tracked development... and several agreements to end the insurgency 

by PM. 

3. A Ministry official said, “areas under the AFSPA have been considerably 

reduced in these three States; it has not been completely removed.” 

 

 

U.S. Deputy NSA warns India of ‘consequences’ 

1. There will be “consequences” for any country, including India, that conduct 

local currency transactions through Russia’s central bank or constructs a 

payment mechanism that subverts or circumvents the United States sanctions 

against Russia said US deputy NSA. 

2. In a first for the U.S. administration, the Deputy NSA also publicly stated that 

India must not expect that Russia, as a “junior partner” of China, would assist 

India if there were more incursions along the Line of Actual Control. 
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‘Don’t prop up rouble’ 

“We are very keen for all countries, especially our allies and partners, not to create 

mechanisms that prop up the [Russian] rouble, and those that attempt to 

undermine the dollar-based financial system,” he stated. 

Bank officials’ meeting 

1. Russian foreign minister Mr Lavrov is due to meet Prime Minister and is 

expected to brief them on the war in Ukraine, peace talks, keeping defence 

supplies running and alternative payment mechanisms in the face of Western 

sanctions. 

2. This week, officials of the Bank of Russia, the country’s central bank, met 

Reserve Bank of India officials to discuss alternative payment mechanisms 

and routing through banks that are immune to international sanctions.  

 

SC strikes down T.N. Vanniyar quota 

1. The Supreme Court confirmed that the grant of 10.5% internal reservation to 

the Vanniyakula Kshatriya community violates the fundamental rights of 

equality, non-discrimination and equal opportunity of 115 other most 

backward communities (MBCs) and de-notified communities (DNCs) in 

Tamil Nadu. 

2. The Supreme Court held that the 10.5% reservation to a single community 

from within the total MBC quota of 20% in the State, leaving only 9.5% to 

115 other communities, was without “substantial basis”. 

3. The Special Reservation Act of 2021, enacted by the AIADMK government 

in consultation with the Tamil Nadu Backward Classes Commission, scooped 

10.5% of the MBC quota for Vanniyakula Kshatriyas alone, citing their 

“extreme backwardness”. 

4. The top court upheld Madras HC’s conclusion that the quota for the 

community under the 2021 Act was based on “antiquated data”. 
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SC goes ‘FASTER’ on delivery of orders 

1. Days of endless waiting to get a hard copy of a Supreme Court order is over. 

Now, all it takes for the court to do is a soft tap of the ‘send’ button and, 

maybe, a couple of blinks of the eye after, with ‘FASTER’, an abbreviation of 

‘Fast and Secured Transmission of Electronic Records’, a digital platform 

formally launched by Chief Justice of India (CJI) N.V. Ramana. 

2. The platform would be used by the court officials to instantly to send e-copies 

of the orders through a secured electronic communication channel to the 

intended parties. The CJI said FASTER would aid the cause of quick and 

effortless justice. 

3. The idea stemmed from a case in July 2021 last about several prisoners in the 

Agra Jail forced to remain behind bars for three days after the court granted 

them bail because the hard copies of the order had not reached the prison 

officials. 

 

Shocked by the brazen violation of the fundamental rights of personal liberty, life 

and dignity of the prisoners, the Chief Justice had suo motu taken cognisance of 

the issue of delay in delivery of court orders. 
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Policies of oil marketing firms curbing ethanol output: 

ISMA 

1. The country 

has enough 

raw material 

to produce 

1,016 crore 

litres of 

ethanol by 

2025 for 

blending 

with petrol, 

but policies 

of oil marketing 

firms and other 

factors are 

curbing the 

output of the fuel 

additive, 

according to 

industry body 

ISMA, which 

made a 

presentation to 

Members of 

Parliament. 

2. Indian Sugar 

Mills 

Association 

(ISMA) said 

about 1,016 crore 

litres of ethanol were required to achieve the 2025 target of 20% blending, 

for which the raw material was available, but that there was a need to raise 

production capacity with mills as well as necessary infrastructure and storage 

with oil marketing companies (OMCs). 
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3. Banks were not willing to sanction loans without the in-principle approval of 

the Food Ministry and long-term purchase pacts between OMCs and project 

proponents.  

4. OMCs are not signing long-term agreements with existing ethanol producers 

and new ethanol plants which are not interested in concessional loans. 

5. ISMA said approvals for bank loans should be given within 7 days from the 

date of application. Else, “the pace of capacity creation will see a major fall, 

and achieving 20% ethanol production by 2025 will become extremely 

difficult,” it said. 

 

External debt rose from $11.5 bn to $614.9 bn at the end of 

Dec. 

1. According to India’s Quarterly External Debt Report for the quarter ended 

December 2021, the country’s external debt was placed at $614.9 billion, 

recording an increase of $11.5 billion over its level at the end of September 

2021. “India’s external debt continues to be sustainable and prudently 

managed,” it said. 

2. The external debt to GDP ratio fell marginally to 20% at the end of 

December, from 20.3% at the end of September 2021. 

3. Valuation gain due to the appreciation of the U.S. dollar vis-a-vis major 

currencies such as the Euro, Yen and Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) was 

placed at $1.7 billion.  

4. Commercial borrowings remained the largest component of external 

debt, with a share of 36.8%, followed by non-resident deposits (23.1%) and 

short-term trade credit.  

5. Also, debt service (principal repayments plus interest payments) increased to 

4.9% of current receipts in end-December 2021 from 4.7% in end-September 

2021. 
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External Debt facts: 

1. Long term debt >> short term debt 

2. The borrower-wise classification: corporate debt more than general 

government debt 

3. US dollar-denominated debt remained the largest component of India’s 

external debt, followed by debt denominated in the Indian rupee 

4. The instrument-wise classification shows that loans are the largest 

component of external debt followed by currency and deposits, then trade 

credit and advances and finally debt securities  

 

MAINS 

DAWP 

Q1. Justify the judiciary’s repeated demands of 

“quantifiable data” in the context of the just and fair 

application of affirmative actions. 

Q2. BIMSTEC’s prime assets are the historical and 

cultural links between South and Southeast Asia and the 

spirit of community. Comment. 

Q3. Discuss recent initiatives taken by the centre and states 

to eliminate insurgency in northeast India.  

MCQs 
Q1. What is the Fast and Secured Transmission of 

Electronic Records (FASTER) system recently seen in 

the news? 

a. System for electronic delivery of court orders 

b. Interbank financial record transmission system 

c. India and Russia made a secure bilateral trade record 

management system 

d. A digital proof of environmental clearances  

 


