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Identity and privacy 

Prisoners’ identification Bill, which 

raises privacy, data safety concerns, 

requires scrutiny. 

Highlights: 

1. The Union government’s latest 

proposal to enable the collection of 

biometric and biological data from 

prisoners, besides the usual physical 

measurements, photographs and 

fingerprints, raises serious 

questions about its legal validity.  

2. Such questions are inevitable in an era in which people look at official efforts 

to gather personal data with suspicion. The practise of recording the 

photographs and fingerprints of prisoners is more than a century old in the 

country, backed by a colonial law dating back to 1920.  

3. The Union government now proposes to expand the idea of taking 

“measurements” to cover “finger-impressions, palm-print impressions, foot-

print impressions, ... physical, biological samples and their analysis”, besides 

“behavioural attributes including signatures [and] handwriting”.  

4. The Criminal Procedure (Identification) Bill, 2022, which embodies this goal, 

has been introduced in the Lok Sabha.  
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Possible violation of rights: 

1. Some Members have argued that the Bill went against the Supreme Court’s 

landmark judgment declaring privacy as a fundamental right in K.S. 

Puttaswamy.  

2. Some contended that the Bill enabled coercive drawing of samples and 

possibly involved a violation of Article 20(3), which protects the right against 

self-incrimination.  

3. There are other concerns too, such as the means by which the data collected 

will be preserved, shared, disseminated, and destroyed. The Bill allows the 

records to be preserved for 75 years, and to be destroyed earlier if the person 

is discharged or acquitted. 

4. The concern over privacy and the safety of the data is undoubtedly significant. 

Such practices that involve the collection, storage and destruction of vital 

details of a personal nature ought to be introduced only after a strong data 

protection law, with stringent punishment for breaches, is in place.  

Problems with proposed law: 

1. The 1920 law enabled the taking of measurements from convicts sentenced to 

a prison term of one year and above, anyone arrested on a charge that attracts 

such a prison term; and thirdly, one who has furnished a bond for good 

behaviour and peace.  

2. However, the present Bill includes all convicts, and anyone arrested under any 

law in force or detained under any preventive detention law.  

3. There is a provision by which an arrested person, not accused of an offence 

against a woman or a child, or one that attracts a prison term of seven years or 

more, may disallow the taking of samples.  

4. Not all detainees may know that they can indeed decline to let biological 

samples to be taken. And it may be easy for the police to ignore such refusal 

and later claim that they did get the detainee’s consent.  

5. The Bill is controversial, as the tendency to arrest activists, protesters and even 

innocent people and invoke grave charges is on the rise. It would be in the 

fitness of things if it is referred to a Standing Committee for deeper scrutiny 

before it is enacted into law. 
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Make police reforms a national mission 

To improve the force, enact the Model Police Act, 2006; appoint a senior officer 

in the PMO to ensure the implementation of the recommendations of various 

panels and DGP conferences 

 

Need for Police reforms: 

1. Even the British government thought of taking another look at their Police 

Act, 1861, after 40 years. The Frazer Commission of 1902 devoted an entire 

chapter on corruption, efficiency, popular opinion, oppressive conduct of the 

police and reforms in its 205-page report.  

2. A century and a quarter later, Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi raised the 

same issues: Calling for advanced training, attitudinal changes, induction of 

technology, and imbibing new skills.  

3. The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Home Affairs has also come out 

with its report on police training, modernisation and reforms. 

4. Over the years, from the Dharma Vira commission to the Ribeiro committee 

recommendations, none has been fully implemented. 

 



 

4 

 

31.03.2022      Thursday 
 
But the question neither the PM nor the House committee addressed is why earlier 

recommendations by a plethora of committees on police reforms have not been 

implemented.  

Problems in the police force: 

1. Politicized force, transfers motivated by politics thus police force lacks 

autonomy 

2. Corruption 

3. Same staff doing criminal investigation and maintenance of law and order 

4. Overburdened constabulary, few chances of promotion  

5. Lack of technology, scientific evidence usage in law enforcement 

6. Lack of infrastructure like vehicles and also of weapons 

Impediments to police reforms: 

Lack of political will: 

1. The biggest impediment to reform is that police is a state subject, and chief 

ministers (CMs) are not inclined or under any pressure to effect significant 

changes in the system.  

2. Police reforms languish because of the lack of political will, weak police 

leadership and an inefficient bureaucracy. 

The National Police Mission's failure 

1. In 2005, PM Manmohan Singh launched the National Police Mission. The 

mission subsumed seven micro missions with the objectives of enhancing the 

skills and competence of police officers at the grassroots level.  

2. From attitudinal changes, modernisation to gender-based crimes, every aspect 

was covered. The ministry of home affairs (MHA), responsible for 

implementation, supervised it for three years and then handed it over to the 

Bureau of Police Research and Development (BPRD).  

3. The latter pursued it zealously, but the micro mission projects could never 

clear the MHA. Whether the mission collapsed due to the intransigence of 

bureaucrats or politics is a matter of inquiry. 
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Inefficient secretariat: 

1. A bulky, unwieldy secretariat, lacking the requisite expertise or enabling 

attitude, does no good to the police.  

2. Perhaps the most important deliberations on critical police issues occur in the 

annual DGP conference, culminating in recommendations. Unfortunately, 

these again await the ministry’s nod for years. 

3. The present MHA lacks the professional skills and will too. The only answer 

is an internal security ministry carved out of the present one and helmed by a 

ranked professional.  

There are two aspects of police reforms: 

1. The first deals with autonomy, police structure, accountability, 

resourcefulness, lying within the realm of the political executive, and the 

second deals with skills, competence, technology and attitudinal changes. It’s 

the second that lies squarely in the domain of police leadership. 

2. The choice of police leaders has also left much to be desired. Many police 

chiefs have not given BPRD’s studies on internal reforms due attention due to 

a lack of professional skills or preoccupation with other matters.  
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3. Police leaders must question the value added to the investigation and 

prosecution by various supervisory levels, and check who allows the use of 

the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act or sedition cases in an indiscriminate 

manner.  

4. The present police regime, therefore, is characterised by individual acts of 

brilliance by committed Indian Police Service officers, while large swathes of 

the country witnessed an average to below-par performance. 

Way Forward:  

1. First, take the lead by enacting the Model Police Act 2006 in Union Territories 

and at least in states ruled by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), while making 

an appeal for other states to follow suit.  

2. Second, appoint a ranked professional in the Prime Minister’s Office to 

oversee and ensure the implementation of all the recommendations of various 

police commissions and DGP conferences.  


